
www.utcle.org  ■   512.475.6700

20TH ANNUAL

ADVANCED TEXAS 
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW SEMINAR

September 15–16, 2025
AT&T Conference Center ■  Austin, Texas

 Live Webcast September 15–16

Earn up to 13.50 Hours of Credit (Expected), Including 2.25 Hours of Ethics Credit (Expected) 

MCLE Credit Approved in TX, CA, OK and PA (Hours Vary by Jurisdiction) 

Legal Specialization Credit Approved for Administrative Law, Civil Appellate Law, and Civil Trial Law 

Earn up to 16.20 Hours of TX Accounting CPE Credit

SEMINAR PARTNERS

Bickerstaff Heath Delgado Acosta LLP

Germer Beaman & Brown PLLC

Graves Dougherty Hearon & Moody

Kennedy Reporting Service, Inc.

SEMINAR SUPPORTER

McGinnis Lochridge

T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  T E X A S  S C H O O L  O F  L A W

A D M I N I S T R AT I V E  A N D  P U B L I C  L A W  S E C T I O N  O F  T H E  S TAT E  B A R  O F  T E X A S



MONDAY MORNING, SEP. 15, 2025

Presiding Officer: 
Sara J. Ferris, Office of the Attorney 
General, Austin, TX

7:30 a.m.	 Registration Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

8:20 a.m.	 Welcoming Remarks

8:30 a.m.	 .50 hr

Case Law Update: Part I
Examine significant administrative law cases issued 
during the last year.

Laurie Ratliff, Laurie Ratliff LLC, Austin, TX

9:00 a.m.	 1.00 hr | .25 hr ethics

Practical Tips for Navigating Texas Open 
Records and Meetings Laws
Discuss practical tips through interactive scenarios 
for navigating the Texas Public Information Act and 
the Texas Open Meetings Act. 

Rosalind L. Hunt, Office of the Attorney General, 
Austin, TX

Katherine "Missy" Minter, Austin, TX

10:00 a.m.	 15-Minute Break

10:15 a.m.	 .50 hr | .25 hr ethics

Mediation at SOAH
Learn how the SOAH Mediation Program works and 
gain tips for how to successfully mediate disputes 
at SOAH.

Hon. Steve Elliot, State Office of Administrative 
Hearings, Austin, TX

Hon. Holly Vandrovec, State Office of Administrative 
Hearings, Austin, TX

10:45 a.m.	 .50 hr | .25 hr ethics

Readable Legal Writing
Draw on empirical research to identify 10 strategies 
for making legal writing more concise, readable, 
and interesting. Those strategies include plainer 
prose, clearer transitions, and better use of 
narrative techniques. Look at examples of the 10 
strategies and consider straightforward ways to 
integrate them into our own writing.

Kayla Oliver, The University of Texas School of Law, 
Austin, TX

11:15 a.m.	 1.00 hr

Texas Administrative Law and the 
Constitutional Design
Who gets to decide? Address the most fundamental 
issue in challenges to administrative rules and 
orders, through the lens of new scholarship in 
constitutional law, the founding documents, and 
some quirks of the Texas Constitution.

Arthur C. D'Andrea, Austin, TX 
Hon. Kristofer S. Monson, State Office of 

Administrative Hearings, Austin, TX

12:15 p.m.	 Pick Up Lunch
Included in registration.

MONDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer: 
Katherine Farrell, Teacher Retirement 
System of Texas, Austin, TX

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

12:45 p.m.	 .50 hr

The Sunset Process in a Time of Change
A review of the Sunset bills and bills focusing on 
increased governmental oversight.

Steven Ogle, Office of the Attorney General,  
Austin, TX

1:15 p.m.	 15-Minute Break

1:30 p.m.	 1.00 hr | .25 hr ethics

Volunteer Legal Services: The Power of Pro 
Bono
Hear about how Volunteer Legal Services makes it 
easy for you to do life-changing pro bono work.

Alisa De Luna, Volunteer Legal Services of Central 
Texas, Austin, TX

Carl Guthrie, Volunteer Legal Services of Central 
Texas, Austin, TX

Matt Johnston, Volunteer Legal Services of Central 
Texas, Austin, TX

Susanne Pringle, Volunteer Legal Services of Central 
Texas, Austin, TX

2:30 p.m.	 Pro Bono Award Presentation

2:40 p.m.	 .50 hr

Hot Topics in Licensing
Discuss issues related to disciplinary matrices, 
warning letters without due process, specific factors 
needed in commission rules, agency confidentiality 
versus public records access, and the importance 
of developing the administrative record and 
preserving error.

Franklin Hopkins, Germer Beaman & Brown PLLC, 
Austin, TX

3:10 p.m.	 15-Minute Break

3:25 p.m.	 .50 hr

Legislative Update
A focus on select bills enacted by the 89th 

Texas Legislature that impact administrative law 
practitioners. 

Katherine Farrell, Teacher Retirement System of 
Texas, Austin, TX

Kristen L. Worman, Texas Historical Commission, 
Austin, TX

3:55 p.m.	 1.00 hr

​District Court Judicial Panel
Gain insight from distinguished District Court 
Judges regarding their experiences hearing and 
trying administrative law cases.

Moderator:
H. Carl Myers, Office of the Attorney General,  

Austin, TX

Panelists:
Hon. Maria Cantú Hexsel, 53rd Civil District Court, 

Austin, TX
Hon. Jessica L. Mangrum, 200th Civil District Court, 

Austin, TX
Hon. Catherine A. Mauzy, 419th Civil District Court, 

Austin, TX
Hon. Jan Soifer, 345th Civil District Court, Austin, TX

4:55 p.m.	 Adjourn

NETWORKING RECEPTION

4:55 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Join us for drinks and hors d'oeuvres  
with program faculty and attendees.

20TH ANNUAL

ADVANCED TEXAS ADMINISTRATIVE LAW SEMINAR
September 15–16, 2025 ■ AT&T Conference Center ■ Austin, Texas

Earn up to 13.50 Hours of Credit (Expected), Including 2.25 Hours of Ethics Credit (Expected) 

MCLE Credit Approved in TX, CA, OK and PA (Hours Vary by Jurisdiction) 

Legal Specialization Credit Expected Approved for Administrative Law, Civil Appellate Law, and Civil Trial Law; 

Earn up to 16.20 Hours of TX Accounting CPE Credit

Times listed are in Central Time

phone 512.475.6700 ■ www.utcle.org/conferences/AL25/signup ■ fax 512.475.6876



TUESDAY MORNING, SEP. 16, 2025

Presiding Officer: 
Kristen L. Worman, Texas Historical 
Commission, Austin, TX

8:00 a.m.	 Conference Room Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

8:30 a.m.	 .50 hr

Case Law Update: Part II
Examine significant administrative law cases issued 
during the last year.

Laurie Ratliff, Laurie Ratliff LLC, Austin, TX

9:00 a.m.	 1.00 hr

Effective Written Interrogatories in 
Administrative Proceedings
Advanced tactics and best practices for sending 
and responding to written interrogatories in 
administrative proceedings.

Johnathan Stone, Office of the Attorney General, 
Austin, TX

10:00 a.m.	 15-Minute Break

10:15 a.m.	 1.00 hr ethics

Emotionally Healthy Lawyering: How to 
Disagree without being Disagreeable
This presentation provides an overview of obstacles 
to lawyer wellness and examines evidence-based 
strategies for building or maintaining mental health 
while engaging in the very demanding practice of 
law.

Michelle Fontenot, Texas Lawyers' Assistance 
Program, Austin, TX

11:15 a.m.	 .75 hr

Fifteenth Court of Appeals Panel
From the Top: Observations from the Fifteenth 
Court of Appeals’ Justices leading the Court’s 
initial term.

Moderator:
Kellie E. Billings-Ray, Office of the Attorney General, 

Austin, TX

Panelists:
Hon. Scott A. Brister, Fifteenth Court of Appeals, 

Austin, TX
Hon. Scott K. Field, Fifteenth Court of Appeals, 

Austin, TX

12:00 p.m.	 Pick Up Lunch
Included in registration. 

TUESDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer: 
Natasha J. Martin, Graves Dougherty 
Hearon & Moody, Austin, TX

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

12:30 p.m.	 .75 hr

Texas Water Two-Step: TCEQ’s and TWDB’s 
Role in its Development, Protection, and 
Conservation
The chairwomen of these two agencies provide 
their insights regarding the roles of both agencies 
in the development, protection, and conservation 
of the state’s water supplies, including impacts of 
new legislation and federal regulations, threats to 
our water supplies, impacts of aging infrastructure, 
and more.

Moderator:
Emily Willms Rogers, Bickerstaff Heath Delgado 

Acosta LLP, Austin, TX

Panelists:
Brooke Paup, Chairwoman, Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality (TCEQ), Austin, TX
L'Oreal Stepney, Chairwoman, Texas Water 

Development Board, Austin, TX

1:15 p.m.	 15-Minute Break

1:30 p.m.	 .50 hr | .25 hr ethics

Privacy and Emerging Technologies: AI in 
Administrative Law
As state and federal administrative agencies 
increasingly adopt artificial intelligence, automated 
decision-making tools, predictive analytics, and 
machine learning systems, new challenges relating 
to privacy, transparency, and regulatory compliance 
have emerged. Administrative lawyers—whether 
representing governmental entities or regulated 
clients—must be prepared to carefully navigate 
the evolving legal landscape created by these 
technologies.

Slade S. Cutter, Wittliff | Cutter, PLLC, Austin, TX

2:00 p.m.	 .50 hr

Data Privacy: Agency View
Hear an overview of the privacy and technology 
regulatory landscape in Texas and gain practical 
tips for interfacing with regulators at both the state 
and federal level.

Tyler Bridegan, Office of the Attorney General, 
Houston, TX

2:30 p.m.	 1.00 hr

Transitioning from Government to Private 
Practice
Leaving public service for the private sector 
involves unique challenges and considerations. 
These former state agency employees provide 
useful guidance and insights for those considering 
such a move.

Moderator:
Craig R. Bennett, Jackson Walker LLP, Austin, TX

Panelists:
Casey A. Bell, Troutman Pepper Locke LLP, Austin, TX
Wendy K. L. Harvel, Spencer Fane, Austin, TX
Travis E. Vickery, McGinnis Lochridge, Austin, TX

3:30 p.m.	 .50 hr

Storytelling in Advocacy
Reflections on the use of stories to teach and 
persuade decision-makers.   

Matthew C. Powers, Graves Dougherty Hearon & 
Moody, Austin, TX

4:00 p.m.	 Adjourn

phone 512.475.6700 ■ www.utcle.org/conferences/AL25/signup ■ fax 512.475.6876

Are you a 1st or 2nd year attorney? Attend 
most UT Law CLE conferences for just $195! 

Call 512.475.6700 to register.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

UT Law CLE offers annual subscriptions 
for MCLE On-Demand and our eLibrary

Unlimited Access. Anytime. Anywhere.

Compare options and subscribe at  
www.utcle.org/subscriptions

**Subscriptions do not include registrations  
to live conferences or live webcasts.

This course has been approved for Minimum Continuing 
Legal Education credit by the State Bar of Texas 
Committee on MCLE in the amount of 13.50 hours, of 
which 2.25 credit hours will apply to legal ethics/
professional responsibility credit. The University of Texas 
School of Law is a State Bar of California approved MCLE 
provider (#1944), and an Oklahoma Bar Association 
MCLE presumptively-approved provider (#169).

M
C
L
E

UT Law CLE is committed to helping attorneys meet their annual Texas MCLE 

requirements. Following the event, registrants will receive a free, on-demand 

eSupplement that will bring their total available hours to 15.00, including 3.00 

hours of ethics.
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SEMINAR FACULTY AND PLANNING COMMITTEE

SARA J. FERRIS*—CHAIR 
Office of the Attorney General 
Austin, TX

CASEY A. BELL 
Troutman Pepper Locke LLP 
Austin, TX

CRAIG R. BENNETT 
Jackson Walker LLP 
Austin, TX

J. BRUCE BENNETT* 
Cardwell, Hart & Bennett, L.L.P. 
Austin, TX

KELLIE E. BILLINGS-RAY 
Office of the Attorney General 
Austin, TX

TYLER BRIDEGAN 
Office of the Attorney General 
Houston, TX

HON. SCOTT A. BRISTER 
Fifteenth Court of Appeals 
Austin, TX

JAMES W. CHECKLEY JR.* 
Cross Texas Transmission, LLC 
West Lake Hills, TX

SLADE S. CUTTER 
Wittliff | Cutter, PLLC 
Austin, TX

ARTHUR C. D'ANDREA 
Austin, TX 

ALISA DE LUNA 
Volunteer Legal Services of Central Texas 
Austin, TX

HON. STEVE ELLIOT 
State Office of Administrative Hearings 
Austin, TX

KATHERINE FARRELL* 
Teacher Retirement System of Texas 
Austin, TX

HON. SCOTT K. FIELD 
Fifteenth Court of Appeals 
Austin, TX

MICHELLE FONTENOT 
Texas Lawyers' Assistance Program 
Austin, TX

LEAH GILLUM* 
Texas Department of Insurance 
Austin, TX

CARL GUTHRIE 
Volunteer Legal Services of Central Texas 
Austin, TX

WENDY K. L. HARVEL 
Spencer Fane 
Austin, TX

ALFRED R. HERRERA* 
Herrera Law & Associates, PLLC 
Austin, TX

HON. MARIA CANTÚ HEXSEL 
53rd Civil District Court 
Austin, TX

FRANKLIN HOPKINS* 
Germer Beaman & Brown PLLC 
Austin, TX

ROSALIND L. HUNT* 
Office of the Attorney General 
Austin, TX

MATT JOHNSTON 
Volunteer Legal Services of Central Texas 
Austin, TX

STEVE KOSUB* 
Sprouse Shrader Smith PLLC 
Austin, TX

TARALYNN MACKAY* 
McDonald, Mackay, Porter & Weitz, LLP 
Elgin, TX

HON. JESSICA L. MANGRUM 
200th Civil District Court 
Austin, TX

NATASHA J. MARTIN* 
Graves Dougherty Hearon & Moody 
Austin, TX

HON. CATHERINE A. MAUZY* 
419th Civil District Court 
Austin, TX

KATHERINE "MISSY" MINTER 
Austin, TX

HON. KRISTOFER S. MONSON* 
State Office of Administrative Hearings 
Austin, TX

JANET I. MONTEROS* 
TX Health and Human Services Commission 
El Paso, TX

RODNEY MONTES* 
Montes Law Practice 
Austin, TX

H. CARL MYERS 
Office of the Attorney General 
Austin, TX

STEVEN OGLE 
Office of the Attorney General 
Austin, TX

KAYLA OLIVER 
The University of Texas School of Law 
Austin, TX

BROOKE PAUP 
Chairwoman, Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality (TCEQ) 
Austin, TX

MATTHEW C. POWERS 
Graves Dougherty Hearon & Moody 
Austin, TX

SUSANNE PRINGLE 
Volunteer Legal Services of Central Texas 
Austin, TX

CASSANDRA CROWTHER QUINN* 
State Office of Administrative Hearings 
Austin, TX

LAURIE RATLIFF 
Laurie Ratliff LLC 
Austin, TX

EMILY WILLMS ROGERS* 
Bickerstaff Heath Delgado Acosta LLP 
Austin, TX

LINDA B. SECORD*

ERIN K. SNODY* 
Office of the Attorney General 
Austin, TX

HON. JAN SOIFER 
345th Civil District Court 
Austin, TX

L'OREAL STEPNEY 
Chairwoman, Texas Water Development Board 
Austin, TX

JOHNATHAN STONE* 
Office of the Attorney General 
Austin, TX

DAVID J. TUCKFIELD* 
The AL Law Group PLLC 
Austin, TX

HON. HOLLY VANDROVEC 
State Office of Administrative Hearings 
Austin, TX

TRAVIS E. VICKERY 
McGinnis Lochridge 
Austin, TX

KAREN L. WATKINS* 
Office of the Attorney General 
Austin, TX

KRISTEN L. WORMAN* 
Texas Historical Commission 
Austin, TX

*Planning Committee member



PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY	 AL25

Bar Card #  ❑ TX	 ❑ Other State: 	 ❑ N/A

Name [ Mr. / Ms. ] 

Firm 

Address 

City   State   Zip 

Telephone    Fax 

Registrant’s Email (required) 

Assistant’s Email (optional) 
Invoices, confirmations, and receipts are emailed to these addresses.

EVENT REGISTRATION
Includes Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) in "Your Briefcase." Special group registration rates available. Call 
512.475.6700.

Live, In-Person Event Registration:

❑ Individual Registration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        $625 | $725 after August 25

❑ Government Attorney Registration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                 $425 

❑ Administrative Public Law Section Member – Individual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               $600 

❑ Administrative Public Law Section Member – Government Attorney. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     $400

Live, Webcast Registration:

❑ Individual Registration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                           $725 

❑ Government Attorney Registration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                 $425 

❑ Administrative Public Law Section Member – Individual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               $700 

❑ Administrative Public Law Section Member – Government Attorney. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     $400

Printed and Shipped Binder with Registration (Shipping Included) – Available for order through 
Tuesday, September 16, 2025
Please note that the printed binder will arrive 2–3 weeks after the conclusion of the live event. Delivery to P.O. boxes is not 
permitted. Binders will not be distributed on-site.

❑ Printed and Shipped Course Binder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      $102.84 ($95*)

Webcast Add-on
Register for the in-person conference and add on the webcast format for attendance flexibility.

❑ Webcast Add-on . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                            $100

	 TOTAL EVENT REGISTRATION $ 

FIRST AND SECOND YEAR ATTORNEYS MAY ATTEND FOR JUST $195! CALL 512.475.6700 TO REGISTER.

POST-CONFERENCE PRODUCTS

eConference –� For Texas and California MCLE Credit
Includes Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) and program video/audio. Available 6-8 weeks after live event. Hours may 
vary depending on actual event runtime and approved content.

❑ Individual eConference . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                          $725

Post-Course Binder –� For Research and Self-Study 
Comprehensive binder with papers and slides, available for delivery 4–6 weeks after live event.

❑ Electronic Post-Course Download (PDF). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   $319.34 ($295*)

❑ Printed Post-Course Binder. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                              $373.46 ($345*)

	 TOTAL POST-CONFERENCE PRODUCTS $ 

METHOD OF PAYMENT

❑ Check (make check payable to The University of Texas at Austin) 

❑ VISA  ❑ MasterCard  ❑ American Express  ❑ P.O. (include a copy of the purchase order upon submission)

Card / P.O. #   CVV #   Exp. Date 
 
/

		 (mm/yy)

Authorized Signature 

* Tax-exempt rate for, e.g., government employees and nonprofits. Include a Texas Sales and Use Tax 
Exemption Certificate with order.

REGISTRATION FORM

phone 512.475.6700 ■ www.utcle.org/conferences/AL25/signup ■ fax 512.475.6876

REGISTRATION BENEFITS

Comprehensive Course Materials: Access 

course materials in "Your Briefcase" 

approximately 48 hours before the live event, 

and enjoy unlimited access to the final, 

complete course materials – downloadable 

PDFs of papers and slides.

Accredited eConference: Complimentary 

access to the eConference – with papers, 

slides, and video – accredited for one year in 

both TX and CA are available in "Your 

Briefcase" 6–8 weeks after the event.

TX MCLE Credit Reporting: UT Law CLE can 

report credit on your behalf directly to the State 

Bar of Texas. Track the Texas MCLE credit 

reported on your behalf at "Your Account" 

after you’ve logged in at www.utcle.org.

TROUBLE LOGGING IN?

A UT Law CLE account is created for 

conference attendees and product customers 

with information provided on the order form. 

An email address will serve as the User Name.

Forget Your Password or Need it Reset? 

Just select “Forgot Password” under “Sign In 

or Join” at www.utcle.org.

Still Need Assistance? Contact customer 

service at 512.475.6700 or service@utcle.org 

during business hours.

HOW TO REGISTER

Online: 
www.utcle.org/conferences/AL25/signup

Mail: 
The University of Texas  

School of Law 
ATTN: CLE 

727 E Dean Keeton St 
Austin, TX 78705

Fax:  
512.475.6876

Questions? 512.475.6700

If you have dietary requirements or would 
like to request accommodations under the 
ADA, please contact Customer Service at 

512.475.6700 or service@utcle.org at least 10 
days prior to the conference.



Visit 
www.utcle.org
Email 
service@utcle.org
Call 
512.475.6700

 Facebook 
UT Law CLE

 Instagram 
@UTLawCLE

 LinkedIn 
UT-Law-CLE

 YouTube 
@utlawcle8597

The University of Texas at Austin
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727 E Dean Keeton St • Austin, TX  78705
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20TH ANNUAL 

ADVANCED TEXAS ADMINISTRATIVE LAW SEMINAR
September 15–16, 2025 ■  AT&T Conference Center ■  Austin, Texas

AL25

AUSTIN
September 15–16, 2025

SEMINAR LOCATION

AT&T Conference Center 

The University of Texas at Austin 

1900 University Avenue 

Austin, TX 78705 

877.744.8822 (reservations)

Parking: 

Please visit www.utcle.org/conferences/AL25  

for daily and overnight rates

KEY DATES

August 25, 2025 

Last day for early registration rates

September 9, 2025 

Last day for full refund cancellation

September 10, 2025 

Last day for partial refund cancellation 
$50 processing fee applied

September 15, 2025, 8:20 a.m., CT 

Seminar begins

September 16, 2025 

Last day to order a printed and shipped course binder 
with in-person or webcast conference registration.

UT Law CLE is committed to  
Practice Excellence.
We are here to support our community. Information and 

updates regarding our in-person conferences and live webcasts 

will be posted at www.utcle.org. 

In addition, we continue to offer multiple educational 

opportunities online—both live and on-demand—by  

bringing practitioners together virtually. We are  

fortunate to serve so many of you who strive for  

excellence in the practice of law.

REASONS TO ATTEND

The Advanced Texas Administrative Law Seminar brings together 
members of the judiciary, regulatory, and academic communities to engage 
with practitioners about the latest legislative and case law updates, rule 
changes, and other timely topics. Highlights topics include:

	 •	Case Law Updates

	 •	Fifteenth Court of Appeals Panel

	 •	Legislative Updates

	 •	Navigating Open Records and Open Meetings 

	 •	​District Court Judicial Panel

	 •	Readable Legal Writing

	 •	Volunteer Legal Services: The Power of Pro Bono

	 •	Mediation at SOAH

	 •	Data Privacy Presentations

Following the seminar, attendees will receive a free, on-demand eSupplement 
containing additional programming, ensuring attendees can earn their 
required 15.00/3.00 Texas MCLE hours for the year.


