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TX Specialization Credit Approved in TX and CA (Expected in LA and OK):  
Civil Appellate Law; Civil Trial Law; Oil, Gas, and Mineral Law; Personal Injury Trial Law



FRIDAY MORNING, SEP. 29, 2017

Presiding Officer: 
Stephany Olsen-LeGrand, Eversheds 
Sutherland, Houston, TX

7:45 a.m. Registration Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

8:20 a.m. Welcoming Remarks

8:30 a.m. 1.50 hrs

Recent Developments in Admiralty and 
Maritime Law at the National Level and in 
the Fifth and Eleventh Circuits
The seventeenth annual installment of the seminal 
paper surveys developments, identifies issues of 
genuine national importance, and discusses items of 
significant interest from the Fifth and Eleventh Circuits.

David W. Robertson, The University of Texas School 
of Law, Austin, TX

Matthew H. Ammerman, Law Office of Matthew H. 
Ammerman, P.C., Houston, TX

Co-Author: 
Michael F. Sturley, The University of Texas School of 

Law and National University of Singapore,  
Austin, TX and Singapore

10:00 a.m. Break

10:15 a.m. .75 hr

Jones Act and Cabotage Rules in the OCS
Explore how the Customs and Border Protection 
Agency’s January 2017 notice of its intention to 
reverse its Jones Act exceptions resets the playing 
field for OCS subsea operations. Also, review the 
Jones Act waivers and other new developments, 
including wind farms.

Samuel A. Giberga, Hornbeck Offshore Services, Inc., 
Covington, LA

Jonathan K. Waldron, Blank Rome LLP, Washington, DC

11:00 a.m. 1.00 hr

OW Bunker Litigation: Maritime 
Practitioners’ Perspectives
Examine the procedural and substantive issues 
involving maritime liens, and the interplay of 
maritime lien and bankruptcy issues from the 
perspective of vessel owners, physical suppliers of 
necessaries, and secured lenders.

Moderator:
Julia M. (Adams) Palmer, Holland & Knight LLP, 

Houston, TX

Panelists:
Keith B. Letourneau, Blank Rome LLP, Houston, TX
Bruce G. Paulsen, Seward & Kissel LLP, New York, NY
James Harold Power, Holland & Knight LLP, New York, NY

12:00 p.m. Pick Up Lunch
Included in registration.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer: 
Rachel Anne de Cordova,  
Phelps Dunbar LLP, Houston, TX

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

12:20 p.m. .50 hr

Introduction to Classification Societies
Analyze the purpose and functions of classification 
societies in today’s world as well as the future 
of classification, including a review of the legal 
exposure of class.

Robert G. Clyne, American Bureau of Shipping, 
Houston, TX

12:50 p.m. Break

1:05 p.m. .50 hr

State Law in a Maritime Case: "The Devil's 
Own Mess"
Discover the complexity of and approaches to the 
issue of when it is appropriate to apply state law in 
a maritime case.

Hon. John W. deGravelles, U.S. District Court, 
Middle District of Louisiana, Baton Rouge, LA

1:35 p.m. .50 hr | .25 hr ethics

Mediating the Maritime Claim When 
Insurance Coverage is in Dispute
Explore challenges and get suggestions for 
handling disputed coverage in conjunction with 
mediating a plaintiff’s underlying lawsuit. Examine 
the practical and legal perils and pitfalls of handling 
coverage issues in mediation by a defense lawyer 
hired by the insurance company under reservation 
of rights, the respective roles of defense lawyer/
coverage counsel/insurance representative, and 
additional complications in educating the mediator 
on highly specialized insurance and maritime 
concepts.

Robert J. Cunningham, Roach & Newton, LLP, 
Houston, TX

2:05 p.m. .50 hr

Complex Insurance Coverage and Dispute 
Resolution Issues
The wording in insurance policies is often 
underappreciated by the insured, particularly 
for catastrophic event coverage that is seldom 
called upon. But when a claim is pursued for a 
major incident such as the BP Deepwater Horizon 
blowout, both specific coverage and dispute 
resolution provisions can become serious obstacles 
to the insured’s ability to collect. What should be in 
your clients' policies?

James W. Ferguson, Halliburton, Houston, TX

2:35 p.m. .75 hr

Nearly Random Thoughts on the Law and Sea
A conversation among Kenneth G. Engerrand, the 
audience, and Judge Hughes.

Judge Lynn N. Hughes, United States District Court, 
Southern District of Texas, Houston, TX

Kenneth G. Engerrand, Brown Sims, P.C., Houston, TX

3:20 p.m. Break

3:30 p.m. .50 hr

Trying Your Maritime Case in State Court
How does a maritime trial in state court differ 
from one in federal court? Take a short voyage 
to see the differences between trials in state and 
federal courts. Ports of call include jury selection, 
cross-examination, standards for admitting expert 
testimony, and charging the jury.

Hon. Dan Hinde, 269th District Court, Harris County, 
Houston, TX

4:00 p.m. .50 hr

Preserving Error and Navigating Appeals in 
State Court
Learn about error preservation tips and traps, 
getting a case into the Texas Supreme Court, and 
the story behind the latest Texas Supreme Court 
case on vessel status.

Christina F. Crozier, Haynes and Boone, LLP,  
Houston, TX
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This course has been approved for Minimum Continuing 
Legal Education credit by the State Bar of Texas Committee 
on MCLE in the amount of 8.00 hours, of which 1.25 credit 
hours will apply to legal ethics/professional responsibility 
credit. The University of Texas School of Law is a State Bar 
of California approved MCLE provider (#1944), and an 
Oklahoma Bar Association MCLE presumptively-
approved provider (#179).
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4:30 p.m. 1.00 hr ethics

What to Do if Your Client is Misbehaving, 
Part VII
Real-world questions and answers regarding ethics, 
the law, and what your client has asked you to 
do—or hide. This ethics session is designed to be 
interactive. Audience participation is encouraged!

Please submit your questions in advance to 
ConferenceQA@utcle.org or on-site at the 
conference registration desk. 

William J. Chriss, Law Office of William J. Chriss, P.C., 
Corpus Christi, TX

Bradley A. Jackson, Retired Admiralty and Maritime 
Lawyer, Houston, TX

5:30 p.m. Adjourn

phone 512.475.6700 ■ www.utcle.org ■ fax 512.475.6876

Online: 
www.utcle.org/conferences/AM17

Fax: 
512.475.6876

Mail: 
The University of Texas School of Law 
Attn. CLE 
PO Box 7759 
Austin, TX 78713-7759 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AM17

Bar Card#  ❑ TX ❑ Other State:  ❑ N/A

Name [ Mr. / Ms. ] 

Firm 

Address 

City   State   Zip 

Telephone    Fax 

Registrant’s Email (required) 

Assistant’s Email (optional) 
Invoices, confirmations, and receipts are emailed to these addresses.

REGISTRATION— Includes Electronic Course Materials and Luncheon Presentation
Special group registration rates available. Call 512.475.6700.

Select Registration Type

❑ Individual registration by September 20  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $395

❑ Individual registration after September 20. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $445

 Printed course binder available for an additional fee through September 20
 Conference registration includes Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) in ”Your Briefcase“ at www.utcle.org.

	 ❑ Printed Course Binder. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$37.89
 Price includes 8.25% Sales Tax

	 ❑ Printed Course Binder for tax exempt registrants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $35
 (e.g., government employees and nonprofits)

ECONFERENCE— For Texas MCLE Credit
Complete eConference package includes all conference materials for download from “Your Briefcase“ at www.utcle.org. 
Available 6–8 weeks after the live conference date.

❑ Individual eConference  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $345
 Call 512.475.6700 to register additional participants.

COMPLETE CONFERENCE MATERIALS
†
— For Research and Self-Study 

Comprehensive Binder and Audio products from the live conference.  
Available for delivery 4–6 weeks after conference date. Shipping included.

❑ eBinder Download (PDF) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $225

❑ Printed Binder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $275

❑ Audio Download (MP3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $175
†
Texas customers—add 8.25% sales tax or include an Exemption Certificate . . . . . . . . . $ 
Sales tax will be invoiced separately on taxable orders for which payment does not include tax.

 TOTAL $ 

METHOD OF PAYMENT

❑ Check (make check payable to The University of Texas at Austin) 

❑ VISA ❑ MasterCard ❑ American Express ❑ P.O.

Card /P.O. #    Exp. Date 
 
/

  (mm/yy)

Authorized Signature 

REGISTRATION FORM

REGISTRATION BENEFITS

Before the Conference: Access course materials—
downloadable PDFs of papers and slides—and 
speaker and attendee roster in "Your Briefcase" 
48 hours before the conference.

After the Conference: Unlimited access to final, 
complete course materials—downloadable PDFs 
of papers and slides—in "Your Briefcase."

eConference: Complimentary 1 year access to 
the eConference—with papers, slides, and 
audio—for CLE credit (TX and CA) you may have 
missed at the live conference. Available in "Your 
Briefcase" 6–8 weeks after the conference.

TX MCLE Credit Reporting: UT Law CLE can 
report credit on your behalf directly to the State 
Bar of Texas. Track your Texas MCLE credit 
claimed and reported through UT Law CLE in 
"Your Account."

Your Account: Activate "Your Account" online at 
www.utcle.org. Your UT Law CLE Account is 
created for you as a first-time conference 
registrant (mail and fax registrations) with the 
email address you provide.

ECONFERENCE AND  
COMPLETE CONFERENCE 

MATERIALS

eConference

Complete eConference package includes all 
conference materials for download from “Your 
Briefcase“ at www.utcle.org.

Complete Conference Materials 

Comprehensive Binder and Audio products from 
the live conference—for research and self-study. 
Available for download and shipping. 
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HOUSTON
September 29, 2017

CONFERENCE LOCATION

South Texas College of Law Houston 

1303 San Jacinto Street 

Houston, Texas 

713.659.8040

Parking: 

Various parking garages and  

surface lots in the area

KEY DATES

September 20, 2017 

last day for early registration 
add $50 for registrations 

received after this time

September 22, 2017 

last day for cancellation (full refund)

September 25, 2017 

last day for cancellation (partial refund) 
$50 processing fee applied

September 29, 2017, 8:20 a.m. 

conference begins

AM17

CONFERENCE FACULTY AND PLANNING COMMITTEE

DAVID W. ROBERTSON*—
CO-CHAIR 
The University of Texas School of Law 
Austin, TX

MICHAEL F. STURLEY*—
CO-CHAIR 
The University of Texas School of Law 
and National University of Singapore 
Austin, TX and Singapore

MATTHEW H. AMMERMAN* 
Law Office of Matthew H. 
Ammerman, P.C. 
Houston, TX

MICHAEL K. BELL* 
Blank Rome LLP 
Houston, TX

W. ROBINS BRICE* 
Brice Mediation 
Houston, TX

WILLIAM J. CHRISS 
Law Office of William J. Chriss, P.C. 
Corpus Christi, TX

ROBERT G. CLYNE 
American Bureau of Shipping 
Houston, TX

CHRISTINA F. CROZIER 
Haynes and Boone, LLP 
Houston, TX

ROBERT J. CUNNINGHAM 
Roach & Newton, LLP 
Houston, TX

RACHEL ANNE DE CORDOVA* 
Phelps Dunbar LLP 
Houston, TX

HON. JOHN W. DEGRAVELLES 
U.S. District Court,  
Middle District of Louisiana 
Baton Rouge, LA

NICHOLAS W. EARLES* 
Schouest, Bamdas, Soshea & 
BenMaier, PLLC 
Houston, TX

KENNETH G. ENGERRAND* 
Brown Sims, P.C. 
Houston, TX

JAMES W. FERGUSON 
Halliburton 
Houston, TX

THOMAS C. FITZHUGH III* 
Schouest, Bamdas, Soshea & 
BenMaier PLLC 
Houston, TX

SAMUEL A. GIBERGA 
Hornbeck Offshore Services, Inc. 
Covington, LA

HON. DAN HINDE 
269th District Court, Harris County 
Houston, TX

JUDGE LYNN N. HUGHES 
United States District Court, 
Southern District of Texas 
Houston, TX

BRADLEY A. JACKSON* 
Retired Admiralty and Maritime 
Lawyer 
Houston, TX

KEITH B. LETOURNEAU 
Blank Rome LLP 
Houston, TX

PETER A. MCLAUCHLAN* 
Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP 
Houston, TX

JOHN J. MICHAEL* 
Vinson & Elkins LLP 
Houston, TX

STEPHANY OLSEN-LEGRAND* 
Eversheds Sutherland 
Houston, TX

JULIA M. (ADAMS) PALMER* 
Holland & Knight LLP 
Houston, TX

BRUCE G. PAULSEN 
Seward & Kissel LLP 
New York, TX

JOHN R. PEARSON* 
Trahan Dinn Kornegay Payne LLP 
Houston, TX

JAMES HAROLD POWER 
Holland & Knight LLP 
New York, TX

STEVEN L. ROBERTS* 
Eversheds Sutherland 
Houston, TX

JOHN C. SCHWAMBACH JR.* 
Pierce & O'Neill, LLP 
Houston, TX

EUGENE J. SILVA SR.* 
Vinson & Elkins LLP 
Houston, TX

CLAUDE L. STUART III* 
Hall Maines Lugrin, P.C. 
Houston, TX

JONATHAN K. WALDRON 
Blank Rome LLP 
Washington, DC

DAVID R. WALKER* 
Royston, Rayzor, Vickery &  
Williams LLP 
Houston, TX

HAROLD K. WATSON* 
Chaffe McCall LLP 
Houston, TX

*Planning Committee member


