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! Can’t support or 
oppose candidates

! Nonpartisan 

activities OK

! Can only fund 

voter registration 

under very limited 
circumstances

! Can’t support or 
oppose candidates

! Nonpartisan 
activities OK

! Partisan activity 
cannot be primary 
activity (“primary 
purpose” test)

! May be taxable

! Primary purpose 
is partisan 
activity

*Note: 
501(c)(4)s 
and 
501(c)(6)s 

have the 
same rules 
for these 
purposes.
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Charitable and 
Educational 

Activities

Lobbying 
Activities

Partisan Political 
Activity

(Not rising to level
of express 
advocacy)*

Partisan Political 
Activity 

or Express 
Advocacy**

501(c)(3) Public 
Charities

80-95% 5-20%

501(c)(3) Private 
Foundations

501(c)(4)s, 501(c)(6)s

>51/60% <49/40%

Non-PAC 527s

PACs

Political 
Contributions***

Super PACs

*Political speech regulated 
by IRS (not FEC).

** Political speech regulated 
by IRS and FEC. 6

*** N.B.  For state and local elections, the rules may differ. 
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