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2ND ANNUAL COLLABORATIVE LAW 
SPRING RETREAT

March  3-5 , 2005  •  Four  S ea sons  Hote l  •  Aus t in , Texa s
Ear n up to  10 .75  Hours  of  Credi t  Inc lud ing 1 .0  Hour  of  E th ics  Credi t

THURSDAY EVENING, MARCH 3, 2005

4:00 p.m. Registration Opens

6:00 p.m. Welcome Reception

San Jacinto Ballroom

8:00 p.m. Dinner on your own

FRIDAY MORNING, MARCH 4, 2005

Presiding Officer:
Mike Gregory, J.D., Denton

6:30 a.m. Optional morning walk

Everyone welcome. Meet in the hotel lobby.

8:00 a.m. Registration Opens

Includes continental breakfast.

9:00 a.m. 

Welcome and Opening Remarks

Leota H. Alexander, J.D., Dallas
Retreat Director
Larry Hance, J.D., Dallas
President, Collaborative Law Institute of Texas

9:10 a.m. .33 hr

Special Remarks

Kelly Frels,  J.D., Houston
President, State Bar of Texas

9:30 a.m. .33 hr 

Leadership and Self-Renewal for 
Collaborative Professionals
“Evolution”: a process in which something passes by 

degrees to a different stage (especially a more ad-

vanced or mature stage).  The evolution of family law 

by way of the collaborative process has been dramat-

ic and positive—for attorneys who practice family law 

and for couples who are facing divorce.  Having prac-

ticed family law for over 35 years, I have witnessed the 

evolution of family law and I see in the future an even 

greater role for the collaborative process.

Thomas L. Ausley, J.D., Austin

9:50 a.m. Break

10:05 a.m. 1.75 hr

Workshop: Non-Adversarial Communication: 
The Essence of Collaboration
Non-adversarial communication makes collaboration pos-

sible by creating understanding and shifting people from 

seeing the other as the enemy to seeing the other as human.

Thomas Bache-Wiig, B.S., Boulder, CO
Connection Partners, Inc.
Arlene Brownell, Ph.D., Boulder, CO
Connection Partners, Inc.

11:50 a.m. Break

Move to luncheon room.

12:00 p.m. 

Keynote to Open Luncheon

Norma Levine Trusch, J.D., Houston 
President, International Academy of 
Collaborative Professionals

12:05 p.m. 1.5 hr

Round Table Discussions
Each table at the luncheon will have a cross-section 

of lawyers, mental health professionals and financial 

professionals. Selected ethical and/or tough collab-

orative issues will be passed out to each table for 

discussion. A summary of the resolutions of the issues 

will be given to the moderator who will report to the 

group at the end of the luncheon or will include the 

results in the next CLI newsletter.

Leota H. Alexander, J.D., Dallas, Moderator

FRIDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer:  
Jennifer Broussard, J.D., Houston

1:45 p.m. 1.0 hr

Practice Development

Linda Rollins-Threats, Ph.D., Dallas
LRT, Inc., Psychotherapist, Private Practice
Tracy Stewart, CPA, College Station
Stewart Financial Consulting
Ruth Lavada Vernier, J.D., The Woodlands
Law Offices of Ruth Lavada Vernier

2:45 p.m. Break

3:00 p.m. 1.0 hr

Managing Client Relationships
Love, Loss and Logistics: Finding a common language 

for clients; Keeping the Train on the Tracks when the 

Wheels Fall Off; Boundaries, Boundaries, Boundaries.

Kevin Fuller, J.D., Dallas
Linda Solomon, LPC, LMFT, LCDC, Dallas
Jennifer Tull, J.D., Austin

4:00 p.m. 1.0 hr ethics 

Protocols

I.     Protocols of Practice for Collaborative 

Family Lawyers  .16 hr

    Gay Gayle Cox, J.D., Dallas

II.   Protocols of Practice for Collaborative 

Mental Health Professionals  .42 hr

     Deborah Slye Miller, J.D., Dallas, Facilitator
     John A. Zervopoulos, Ph.D., J.D., ABPP, Dallas

III.  Protocols of Practice for Collaborative 

Financial Professionals  .42 hr

     Deborah Slye Miller, J.D., Dallas, Facilitator
     Scott D. Clarke, CFP, CDFA, Colleyville
     R. Maureen Tolbert, CFP, CDFA, Ft. Worth
     Lynn Davis Ward, J.D., C.P.A., Dallas

5:00 p.m. Adjourn

SATURDAY, MARCH 5, 2005

Presiding Officer:
Richard C. Price, J.D., Fort Worth

6:30 a.m. Optional morning walk
Everyone welcome. Meet in the hotel lobby.

8:00 a.m. Meeting Room Opens

Includes continental breakfast.

9:00 a.m. 1.0 hr

The Evolution of Collaborative Practice
Rapid changes are occurring in collaborative law. 

Some lawyers are devoting their practices exclusively 

to collaborative law. Meanwhile, young attorneys are 

embracing the subject with wide acceptance. Don’t 

miss this presentation to get a sense of where the col-

laborative law movement is heading.

Harry L. Tindall, J.D., Houston, Facilitator
Panel: Kristen A. Algert, J.D., Austin
Bret A. Bosker, J.D., Houston
Melinda L. Eitzen, J.D., Plano
Angela G. Pence, J.D., Houston
Stefani Shapiro, J.D., Houston
Jennifer Tull, J.D., Austin

P h o n e :  5 1 2 - 4 7 5 - 6 7 0 0  F a x :  5 1 2 - 4 7 5 - 6 8 7 6



10:00 a.m. 1.5 hr

Negotiation Workshop
The aim of this  workshop is  to help part icipants 

improve their skills in negotiation, joint decision-making, 

and joint problem-solving. To achieve these goals, 

the workshop will introduce a conceptual model of 

the basic elements of negotiation and demonstrate 

their  use with var ious examples and role plays.  

Participants will have the opportunity to negotiate 

case exercises to enrich their understanding of the 

concepts. The workshop will also focus upon suggesting 

ways to train cl ients in negotiating techniques, en-

abling clients to function as equally skilled negotiating 

partners in the collaborative process.

Mark Otis, Ph.D., Dallas

11:30 a.m. Lunch on own

Presiding Officer: 
Donald R. Royall, J.D., Houston 

1:00 p.m. 1.5 hr

Negotiation Workshop, Continued

2:30 p.m. Adjourn

R E G I S T R A T I O N  F O R  C B 0 5

Mail this registration form to: 
The University of Texas School of Law, Attn. CB05
P.O. Box 7759, Austin, TX 78713-7759 
or fax a copy to:  (512) 475-6876

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Bar Card#     ❑ State:        ❑  N/A

CPA#     ❑ State:        ❑  N/A

Name [ Mr. / Ms. ]  

Firm  

Address  

City    State    Zip  

Telephone    Fax  

E-mail Address  

METHOD OF PAYMENT

❑ Check (make checks payable to: The University of Texas at Austin)

❑ VISA or  ❑ Mastercard (sorry, no AMEX or Discover)

Card #   - - -

X     /
Authorized Signature Exp. Date (mm/yy)

REGISTRATION    Includes Course Binder.
Members of the Collaborative Law Institute of Texas receive a $100 registration discount.
To join the Collaborative Law Institute of Texas, please call 469-374-9600.

Registration for CLI-TX Members

❑ Early Registration Fee for CLI-TX MEMBERS due by Wed., Feb. 23, 2005 $250.00

❑ Registration Fee for CLI-TX MEMBERS after Wed., Feb. 23, 2005 $300.00

Registration for Non-Members

❑ Early Registration Fee for NON-MEMBERS due by Wed., Feb. 23, 2005 $350.00

❑ Registration Fee for NON-MEMBERS after Wed., Feb. 23, 2005 $400.00

CONFERENCE PUBLICATIONS AND MEDIA  
Allow 2–4 weeks from the conference date for delivery.

❑ Course Binder    $100.00
Note: Conference registration includes Course Binder.

❑ Audio CD Set    $125.00

TOTAL ENCLOSED  $ 

Thanks to The Collaborative Law 
Institute of Texas Underwriters:

Leota H. Alexander

Ausley, Algert, Robertson & Flores, LLP

Steve A. Bavousett

Crockett, McBride & Associates (Merrill Lynch 

Global Private Client)

Jack H. Emmott III & Associates

Frost Financial Management Group

Goranson, Bain, Larsen & Greenwald, L.C.

Hance & Wickham

Hartman Leito & Bolt, LLP

Jody L. Johnson

Brenda D. Keen

Koons, Fuller, VandenEykel & Robertson, PC

Robert J. Matlock

McClure Duffee & Eitzen LLP

McClure, Schumacher & Associates, LLP

McCurley, Orsinger, McCurley, 

Nelson & Downing, LLP

John V. McShane

Camille Milner

Richard C. Price

The Royalls, PC

Tindall & Foster, PC

Jennifer Tull

Verner and Brumley, PC

Whitley Penn
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for more information

LEOTA H. ALEXANDER
Law Office of Leota H. Alexander
Dallas

KRISTEN A. ALGERT
Ausley, Algert, Robertson & Flores, LLP
Austin

THOMAS L. AUSLEY
Ausley, Algert, Robertson & Flores, LLP
Austin

THOMAS BACHE-WIIG
Connection Partners, Inc.
Boulder, CO

BRET A. BOSKER
Maureen Peltier and Associates, P.C.
Houston

ARLENE BROWNELL
Connection Partners, Inc.
Boulder, CO

SCOTT D. CLARKE
Clarke Divorce Financial Consultants, L.L.C.
Hurst

GAY GAYLE COX
Attorney-at-Law
Dallas

MELINDA L. EITZEN
McClure Duffee & Eitzen LLP
Plano

KELLY FRELS
Bracewell & Patterson, L.L.P.
Houston

KEVIN FULLER
Koons, Fuller, Vanden Eykel & Robertson, P.C.
Dallas

LARRY HANCE
Hance & Wickham, P.C.
Dallas

DEBORAH SLYE MILLER
Miller Shelton & Pace
Dallas

MARK OTIS
Psychologist, Independent Practice
Dallas

ANGELA G. PENCE
Tindall & Foster, P.C.
Houston

LINDA ROLLINS-THREATS
LRT, Inc., Psychotherapist, Private Practice
Dallas

STEFANI SHAPIRO
Schlanger, Silver, Barg & Paine, L.L.P.
Houston

LINDA SOLOMON
Psychotherapist, Private Practice
Dallas

TRACY STEWART
Stewart Financial Consulting
College Station

HARRY L. TINDALL
Tindall & Foster, P.C.
Houston

MAGGIE TOLBERT
Dallas

NORMA LEVINE TRUSCH
Law Office of Norma Levine Trusch
Houston

JENNIFER TULL
Law Offices of Jennifer Tull
Austin

RUTH LAVADA VERNIER
Law Offices of Ruth Lavada Vernier
The Woodlands

LYNN DAVIS WARD
Ward, O’Brien, Staev, Fisk, Arnold 
& Garcia, L.L.C.
Dallas

JOHN A. ZERVOPOULOS
Clinical and Forensic Psychology
Dallas

C O N F E R E N C E  FA C U L T Y

This course has been approved 
for Minimum Continuing Legal Ed-
ucation credit by the State Bar of 
Texas Committee on MCLE  in the 
amount of 10.75 hours of which 
1.0 credit hour will apply to legal 
ethics/professional responsibility. 

M
C
L
E

AUSTIN
March 3–5, 2005

CONFERENCE LOCATION

Four Seasons Hotel
98 San Jacinto

Austin, TX  78701

(512) 685-8100

$185 city view or $215 lake view (subject to 
availability) good through Feb. 11, 2005

Parking: $5 self-parking; $10 valet

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••

KEY DATES
Registration and Cancellation

  February 23, 2005, 5 p.m.
  •last day for early registration
    add $50 for registrations
    received after this time

  February 25, 2005, 5 p.m.
  •last day for full refund

  February 28, 2005, 5 p.m.
  •last day for partial refunds
    $50 processing fee applied

  March 3-5, 2005
  •conference dates

P R E S I D I N G  O F F I C E R S

JENNIFER A. BROUSSARD
Law Offices of Jennifer A. Broussard, P.C.
Houston

MIKE GREGORY
Denton Family Law
Denton 

RICHARD C. PRICE
The Price Law Firm
Fort Worth

DONALD R. ROYALL
The Royalls, A Professional Corporation
Houston

P L A N N I N G  C O M M I T T E E

LEOTA H. ALEXANDER—CHAIR
Dallas

DEBORAH SLYE MILLER - VICE-CHAIR
Dallas

KRISTEN A. ALGERT
Austin

KEVIN FULLER
Dallas

HARRY L. TINDALL
Houston

NORMA LEVINE TRUSCH
Houston

JENNIFER TULL
Austin

This retreat is intended to build 
a collaborative law community; to 
improve our skills as collaborators 
through the free exchange of infor-
mation; to expand our contacts within 
the ADR community and the bar at 
large; to learn new skills for taking care 
of ourselves so that we can enjoy our 
practice more than ever before.


