
21st Annual Advanced Texas Administrative Law Seminar
September 24-25, 2026 • AT&T Conference Center • Austin, TX 

September 24-25, 2026 • Live Webcast 

Thursday Morning, Sep. 24, 2026

Presiding Officer:
Natasha J. Martin, Graves Dougherty Hearon & Moody - Austin, TX 

7:30 am Registration Opens

Includes continental breakfast.

8:15 am Welcoming Remarks

8:30 am
0.50 hr 

Case Law Update: Part I

Examine significant administrative law cases issued during the last year.

Kavid Vishnu Singh, Fifteenth Court of Appeals - Austin, TX 

9:00 am
0.50 hr
0.25 hr ethics 

Effectively Adapting to Remote Practice

Practical tips from two practitioners who have been working remotely for years.

Jon Porter, McDonald, Mackay, Porter & Weitz, LLP - Austin, TX 
Tim Weitz, McDonald, Mackay, Porter & Weitz, LLP - Austin, TX 

9:30 am
0.50 hr 

SOAH Update

A Slice for everyone. Hear about the different types of cases and what’s happening at SOAH.

Andrew Lutostanski, State Office of Administrative Hearings - Austin, TX 

10:00 am 15-Minute Break

10:15 am
0.75 hr
0.25 hr ethics 

To Keep or Not to Keep? The Critical Intersection between the Texas Public Information Act
and Texas Records Retention Laws

Examine how retention schedules, destruction rules, and disclosure obligations operate together—and
highlights how to overcome common compliance challenges faced by governmental entities.

Katherine "Missy" Minter, Fredericksburg, TX 
Sarah Irwin Swanson, Texas State Library and Archives Commission - Austin, TX 

11:00 am
0.75 hr 

Agency Spotlight: Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts

The General Counsels of the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts discuss the unique administrative law
issues that shape the agency’s hearings, rulemaking processes, and wide-ranging responsibilities. This
session offers an informed perspective on current trends and procedural considerations affecting matters
before the Comptroller.

James D. Arbogast, Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts - Austin, TX 
Don Neal, Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts - Austin, TX 
Victoria Cox North, Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts - Austin, TX 
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11:45 am
In Austin Only

Pick Up Lunch (in Austin)

Included in registration.

Thursday Afternoon, Sep. 24, 2026

Presiding Officer:
Sara J. Ferris, Office of the Attorney General - Austin, TX 

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

12:15 pm
0.50 hr 

Sunset Advisory Commission: Looking Ahead to the Next Session

A guide to the current sunset review cycle.

Mary Lewis Winston, Texas Sunset Advisory Commission - Austin, TX 

12:45 pm 15-Minute Break

1:00 pm Pro Bono Award Presentation

1:10 pm
0.50 hr 

Changes in Petition for Review Practice

The 2026 Rules of Appellate Procedure brought about a sea change to Texas Supreme Court practice. Hear
how these changes affect appellate lawyers' writing and advocacy under the revamped system.

Douglas W. Alexander, Alexander Dubose & Jefferson LLP - Austin, TX 
Adam Shniderman, Alexander Dubose & Jefferson LLP - Dallas, TX 

1:40 pm
0.50 hr 

The Requirement for Reasoned Justification in Rulemaking Under the Texas Administrative
Procedures Act

Tips and tricks for mitigating risk through reasoned justification, due diligence, and adherence to the APA.

Jessica Barta, Texas Department of Insurance - Austin, TX 
Robert Simons, Texas Department of Insurance - Austin, TX 

2:10 pm
0.75 hr 

Rulemaking from Three Perspectives

Hear a panel discussion on Texas rulemaking featuring speakers from the Texas Regulatory Efficiency
Office, the Texas Sunset Advisory Commission, and the Office of the Secretary of State.

Moderator:
Rosalind L. Hunt, Office of the Attorney General - Austin, TX 
Panelists:
Eric Beverly, Texas Sunset Advisory Commission - Austin, TX 
Adam Bitter, Office of the Secretary of State - Austin, TX 
Roderick Bordelon, Texas Regulatory Efficiency Office - Austin, TX 

2:55 pm 15-Minute Break

3:10 pm
1.00 hr 

District Court Judicial Panel

Gain insight from distinguished District Court Judges regarding their experiences hearing and trying
administrative law cases.
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4:10 pm
1.00 hr ethics 

AI in Practice

Explore the current state of AI adoption by firms and practitioners and how the real-world adoption of AI in
the law intersects with the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct and Ethics Opinion 705. This
presentation also provides a glimpse of what AI may offer the profession of law in the near future,
including AI-fueled dispute resolution.

Jason Boulette, Boulette Golden & Marin L.L.P. - Austin, TX 

5:10 pm Adjourn

In Austin Only Networking Reception (in Austin from 5:10 p.m. – 6:15 p.m.)

Join us for drinks and hors d'oeuvres with program faculty and attendees.

Friday Morning, Sep. 25, 2026

Presiding Officer:
Kristen L. Worman, Texas Historical Commission - Austin, TX 

8:00 am Conference Room Opens

Includes continental breakfast.

8:30 am
0.50 hr 

Case Law Update: Part II

Examine significant administrative law cases issued during the last year.

Kavid Vishnu Singh, Fifteenth Court of Appeals - Austin, TX 

9:00 am
0.50 hr 

Hiding Elephants in Mouseholes?

Repudiating Chevron, SCOTUS adopted a “major questions” doctrine for use in determining whether a
statute gives the executive or an executive branch agency authority to make a major change in
regulatory policy. Is this doctrine a big deal? How should lawyers argue and courts decide such disputes?

Bobby M. Salehi, Graves Dougherty Hearon & Moody - Austin, TX 
Pete Schenkkan, Graves Dougherty Hearon & Moody - Austin, TX 

9:30 am
1.00 hr 

Effective Deposition Strategies

Address the core skills and tactics necessary to take and defend depositions effectively. Topics include
preparing an examination outline, controlling the witness, framing objections to preserve the record, and
developing testimony that can be used at later stages of the case. Also cover tactical considerations that
distinguish a competent deposition from an effective one. Leave with practical techniques applicable to
depositions across a range of civil and administrative matters.

Johnathan Stone, Office of the Attorney General - Austin, TX 

10:30 am 15-Minute Break

10:45 am
0.50 hr ethics 

The Texas Lawyers Creed: Relic or Relevant

This presentation explores whether the Texas Lawyers’ Creed is an outdated artifact or a vital guidepost,
arguing that its principles are more necessary than ever in today’s increasingly adversarial and fast-paced
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legal environment. It highlights how professionalism, civility, and integrity—core to the Creed—serve not
only to elevate the practice of law but also to strengthen public trust in the justice system.

Hon. Audrey Moorehead, Dallas County Criminal Court #3 - Dallas, TX 

11:15 am
0.50 hr 

Railroad Commission Hearings ≠ SOAH

Cover the general rules, procedures, and guidelines for a contested case hearing at the Railroad
Commission of Texas.

William "Bill" Hayenga II, McElroy, Sullivan, Miller & Weber, LLP - Austin, TX 

11:45 am
0.75 hr 

Strengthening Texas Cyber Resilience: Inside the New Cyber Command Center and Statewide
Defense Partnerships

Cyber threats are increasing in both complexity and frequency, prompting Texas to build stronger, more
coordinated defense strategies. This session features a multi-agency panel offering insight into the new
Texas Cyber Command Center and how statewide partnerships are enhancing preparedness and
response.

Moderator:
Adrian P. Senyszyn, Germer PLLC - San Antonio, TX 
Panelists:
Clint Ladd, Texas Department of Public Safety - Austin, TX 
Em Landon, Texas Cyber Command - Austin, TX 
Robert Ruiz, Texas Association of Counties Risk Management Services - Austin, TX 

12:30 pm
In Austin Only

Pick Up Lunch (in Austin)

Included in registration

Friday Afternoon, Sep. 25, 2026

Presiding Officer:
Katherine Farrell, Teacher Retirement System of Texas - Austin, TX 

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

1:00 pm
0.50 hr 

Foundations of Discovery in Administrative Proceedings

Cover the types of informal and formal discovery typically used in administrative proceedings before
various licensing boards, including forms and scope covered by the Administrative Procedure Act (APA),
State Office of Administrative Hearings (SOAH), and specific agency rules.

Betty Smith, Lype, Dest & Smith, PLLC - Austin, TX 

1:30 pm 15-Minute Break

1:45 pm
0.75 hr 

Fifteenth Court of Appeals Judicial Panel

Hear from Fifteenth Court of Appeals Justices about the state of the docket and recent Court opinions
involving administrative law.

Moderator:
Kristen L. Worman, Texas Historical Commission - Austin, TX 
Panelists:
Hon. Scott K. Field, Fifteenth Court of Appeals - Austin, TX 
Hon. April Farris, Fifteenth Court of Appeals - Austin, TX 
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2:30 pm
1.00 hr ethics 

Ethics of Practice for Senior Lawyers and Planning ahead for Retirement

Many lawyers are practicing longer than ever before, and there are practice tools designed to help them.
But many forget to plan for retirement.  Both of these subjects will be discussed, including common sense
guidance and best practices.

Claude E. Ducloux, Attorney at Law - Austin, TX 

3:30 pm Adjourn
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