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FRIDAY MORNING, OCT. 15, 2021

Presiding Officer: 
Thomas C. Fitzhugh III, Schouest, 
Bamdas, Soshea & BenMaier, PLLC, 
Houston, TX

7:30 a.m. Registration Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

8:20 a.m. Welcoming Remarks

8:30 a.m. 1.25 hrs

Recent Developments in Admiralty and 
Maritime Law at the National Level and in 
the Fifth and Eleventh Circuits
The twenty-first annual installment of the seminal 
paper surveys developments, identifies issues of 
genuine national importance, and discusses items of 
significant interest from the Fifth and Eleventh Circuits.

Michael F. Sturley, The University of Texas School of 
Law, Austin, TX

Matthew H. Ammerman, Law Office of Matthew H. 
Ammerman, P.C., Houston, TX

9:45 a.m. Break

10:00 a.m. .50 hr

Puzzling Pilots: Reevaluating the Legal 
Status of Pilots
Using pilots as a case study, this presentation 
reexamines the ever-perplexing jurisprudence of 
seaman status and explores where the courts have, 
arguably, gone astray.

Reid E. Coleman, U.S. Court of Appeals, Fifth Circuit, 
Houston, TX

10:30 a.m. 1.00 hr

En Banc Decision of the Fifth Circuit in 
Sanchez v. Smart Fabricators
The author of the unanimous en banc decision of 
the Fifth Circuit in Sanchez v. Smart Fabricators 
discusses the evolution of the test for seaman 
status and the ramifications of the decision for 
maritime workers and employers.

Hon. W. Eugene Davis, U.S. Court of Appeals, Fifth 
Circuit, New Orleans, LA

Kenneth G. Engerrand, Brown Sims, P.C.,  
Houston, TX

11:30 a.m. .50 hr

A Practical Guide to Filing a Limitation of 
Liability Proceeding
This presentation discusses the pleadings and 
related documents that need to be filed in 
connection with a limitation of liability proceeding 
under the unified Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, 
and points out the differences in terminology 
between the Federal Rules and the former 
Admiralty Rules.

Frank A. Piccolo, Chaffe McCall LLP, Houston, TX

12:00 p.m. Pick Up Lunch
Included in registration.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer: 
Peter A. McLauchlan, McLauchlan Law 
Group, LLC, Houston, TX

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

12:30 p.m. .50 hr

Legal Issues with Novel Uses and Emerging 
Technologies in the Maritime Sector
An exploration of the ongoing development 
of novel uses in the maritime sector, including 
alternative fuels (hydrogen, biofuels, nuclear), wave 
energy generation, autonomy, commercial space 
operations, and aquaculture. In many cases, these 
emerging technologies have outpaced regulations 
and may not fit squarely in current legal frameworks, 
and are requiring innovative solutions.

Sean T. Pribyl, Holland & Knight LLP, Washington, DC

1:00 p.m. Break

1:10 p.m. 1.00 hr

Offshore Wind Energy Projects and the 
Complexities Presented by U.S. Maritime Laws
This panel of industry experts offers insights into 
the complicating role that the Jones Act, OCSLA, 
and other maritime laws play in developing and 
operating offshore wind energy projects in U.S. 
waters. 

Moderator:
John J. Michael, Vinson & Elkins LLP, Houston, TX

Panelist:
Jeff Andreini, Crowley Marine Services, Inc.,  

Houston, TX
Karl Humberson, Dominion Energy, Richmond, VA

2:10 p.m. 1.00 hr

Laying the Keel for a Seaworthy Arbitration
A discussion of the considerations arbitration 
clause drafters give to contract language and 
terms, as well as the impact of those decisions 
when disputes arise.

Moderator:
F. Daniel Knight, Chamberlain, Hrdlicka, White, 

Williams & Aughtry, Houston, TX

Panelists:
Tami L. Brennan, MODEC International, Inc., 

Houston, TX
Julia M. Haines, Holland & Knight LLP, Houston, TX
Theresa Wanat, Holland & Knight LLP, Houston, TX

3:10 p.m. Break

3:20 p.m. .50 hr

Analyzing Subrogation and Recovery Issues 
in Complex Maritime Property Losses
Examine a recent and complex vessel collision 
that occurred during Hurricane Harvey, spanning 
various maritime issues. Hear an analysis on how 
those issues intersect with the subrogation claims 
pursued on behalf of a multitude of insurers. 
This presentation also touches upon common 
subrogation claims and defense regularly 
encountered in litigation.

James D. Dendinger, Cozen O'Connor, Dallas, TX
Jason S. Schulze, Cozen O’Connor, Houston, TX

3:50 p.m. .50 hr

Insolvencies Topic: Intersection of Admiralty 
and Bankruptcy
A discussion on the unique aspects of maritime 
bankruptcy cases and some practical tips for 
professionals appearing in bankruptcy courts.

Hon. Chris López, U.S. Bankruptcy Court, Southern 
District of Texas, Houston, TX

4:20 p.m. 1.00 hr ethics

What To Do If Your Client Is Misbehaving, 
Part XI
Real-world questions and answers regarding ethics, 
the law, and what to do when your client asks you 
to do something improper. Stump our experts 
with your hardest questions! Please submit your 
questions in advance to ConferenceQA@utcle.org.

Bradley A. Jackson, The University of Texas School of 
Law, Houston, TX

Scott Rothenberg, Law Office of Scott Rothenberg, 
Bellaire, TX

5:20 p.m. Adjourn
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ABOUT THE COVER

"Gulf Seas" by Rachel Wiley-Janota 2017, 20x 
30 inches, mixed media on wood panel. 



PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AM21

Bar Card #  ❑ TX ❑ Other State:  ❑ N/A

Name [ Mr. / Ms. ] 

Firm 

Address 

City   State   Zip 

Telephone    Fax 

Registrant’s Email (required) 

Assistant’s Email (optional) 
Invoices, confirmations, and receipts are emailed to these addresses.

EVENT REGISTRATION
Includes Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) in "Your Briefcase." Special group registration rates available. Call 
512.475.6700.

❑ Live, In-Person Event Registration  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $395 | $445 after October 7

❑ Live Webcast Registration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $395 | $445 after October 7

Printed and Shipped Binder with Registration (Shipping Included) – Available for order through 
Friday, October 15, 2021
Please Note: Printed binder will arrive 2-3 weeks after the conclusion of the live conference. Delivery to P.O. boxes is not 
permitted. Binders will not be distributed on-site.

❑ Printed and Shipped Course Binder  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $70.36 ($65*)

Webcast Add-on
Register for the in-person conference and add on the webcast format for attendance flexibility.

❑ Webcast Add-on  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $75

 TOTAL EVENT REGISTRATION $ 

FIRST AND SECOND YEAR ATTORNEYS MAY ATTEND FOR JUST $150! CALL 512.475.6700 TO REGISTER.

POST-CONFERENCE PRODUCTS

eConference –  For Texas and California MCLE Credit
Includes Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) and program video/audio. Available 4-6 weeks after live event. Hours may 
vary depending on actual event runtime.

❑ Individual eConference  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $395

Post-Course Binder –  For Research and Self-Study 
Comprehensive binder with papers and slides, available for delivery 4–6 weeks after live event.

❑ Electronic Post-Course Download (PDF) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $265.21 ($245*)

❑ Printed Post-Course Binder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $319.34 ($295*)

Annual eLibrary Subscription –  For Research and Self-Study 
Extensive resources including audio, video, papers, and slides from UT Law CLE programs.

❑ eLibrary 12-Month Subscription . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $319.34 ($295*)

 TOTAL POST-CONFERENCE PRODUCTS $ 

METHOD OF PAYMENT

❑ Check (make check payable to The University of Texas at Austin) 

❑ VISA ❑ MasterCard ❑ American Express ❑ P.O. (include a copy of the purchase order upon submission)

Card / P.O. #   CVV #   Exp. Date 
 
/

  (mm/yy)

Authorized Signature 

* Tax-exempt rate for, e.g., government employees and nonprofits. Include a Texas Sales and Use Tax 
Exemption Certificate with order.

REGISTRATION FORM

phone 512.475.6700 ■ www.utcle.org/conferences/AM21/signup ■ fax 512.475.6876

REGISTRATION BENEFITS

Comprehensive Course Materials: Access 

course materials in "Your Briefcase" 

approximately 48 hours before the start of 

the program, and enjoy unlimited access to 

the final, complete course materials – 

downloadable PDFs of papers and slides.

Accredited eConference: Complimentary 

access to the eConference – with papers, 

slides, and video – accredited for one year in 

both TX and CA are available in "Your 

Briefcase" 4–6 weeks after the program.

TX MCLE Credit Reporting: UT Law CLE can 

report credit on your behalf directly to the State 

Bar of Texas. Track the Texas MCLE credit 

reported on your behalf at "Your Account" 

after you’ve logged in at www.utcle.org.

TROUBLE LOGGING IN?

A UT Law CLE account is created for 

conference attendees and product customers 

with information provided on the order form. 

An email address will serve as the User Name.

Forget Your Password or Need it Reset? 

Just select “Forgot Password” under “Sign In 

or Join” at www.utcle.org.

Still Need Assistance? Contact customer 

service at 512.475.6700 or service@utcle.org 

during business hours.

HOW TO REGISTER

Online: 

www.utcle.org/conferences/AM21/signup

Mail: 

The University of Texas  

School of Law 

ATTN: CLE 

PO Box 7759 

Austin, TX 78713-7759

Fax:  

512.475.6876

Questions? 512.475.6700



The University of Texas at Austin
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PO Box 7759 • Austin, TX  78713-7759
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AM21

See what we're doing 
differently this year to 

address the safety concerns 
of our staff and attendees 

at in-person events.

SCAN TO VIEW OUR  
COVID-19 PROTOCOLS

HOUSTON
October 15, 2021

CONFERENCE LOCATION

Royal Sonesta Hotel 
2222 West Loop South 

Houston, TX 77027-3502 
713.627.7600 

855.463.3091 (reservations)

Parking: 
Self-parking: $10 daily; $16 overnight 

Valet: $16 daily; $25 overnight 
(subject to change)

KEY DATES

October 7, 2021 
Last day for early registration rates

October 8, 2021 
Last day for full refund cancellation

October 11, 2021 
Last day for partial refund cancellation 

$50 processing fee applied

October 15, 2021, 8:20 a.m., CT 
Conference begins

October 15, 2021 
Last day to order a printed and shipped course binder 

with in-person or webcast conference registration.

CONFERENCE FACULTY AND PLANNING COMMITTEE

MICHAEL F. STURLEY*—CHAIR 
The University of Texas School of Law 
Austin, TX

MATTHEW H. AMMERMAN* 
Law Office of Matthew H. 
Ammerman, P.C. 
Houston, TX

JEFF ANDREINI 
Crowley Marine Services, Inc. 
Houston, TX

MICHAEL K. BELL* 
Blank Rome LLP 
Houston, TX

TAMI L. BRENNAN 
MODEC International, Inc. 
Houston, TX

W. ROBINS BRICE* 
Brice Mediation 
Houston, TX

REID E. COLEMAN 
U.S. Court of Appeals, Fifth Circuit 
Houston, TX

HON. W. EUGENE DAVIS 
U.S. Court of Appeals, Fifth Circuit 
New Orleans, LA

JAMES D. DENDINGER 
Cozen O'Connor 
Dallas, TX

KENNETH G. ENGERRAND* 
Brown Sims, P.C. 
Houston, TX

THOMAS C. FITZHUGH III* 
Schouest, Bamdas, Soshea & 
BenMaier, PLLC 
Houston, TX

JULIA M. HAINES* 
Holland & Knight LLP 
Houston, TX

KARL HUMBERSON 
Dominion Energy 
Richmond, VA

BRADLEY A. JACKSON* 
The University of Texas School of Law 
Houston, TX

F. DANIEL KNIGHT* 
Chamberlain, Hrdlicka, White, 
Williams & Aughtry 
Houston, TX

HON. CHRIS LÓPEZ 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
Southern District of Texas 
Houston, TX

PETER A. MCLAUCHLAN* 
McLauchlan Law Group, LLC 
Houston, TX

JOHN J. MICHAEL* 
Vinson & Elkins LLP 
Houston, TX

JOHN R PEARSON* 
Trahan Kornegay Partners LLP 
Houston, TX

FRANK A. PICCOLO 
Chaffe McCall LLP 
Houston, TX

SEAN T. PRIBYL 
Holland & Knight LLP 
Washington, DC

SCOTT ROTHENBERG 
Law Office of Scott Rothenberg 
Bellaire, TX

JASON S. SCHULZE 
Cozen O’Connor 
Houston, TX

JOHN C. SCHWAMBACH JR.* 
Schouest, Bamdas, Soshea & 
BenMaier, PLLC 
Houston, TX

EUGENE J. SILVA SR.* 
Vinson & Elkins LLP 
Houston, TX

CLAUDE L. STUART III* 
Hall Maines Lugrin, P.C. 
Houston, TX

THERESA WANAT 
Holland & Knight LLP 
Houston, TX

HAROLD K. WATSON* 
Chaffe McCall LLP 
Houston, TX

*Planning Committee member

The Admiralty and Maritime Law Conference is named in honor of David W. Robertson, a 
beloved UT Law professor, who passed away in 2018. Professor Robertson had a 50-year 
career of tremendous distinction as a teacher and scholar, and national recognition as a 
leading authority on the law of admiralty and an important scholar in the field of torts. He 
was a brilliant teacher who loved what he did, and his legacy will live on not only in his many 
publications, but also in the work of the students and conference attendees who learned 
from him.

DAVID W. ROBERTSON

This course has been approved for Minimum Continuing 
Legal Education credit by the State Bar of Texas Committee 
on MCLE in the amount of 7.75 hours, of which 1.00 credit 
hours will apply to legal ethics/professional responsibility 
credit. The University of Texas School of Law is a State Bar 
of California approved MCLE provider (#1944), and an 
Oklahoma Bar Association MCLE presumptively-
approved provider (#169).
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