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3:05 p.m.	 .75 hr

Rigs on Walkabout—Hurricane Breakaways!
A discussion of rig breakaway claims—including 
the duty to prepare rigs for hurricanes, planning 
and executing a response to a breakaway, the 
potential damage arising out of rig breakaways, a 
rig owner’s duties, as well as defenses and liabilities 
under the Wreck Act.

James Patrick Cooney, Royston Rayzor, Houston, TX
Julia M. (Adams) Palmer, Gray Reed & McGraw, P.C., 

Houston, TX

3:50 p.m.	 Break

4:00 p.m.	 .50 hr

Octopus Arms:  
The Reach of OCSLA after Valladolid
In 2012, the Supreme Court changed Fifth Circuit 
law—a worker need not be on the Shelf to be 
covered. Explore the landside reach of OCSLA 
under the new substantial nexus test from both 
sides of the docket.

Matthew H. Ammerman, Law Office of Matthew H. 
Ammerman, P.C., Houston, TX

Lewis S. Fleishman, Lewis S. Fleishman PLLC,  
Houston, TX

4:30 p.m.	 1.00 hr ethics

What to Do if Your Client Is Misbehaving, Part V
Real-world questions and answers regarding ethics, 
the law, and what your client has asked you to 
do—or hide. This ethics session is designed to be 
interactive. Audience participation is encouraged!

Please submit your questions in advance to 
ConferenceQA@utcle.org or on-site at the 
conference registration desk. 

Bradley A. Jackson, Retired Admiralty and Maritime 
Lawyer, Houston, TX

Jonathan E. Smaby, Texas Center for Legal Ethics, 
Austin, TX

5:30 p.m.	 Adjourn

THURSDAY MORNING, JAN. 21, 2016

Presiding Officer:
	 Robert H. Nicholas Jr.,  

Phelps Dunbar LLP, Houston, TX 

7:30 a.m.	 Registration Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

8:20 a.m.	 Welcoming Remarks

8:30 a.m.	 1.50 hrs

Recent Developments in Admiralty and 
Maritime Law at the National Level and in the 
Fifth and Eleventh Circuits
This paper is the fifteenth of an annual series that 
tries to flag everything of genuine importance 
nationally and everything of significant interest 
from the Fifth and Eleventh Circuits.

David W. Robertson, The University of Texas  
School of Law, Austin, TX

Michael F. Sturley, The University of Texas  
School of Law, Austin, TX

10:00 a.m.	 Break

10:15 a.m.	 .50 hr

Fifth Circuit Update
A prosecutor turned judge gives his perspective on 
recent cases in the Fifth Circuit.

Hon. Gregg Costa, U.S. Court of Appeals,  
Fifth Circuit, Houston, TX

10:45 a.m.	 .75 hr

An Updated Primer on Seaman’s Status
Explore the current state of—as well as potential 
future issues and hot spots related to—a fundamental 
concept of admiralty law, the seaman’s status test. Hear 
perspectives from both plaintiff and defense counsel.

F. Daniel Knight, Chamberlain, Hrdlicka, White,  
Williams & Aughtry, Houston, TX

Jeremy R. Newell, Stevenson & Murray, Houston, TX

11:30 a.m.	 .75 hr | .25 hr ethics

Maritime Cybersecurity: Anticipating, 
Preventing and Mitigating a Growing Threat
Learn about the current threats facing the maritime 
industry, the consequences of a cyberattack and the 
measures for promoting cybersecurity awareness 
and mitigating cyber risks throughout the maritime 
industry.

Kate B. Belmont, Blank Rome LLP, New York, NY

12:15 p.m.	 Pick Up Lunch
Included in registration.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer:
	 John J. Michael, Vinson & Elkins LLP, 

Houston, TX 

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

12:35 p.m.	 .50 hr

Piracy Prone Waters
A discussion of practical legal considerations related 
to responding to attacks by pirates, with a look at 
recent attacks including those against vessels and 
rigs in the Gulf of Guinea; and a reflection of sailing 
to Somalia as a ship’s officer after litigating a civil 
piracy case in Federal District Court.

Thomas M. Brown, Texas A&M University at Galveston, 
Galveston, TX

1:05 p.m.	 Break

1:20 p.m.	 1.00 hr

Judicial Panel
Gain practical advice for handling cases in Federal 
Court.

Moderator:
Kenneth G. Engerrand, Brown Sims, P.C., Houston, TX

Panelists:
Hon. John W. deGravelles, U.S. District Court, 

Middle District of Louisiana, Baton Rouge, LA
Hon. George C. Hanks Jr., U.S. District Court,  

Southern District of Texas, Galveston, TX
Hon. Simeon T. Lake III, U.S. District Court,  

Southern District of Texas, Houston, TX (Invited)

2:20 p.m.	 .75 hr

Macondo Update
Review recent events and developments in the 
Macondo multi-district litigation, including private 
claimant and government settlement issues, the 
impact on exposure for operators and contractors 
under the Clean Water Act and Oil Pollution Act 
of 1990, enforceability of indemnity obligations, 
and limiting of additional insured coverage. Other 
courts’ interpretations of key Macondo rulings are 
highlighted to provide insight into the trajectory of 
such issues.

Corey L. Maze, Office of the Attorney General, 
Montgomery, AL

Stephany Olsen-LeGrand, Sutherland Asbill &  
Brennan LLP, Houston, TX
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TEXAS
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Name [ Mr. / Ms. ] 

Firm 

Address 

City   State   Zip 

Telephone    Fax 

Registrant’s Email (required) 

Assistant’s Email (optional) 

Invoices, confirmations and receipts are emailed to these addresses.

REGISTRATION—�Includes Course Materials and Luncheon Presentation
Special group registration rates available. Call 512.475.6700.

1. Select Registration Type

	 ❑ Individual registration by Wednesday, January 13. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     $375

	 ❑ Individual registration after Wednesday, January 13. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   $425

2. Select Course Materials Format

	 ❑ Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) ONLY

	 ❑ Printed Course Binder ONLY (available through January 13)

IN-HOUSE—�For Texas MCLE Credit
ConferenceComplete package includes Audio CD Set plus a Printed Binder and MCLE Reporting Form for each participant.
Available for delivery 3–5 weeks after conference date. Shipping included.

	 ❑ In-House for 2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                                   $550

	    Additional participant(s) for $175 each. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                $ 

CONFERENCECOMPLETE MATERIALS†—�For Research and Self-Study 
Comprehensive Binder and Audio products from the live conference.  
Available for delivery 3–5 weeks after conference date. Shipping included.

	 ❑ eBinder Download (PDF). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                          $225

	 ❑ Printed Binder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                                  $275

	 ❑ Audio Download (MP3). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                           $175

	 ❑ Audio CD Set. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                                   $225

†Texas customers—add 8.25% sales tax or include an Exemption Certificate. . . . . . . . . .         $ 
Sales tax will be invoiced separately on taxable orders for which payment does not include tax.

	 TOTAL $ 

METHOD OF PAYMENT

	 ❑ Check (make check payable to The University of Texas at Austin) 

	 ❑ VISA  ❑ MasterCard  ❑ American Express  ❑ P.O.

Card /P.O. #    Exp. Date 
 
/

		 (mm/yy)

Authorized Signature 

IN-HOUSE AND  
CONFERENCECOMPLETE  

MATERIALS

In-House

Bring Admiralty and Maritime Law in-house. Audio 
presentations and written materials for learning with 
your colleagues—for Texas MCLE credit. We 
manage the accreditation process from approval to 
reporting. Custom packages available.

ConferenceComplete Materials 

Comprehensive Binder and Audio products from the 
live conference—for research and self-study. 
Available for download and shipping. 

REGISTRATION BENEFITS

Before the Conference: Access course materials—
downloadable PDFs of papers and slides—and 
speaker and attendee roster in Your Briefcase  
48 hours before the conference.

After the Conference: Unlimited access to final, 
complete course materials—downloadable PDFs 
of papers and slides—in Your Briefcase.

Bonus eCourses: Complimentary 180-day access 
to Bonus eCourses—with papers, slides, and 
audio—for CLE credit you may have missed at the 
conference. Available in Your Briefcase 6–8 weeks 
after the conference.

TX MCLE Credit Reporting: UT Law CLE can 
report credit on your behalf directly to the State 
Bar of Texas. Track your Texas MCLE credit claimed 
and reported through UT Law CLE in Your Account.

Your Account: Create Your Account online at 
www.utcle.org. Your UT Law CLE Account is 
created for you as a first-time conference 
registrant (mail and fax registrations) with the 
email address you provide.

HOW TO REGISTER

Online:
www.utcle.org/conferences/AM16

Mail:
The University of Texas  

School of Law 
Attn. CLE 

PO Box 7759 
Austin, TX 78713-7759

Fax: 
512.475.6876

Questions? 512.475.6700 

Dietary requirements or Accessibility needs?
Call 512.475.6700 or email service@utcle.org
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CONFERENCE LOCATION

Norris Conference Center - CityCentre 
816 Town and Country Blvd. 

Houston, Texas 
713.590.0950

Complimentary Self Parking

KEY DATES

January 13, 2016
last day for early registration 
add $50 for registrations 
received after this time

January 15, 2016 
last day for cancellation (full refund)

January 18, 2016 
last day for cancellation (partial refund) 

$50 processing fee applied

January 21, 2016, 8:20 a.m. 
Conference begins
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CONFERENCE FACULTY AND PLANNING COMMITTEE

DAVID W. ROBERTSON*—CO-CHAIR
The University of Texas School of Law
Austin, TX

MICHAEL F. STURLEY*—CO-CHAIR
The University of Texas School of Law
Austin, TX

MATTHEW H. AMMERMAN*
Law Office of Matthew H. 

Ammerman, P.C.
Houston, TX

MICHAEL K. BELL*
Blank Rome LLP
Houston, TX

KATE B. BELMONT
Blank Rome LLP
New York, NY

W. ROBINS BRICE*
Brice Mediation
Houston, TX

THOMAS M. BROWN
Texas A&M University at Galveston
Galveston, TX

JAMES PATRICK COONEY
Royston Rayzor
Houston, TX

HON. GREGG COSTA
U.S. Court of Appeals, Fifth Circuit
Houston, TX

HON. JOHN W. DEGRAVELLES
U.S. District Court,  

Middle District of Louisiana
Baton Rouge, LA

KENNETH G. ENGERRAND*
Brown Sims, P.C.
Houston, TX

THOMAS C. FITZHUGH III*
Fitzhugh & Elliott, P.C.
Houston, TX

LEWIS S. FLEISHMAN
Lewis S. Fleishman PLLC
Houston, TX

HON. GEORGE C. HANKS JR.
U.S. District Court,  

Southern District of Texas
Galveston, TX

BRADLEY A. JACKSON*
Retired Admiralty and  

Maritime Lawyer
Houston, TX

F. DANIEL KNIGHT*
Chamberlain, Hrdlicka, White, 

Williams & Aughtry
Houston, TX

HON. SIMEON T. LAKE III (Invited)
U.S. District Court,  

Southern District of Texas
Houston, TX

COREY L. MAZE
Office of the Attorney General
Montgomery, AL

PETER A. MCLAUCHLAN*
Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP
Houston, TX

JOHN J. MICHAEL*
Vinson & Elkins LLP
Houston, TX

JEREMY R. NEWELL
Stevenson & Murray
Houston, TX

STEPHANY OLSEN-LEGRAND
Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP
Houston, TX

JULIA M. (ADAMS) PALMER*
Gray Reed & McGraw, P.C.
Houston, TX

STEVEN L. ROBERTS*
Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP
Houston, TX

JOHN C. SCHWAMBACH JR.*
Pierce & O’Neill, LLP
Houston, TX

JONATHAN E. SMABY
Texas Center for Legal Ethics
Austin, TX

CLAUDE L. STUART III*
Hall Maines Lugrin, P.C.
Houston, TX

DAVID R. WALKER*
Royston, Rayzor, Vickery &  

Williams LLP
Houston, TX

*Planning Committee member


