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FRIDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 16, 2020

Presiding Officer: 
Claude L. Stuart III, Hall Maines Lugrin, 
P.C., Houston, TX

8:20 a.m.	 Welcoming Remarks

8:30 a.m.	 1.50 hrs

Recent Developments in Admiralty and 
Maritime Law at the National Level and in 
the Fifth and Eleventh Circuits
The twentieth annual installment of the seminal 
paper surveys developments, identifies issues of 
genuine national importance, and discusses items 
of significant interest from the Fifth and Eleventh 
Circuits.

Michael F. Sturley, The University of Texas School of 
Law, Austin, TX

Matthew H. Ammerman, Law Office of Matthew H. 
Ammerman, P.C., Houston, TX

10:00 a.m.	 5-Minute Break

10:05 a.m.	 .50 hr

Washington DC Update
Update on recent and trending Washington DC  
legislative and administrate activity affecting 
maritime trade and the U.S. offshore energy 
industry.

Gerald A. Morrissey III, Holland & Knight LLP, 
Washington, DC

10:35 a.m.	 5-Minute Break

10:40 a.m.	 .50 hr

Major Disruptive Events: Pandemics, Storms, 
Fires, Oh My!
In the era of COVID, new challenges and 
complications have emerged, including the rising 
impact of sanctions, greater need to seize and 
attach ships, cargo and funds, and the challenge of 
judicial sales conducted by Zoom when the federal 
courthouse is closed. Knowledge of key maritime 
tools is essential to protect your client’s interest.

Michael J. Frevola, Holland & Knight LLP, New York, NY
Julia Haines, Holland & Knight LLP, Houston, TX

11:10 a.m.	 5-Minute Break

11:15 a.m.	 1.00 hr

Judicial Perspective: Discussion of Maritime 
Decisions and Practice
Chief Judge Lee Rosenthal discusses maritime 
decisions and practice from her service on the 
United States District Court for the Southern 
District of Texas.

Hon. Lee H. Rosenthal, U.S. District Court, Southern 
District of Texas, Houston, TX

Kenneth G. Engerrand, Brown Sims, P.C., Houston, TX

12:15 p.m.	 Break for Lunch
Presentation resumes at 12:35 p.m.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer: 
John R. Pearson, Trahan Kornegay 
Partners LLP, Houston, TX

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

12:35 p.m.	 .50 hr

Recent Amendment to Transp. Code 66.011: 
The Board of Pilot Commissioners for the 
Ports of Harris County and How it Might 
Impact the Admiralty Bar
The present makeup of the Board came into being 
during the last Legislature when it amended Texas 
Transp. Code 66.011. This presentation discusses 
the composition of the Board, what it does, why it 
does it, and when and how the actions of the Board 
might impact the Admiralty Bar.

Commissioner Reginald E. McKamie, Board of Pilot 
Commissioners for the Ports of Harris County, 
Houston, TX

1:05 p.m.	 5-Minute Break

1:10 p.m.	 .50 hr

Marine Warranty Surveyors: The Eyes and 
Ears of Underwriters
This presentation briefly explores the origins of 
insurance, the London insurance market, and 
why underwriters rely on specialists, particularly 
in the offshore sector. Case studies are explored 
demonstrating how the marine warranty surveyor 
can advocate with regard to risk prevention, technical 
claims management, and as an expert witness.

James Vavasour, MatthewsDaniel, Houston, TX

1:40 p.m.	 5-Minute Break

1:45 p.m.	 .50 hr

Primer on Recovery of Attorney's Fees
What contractual language does maritime law 
require for a party to recover attorney’s fees in a 
breach of contract claim? What type of evidence is 
necessary to properly present the claim to a trial 
court? This presentation will be useful for in-house 
and outside counsel. 

F. Daniel Knight, Chamberlain, Hrdlicka, White, 
Williams & Aughtry, Houston, TX

2:15 p.m.	 5-Minute Break

2:20 p.m.	 1.00 hr

Common Mistakes in Maritime Contracts
A panel of experienced in-house counsel discusses 
common mistakes, issues, sticky negotiating points, 
and issues of importance in maritime contracts. 
The panel also likely discusses what they expect 
from outside counsel who assist in the drafting or 
negotiation of such contracts.

Moderator:
F. Daniel Knight, Chamberlain, Hrdlicka, White, 

Williams & Aughtry, Houston, TX

Panelists:
Jennifer Bickley, Sofec, Inc., Houston, TX
Rebecca Doty, Hess Corporation, Houston, TX
Rosalyn L. Young, O'Rourke Petroleum, Houston, TX

3:20 p.m.	 5-Minute Break

3:25 p.m.	 .50 hr

Effective Voir Dire
Judge Payne discusses the most recent 
developments in addressing bias and strikes in the 
voir dire process, the effect of COVID on the jury 
selection process in the courts, and observations 
of techniques and tools that were most effective in 
selecting a fair and impartial jury.

Hon. Latosha Lewis Payne, 55th Civil District Court, 
Houston, TX

3:55 p.m.	 5-Minute Break

29TH ANNUAL DAVID W. ROBERTSON

ADMIRALTY AND MARITIME LAW CONFERENCE
October 16, 2020 ■ Live Webcast

Earn up to 8.00 Hours of Credit Including 1.00 Hour of Ethics Credit  
(Approved in TX, CA, OK, and PA; Expected for LA)

TX Legal Specialization Credit Approved for Civil Appellate Law, Civil Trial Law, Oil, Gas and Mineral Law, Personal Injury Trial Law

Earn up to 9.50 Hours of TX Accounting CPE

Times listed are Central Standard

phone 512.475.6700 ■ www.utcle.org/conferences/AM20/signup ■ fax 512.475.6876

ABOUT THE COVER 

“TWIC Carrying, Galveston Artist”  
by Rachel Wiley-Janota

www.rachelwiley.com | (713) 725-8592 



4:00 p.m.	 .50 hr

One Judge, Four Benches: A Perspective on 
Effective Advocacy
In nearly two decades on the bench, Judge Jeff 
Brown has served in both the state and federal 
systems, on two trial courts and two appellate 
courts. Based on that experience, he’ll share tips 
for productively pressing your client’s case.

Hon. Jeffrey V. Brown, U.S. District Court, Southern 
District of Texas, Galveston, TX

4:30 p.m.	 5-Minute Break

4:35 p.m.	 1.00 hr ethics

What To Do If Your Client Is Misbehaving, 
Part X
Real-world questions and answers regarding 
ethics, the law, and what your client has asked 
you to do—or hide. Stump our experts with your 
hardest questions! Please submit your questions in 
advance to ConferenceQA@utcle.org.

Kevin Dubose, Alexander Dubose & Jefferson LLP, 
Houston, TX

Bradley A. Jackson, The University of Texas School of 
Law, Houston, TX

5:35 p.m.	 Adjourn
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REGISTRATION BENEFITS

Comprehensive Course Materials: Access 

course materials in "Your Briefcase" 

approximately 48 hours before the live 

webcast, and enjoy unlimited access to the 

final, complete course materials – 

downloadable PDFs of papers and slides.

Accredited eConference: Complimentary 

access to the eConference – with papers, 

slides, and video – accredited for one year in 

both TX and CA are available in "Your 

Briefcase" 4–6 weeks after the live webcast.

TX MCLE Credit Reporting: UT Law CLE can 

report credit on your behalf directly to the State 

Bar of Texas. Track the Texas MCLE credit 

reported on your behalf at "Your Account" 

after you’ve logged in at www.utcle.org.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY	 AM20

Bar Card #  ❑ TX	 ❑ Other State: 	 ❑ N/A

Name [ Mr. / Ms. ] 

Firm 

Address 

City   State   Zip 

Telephone    Fax 

Registrant’s Email (required) 

Assistant’s Email (optional) 
Invoices, confirmations, and receipts are emailed to these addresses.

LIVE WEBCAST REGISTRATION
Includes Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) in "Your Briefcase". Special group registration rates available. Call 
512.475.6700.

❑ Individual Registration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                           $395

Printed and Shipped Course Binder – Available for order through Friday, October 16, 2020
Please note that the printed binder will arrive 4-6 weeks after the scheduled webcast. Delivery to P.O. boxes is not 
permitted.

❑ Printed and Shipped Course Binder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     $59.54 ($55*)

	 TOTAL EVENT REGISTRATION $ 

FIRST AND SECOND YEAR ATTORNEYS MAY ATTEND FOR JUST $150! CALL 512.475.6700 TO REGISTER.

POST-CONFERENCE PRODUCTS

eConference –� For Texas and California MCLE Credit
Includes Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) and program video/audio. Available 4-6 weeks after live event. Hours may 
vary depending on actual event runtime.

❑ Individual eConference . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                          $395

Post-Course Binder –� For Research and Self-Study 
Comprehensive binder with papers and slides, available for delivery 4–6 weeks after live event.

❑ Electronic Post-Course Download (PDF). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   $156.96 ($145*)

❑ Printed Post-Course Binder. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                              $211.09 ($195*)

Annual eLibrary Subscription –� For Research and Self-Study 
Extensive resources including audio, video, papers, and slides from UT Law CLE programs.

❑ eLibrary 12-Month Subscription. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                          $319.34 ($295*)

	 TOTAL POST-CONFERENCE PRODUCTS $ 

METHOD OF PAYMENT

❑ Check (make check payable to The University of Texas at Austin) 

❑ VISA  ❑ MasterCard  ❑ American Express  ❑ P.O. (include a copy of the purchase order upon submission)

Card / P.O. #    Exp. Date 
 
/

		 (mm/yy)

Authorized Signature 

* Tax-exempt rate for, e.g., government employees and nonprofits. Include a Texas Sales and Use Tax 
Exemption Certificate with order.

REGISTRATION FORM

Online: 
www.utcle.org/conferences/AM20/signup

Fax:  
512.475.6876

Questions? 512.475.6700

Mail: 
The University of Texas School of Law 
ATTN: CLE 
PO Box 7759 
Austin, TX 78713-7759

This course has been approved for Minimum Continuing 
Legal Education credit by the State Bar of Texas 
Committee on MCLE in the amount of 8.00 hours, of which 
1.00 credit hours will apply to legal ethics/professional 
responsibility credit. The University of Texas School of Law 
is a State Bar of California approved MCLE provider 
(#1944), and an Oklahoma Bar Association MCLE 
presumptively-approved provider (#169).
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LIVE WEBCAST
October 16, 2020

KEY DATES

October 9, 2020 
Last day for full refund cancellation

October 12, 2020 
Last day for partial refund cancellation 

$50 processing fee applied

October 16, 2020, 8:20 a.m., CST 
Webcast begins

October 16, 2020 
Last day to order printed and shipped binder  

at conference pricing

Our efforts for real change against racism.

Learn how we as lawyers can join the 
fight against racial injustice.

Visit www.utcle.org for more.

ACTION THROUGH EDUCATION

CONFERENCE FACULTY AND PLANNING COMMITTEE

MICHAEL F. STURLEY*—
CHAIR 
The University of Texas 
School of Law 
Austin, TX

MATTHEW H. 
AMMERMAN* 
Law Office of Matthew H. 
Ammerman, P.C. 
Houston, TX

MICHAEL K. BELL* 
Blank Rome LLP 
Houston, TX

JENNIFER BICKLEY 
Sofec, Inc. 
Houston, TX

W. ROBINS BRICE* 
Brice Mediation 
Houston, TX

HON. JEFFREY V. 
BROWN 
U.S. District Court, 
Southern District of Texas 
Galveston, TX

REBECCA DOTY 
Hess Corporation 
Houston, TX

KEVIN DUBOSE 
Alexander Dubose & 
Jefferson LLP 
Houston, TX

NICHOLAS W. EARLES* 
Schouest, Bamdas, 
Soshea & BenMaier, PLLC 
Houston, TX

KENNETH G. 
ENGERRAND* 
Brown Sims, P.C. 
Houston, TX

THOMAS C. FITZHUGH III* 
Schouest, Bamdas, 
Soshea & BenMaier, PLLC 
Houston, TX

JULIA HAINES* 
Holland & Knight LLP 
Houston, TX

BRADLEY A. JACKSON* 
The University of Texas 
School of Law 
Houston, TX

F. DANIEL KNIGHT* 
Chamberlain, Hrdlicka, 
White, Williams & Aughtry 
Houston, TX

HON. LATOSHA LEWIS 
PAYNE 
55th Civil District Court 
Houston, TX

COMMISSIONER 
REGINALD E. MCKAMIE 
Board of Pilot 
Commissioners for the 
Ports of Harris County 
Houston, TX

PETER A. 
MCLAUCHLAN* 
Foley Gardere 
Houston, TX

JOHN J. MICHAEL* 
Vinson & Elkins LLP 
Houston, TX

GERALD A. MORRISSEY III 
Holland & Knight LLP 
Washington, DC

JOHN R. PEARSON* 
Trahan Kornegay  
Partners LLP 
Houston, TX

HON. LEE H. 
ROSENTHAL 
U.S. District Court, 
Southern District of Texas 
Houston, TX

JOHN C. SCHWAMBACH 
JR.* 
Schouest, Bamdas, 
Soshea & BenMaier, PLLC 
Houston, TX

EUGENE J. SILVA SR.* 
Vinson & Elkins LLP 
Houston, TX

CLAUDE L. STUART III* 
Hall Maines Lugrin, P.C. 
Houston, TX

JAMES VAVASOUR 
MatthewsDaniel 
Houston, TX

ROSALYN L. YOUNG 
O'Rourke Petroleum 
Houston, TX

*Planning Committee 
member

The Admiralty and Maritime Law Conference is named in honor of David W. Robertson, a 
beloved UT Law professor, who passed away in 2018. Professor Robertson had a 50-year 
career of tremendous distinction as a teacher and scholar, and national recognition as a 
leading authority on the law of admiralty and an important scholar in the field of torts. He 
was a brilliant teacher who loved what he did, and his legacy will live on not only in his many 
publications, but also in the work of the students and conference attendees who learned 
from him.

DAVID W. ROBERTSON

UT Law CLE is committed to  
Practice Excellence.
We are here to support our community while 
we navigate the coronavirus pandemic 
together. Information and updates regarding 
our in-person conferences and live webcasts 
will be posted at www.utcle.org. 

In addition, we continue to offer multiple 
educational opportunities online—both live 
and on-demand—by bringing practitioners 
together virtually. We are  
fortunate to serve so  
many of you who  
strive for excellence in  
the practice of law.


