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PRACTICE

SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS

Houston Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys

Houston Association of Young Bankruptcy Lawyers

Earn up to 13.00 Hours of CLE Credit Including 2.75 Hours of Ethics Credit; and 15.00 Hours of CPE Credit

Texas Legal Specialization Credit Approved for Bankruptcy Law,  
Civil Trial Law, and Consumer and Commercial Law
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THURSDAY MORNING, AUGUST 8, 2013

Presiding Officer: 
Hon. Marvin Isgur, U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court, Southern District of Texas, 
Houston, TX

7:30 a.m.	 Registration Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

8:30 a.m.	 Welcoming Remarks

8:45 a.m.	 1.25 hr | .25 hr ethics

Case Law Review
An update on Fifth Circuit consumer bankruptcy 
cases from the past year.

Hon. Craig A. Gargotta, U.S. Bankruptcy Court, 
Western District of Texas, San Antonio, TX

Hon. H. DeWayne “Cooter” Hale, U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court, Northern District of Texas, Dallas, TX

Hon. Marvin Isgur, U.S. Bankruptcy Court, Southern 
District of Texas, Houston, TX

Hon. Brenda T. Rhoades, U.S. Bankruptcy Court, 
Eastern District of Texas, Plano, TX

10:00 a.m.	 1.00 hr ethics

Discharge, Dischargeability and  
Bankruptcy Crimes

Ashley L. Gargour, Berg & Androphy, Houston, TX
Cedric L. Joubert, Department of Justice, Office 

of the U.S. Attorney, Southern District of Texas, 
Houston, TX

11:00 a.m.	 Break

BREAKOUT SESSIONS

11:15 a.m.           

TOPICS*
A. Bankruptcy Basics	 1.00 hr

B. Reaffirmation Agreements—	 1.00 hr 
Personal and Real Property

C. Client Tips for Chapter 13 Success	 1.00 hr

D. Family Law and Bankruptcy—	 1.00 hr 
No Love (or Money) Lost

E. Bankruptcy Tax Issues	 1.00 hr | .25 hr ethics

12:15 p.m.	 Lunch on Your Own

THURSDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer: 
Hon. H. DeWayne “Cooter” Hale, U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court, Northern District of 
Texas, Dallas, TX

1:30 p.m.	 .75 hr

Adversary Proceedings Nuts and Bolts from 
Filing through Appeal
How to bring or defend an adversary proceeding 
in the bankruptcy court. Factors, procedures and 
deadlines to consider when filing an appeal.

Mark A. Castillo, Curtis | Castillo PC, Dallas, TX
Behrooz P. Vida, Attorney at Law, Bedford, TX

2:15 p.m.	 1.00 hr | .50 hr ethics

Claim Objections
Understanding and presenting claim objections.

Diane S. Carter, Barron & Barron LLP, Plano, TX
Mayur M. Patel, The Sughrue Law Firm, PLLC, 

Houston, TX
Michael L. Weems, HughesWattersAskanase LLP, 

Houston, TX

3:15 p.m.	 .50 hr | .25 hr ethics

Chapter 7: Practical Tips and  
Ethical Considerations
Two attorneys experienced in handling Chapter 7 
cases offer insight into Chapter 7 practice, explore 
a few dos and don’ts and offer advice about traps 
for the unwary.

Theda W. Page, The Page Law Firm, Frisco, TX
Joshua P. Searcy, Searcy & Searcy, P.C., Longview, TX

3:45 p.m.	 Break

BREAKOUT SESSIONS

4:00 p.m.

TOPICS*
A. Bankruptcy Basics	 1.00 hr

B. Reaffirmation Agreements—	 1.00 hr 
Personal and Real Property

C. Client Tips for Chapter 13 Success	 1.00 hr

D. Family Law and Bankruptcy—	 1.00 hr 
No Love (or Money) Lost

F. Writing Better Motions and Briefs	 1.00 hr

5:00 p.m.	 Adjourn

THURSDAY EVENING

7:00–9:00 p.m.	 Reception and Dinner

NIGHT OUT AT THE AQUARIUM

All registrants and their families (kids 
welcome) are invited to a special reception 
and buffet dinner with bankruptcy judges 
and conference faculty members.

Visit the spectacular Moody Gardens 
Aquarium without the large crowds of 
summer—the Aquarium is closed to the 
public for this special private reception 
and buffet.

This event is casual, fun and flexible—come 
for a half hour and quick drink, or stay on 
for two hours, and enjoy a buffet dinner 
with seating throughout the Aquarium. 

SEPARATE REGISTRATION REQUIRED: 
Tickets are $10 per person and are NOT 
included in Conference registration.
Please see registration form to purchase.

9TH ANNUAL
CONSUMER BANKRUPTCY PRACTICE

August 8–9, 2013   Moody Gardens Hotel   Galveston, Texas

Earn up to 13.00 Hours of CLE Credit Including 2.75 Hours of Ethics Credit; and 15.00 Hours of CPE Credit

Texas Legal Specialization Credit Approved for Bankruptcy Law, Civil Trial Law, and Consumer and Commercial Law

*See “Breakout Sessions” column for topic 
descriptions and faculty



FRIDAY MORNING, AUGUST 9, 2013

Presiding Officer: 
Hon. Craig A. Gargotta, U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court, Western District of Texas,  
San Antonio, TX

8:00 a.m.	 1.00 hr

Breakfast Breakout Sessions with the 
Judiciary and Chapter 13 and 7 Trustees
Includes continental breakfast.
One or more judges and trustees from each of 
Texas’ four judicial districts meet with attendees 
and discuss problems of local concern.

9:00 a.m.	 1.00 hr

Legitimate and Illegitimate Approaches to  
Home Loan Modification and Loan Forgiveness
Home loan modification and loan forgiveness is 
an ever-evolving minefield for both banks and 
borrowers, from constant regulations and rule-
making to shady third-party “loan modification” 
assistance groups. Navigating and protecting your 
client through this morass is possible when armed 
with the right information.

Shawn I. Carter, Barrett Daffin Frappier Turner & 
Engel, Addison, TX

Janna Countryman, Standing Chapter 12 & 13 
Trustee, Plano, TX 

10:00 a.m.	 .75 hr

Better Use of Technology
Targeted to the sole practitioner, learn how 
to simplify the use of the iPad for courtroom 
presentations and organization of the paperless 
office, and how to implement cloud-based 
practice management.

Peter Johnson, Attorney at Law, Houston, TX

10:45 a.m.	 Break

BREAKOUT SESSIONS

11:00 a.m.

TOPICS*
A. Bankruptcy Basics	 1.00 hr

B. Reaffirmation Agreements—	 1.00 hr 
Personal and Real Property

C. Client Tips for Chapter 13 Success	 1.00 hr

D. Family Law and Bankruptcy—	 1.00 hr 
No Love (or Money) Lost

E. Bankruptcy Tax Issues	 1.00 hr | .25 hr ethics

12:00 p.m.	 Pick Up Lunch
Included in registration.

phone 512.475.6700  www.utcle.org  fax 512.475.6876

FRIDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer: 
Hon. Brenda T. Rhoades, U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court, Eastern District of 
Texas, Plano, TX

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

12:15 p.m.	 1.00 hr

Fifth Circuit Update
A discussion of cases from the Fifth Circuit allowing 
time for questions at the end.

Hon. Jennifer Walker Elrod, U.S. Court of Appeals, 
Fifth Circuit, Houston, TX

1:15 p.m.	 Break

1:30 p.m.	 .50 hr | .25 hr ethics

Rule 3002.1—Interpretations and Actions
How the Courts are interpreting Rule 3002.1 and 
what the Courts are doing.

Cristina Platon Camarata, Buckley Madole, P.C., 
League City, TX

Eduardo V. Rodriguez, Malaise Law Firm,  
Brownsville, TX

2:00 p.m.	 .50 hr | .25 hr ethics

Emergency Filings, Eligibility Issues and 
Other Issues to Address
The top 10 tips and tricks you need to know—from 
the initial client meeting to filing an emergency 
Chapter 13 and 7.

Famose T. Garner, Garner Scott & Jones, PLLC, 
Houston, TX

Yolanda Gutierrez, Keeling Law Firm, Houston, TX
Tracie M. Shelby, The Shelby Law Firm, Dallas, TX

2:30 p.m.	 Break

2:45 p.m.	 .75 hr

Smackdown, Round 5:  
Emergency Funds in a Chapter 13 Budget
How to get your judge to allow emergency funds.

Moderator:
Hon. Jennifer Walker Elrod, U.S. Court of Appeals, 

Fifth Circuit, Houston, TX

Panelists:
Hon. H. DeWayne “Cooter” Hale, U.S. Bankruptcy 

Court, Northern District of Texas, Dallas, TX
Hon. Marvin Isgur, U.S. Bankruptcy Court, Southern 

District of Texas, Houston, TX

3:30 p.m.	 Adjourn

BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Topic A: Bankruptcy Basics
Designed for newer practitioners, learn the basics 
that every lawyer should know about bankruptcy. 
The two judges address the following questions 
and more: What is a discharge? What is estate 
property? How are exceptions determined? What 
should be in the schedules? What is the best 
interest of creditors test in a Chapter 13?

Hon. Marvin Isgur, U.S. Bankruptcy Court, Southern 
District of Texas, Houston, TX

Hon. Brenda T. Rhoades, U.S. Bankruptcy Court, 
Eastern District of Texas, Plano, TX

Topic B: Reaffirmation Agreements—
Personal and Real Property
Lender’s counsel and debtor’s counsel 
discuss the benefits, burdens and beauties of 
reaffirmation agreements.

June A. Mann, Mann Law Firm PLLC, Houston, TX
Theda W. Page, The Page Law Firm, Frisco, TX
Stephen G. Wilcox, Bassel & Wilcox, P.L.L.C.,  

Fort Worth, TX

Topic C: Client Tips for Chapter 13 Success
Consumer practitioners offer practical approaches 
for average debtors to achieve Chapter 13 success.

J. Thomas Black, Law Office of J. Thomas Black, P.C., 
Houston, TX

Tagnia F. Clark, Maida Law Firm, Beaumont, TX

Topic D: Family Law and Bankruptcy— 
No Love (or Money) Lost
Family law and bankruptcy often collide in 
interesting ways. A discussion of the basics of 
bankruptcy and family law, as well as issues that 
arise when these areas of law intersect.

Hon. H. DeWayne “Cooter” Hale, U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court, Northern District of Texas, Dallas, TX

Bryan W. McDaniel, Law Office of Bryan W.  
McDaniel PC, Elgin, TX

Layla D. Milligan, Attorney at Law, Austin, TX

Topic E: Bankruptcy Tax Issues
A judge, former DOJ tax division counsel, and 
experienced debtor’s counsel provide practical 
suggestions in negotiating tax issues with the 
IRS both outside and in the bankruptcy context. 
The panel also discusses issues that all debtor’s 
counsel must consider when a client has tax debt 
in bankruptcy.

David B. Coffin, David Coffin, PLLC, Southlake, TX
Hon. Craig A. Gargotta, U.S. Bankruptcy Court, 

Western District of Texas, San Antonio, TX
Eduardo V. Rodriguez, Malaise Law Firm,  

Brownsville, TX

Topic F: Writing Better Motions and Briefs
A judge and law clerk offer their insights and 
suggestions for effective legal writing for court 
pleadings and briefs.

Jack Byrom, U.S. Bankruptcy Court, Western District 
of Texas, San Antonio, TX

Hon. Craig A. Gargotta, U.S. Bankruptcy Court, 
Western District of Texas, San Antonio, TX
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J. THOMAS BLACK 
Law Office of J. Thomas Black, P.C. 
Houston, TX

JACK BYROM 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
Western District of Texas 
San Antonio, TX

CRISTINA PLATON CAMARATA 
Buckley Madole, P.C. 
League City, TX

DIANE S. CARTER 
Barron & Barron LLP 
Plano, TX

SHAWN I. CARTER 
Barrett Daffin Frappier  
  Turner & Engel 
Addison, TX

MARK A. CASTILLO 
Curtis | Castillo PC 
Dallas, TX

TAGNIA F. CLARK 
Maida Law Firm 
Beaumont, TX

DAVID B. COFFIN 
David Coffin, PLLC 
Southlake, TX

JANNA COUNTRYMAN 
Standing Chapter 12 & 13 Trustee 
Plano, TX

HON. JENNIFER WALKER ELROD 
U.S. Court of Appeals 
Fifth Circuit 
Houston, TX

HON. CRAIG A. GARGOTTA 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court  
Western District of Texas 
San Antonio, TX

ASHLEY L. GARGOUR 
Berg & Androphy 
Houston, TX

FAMOSE T. GARNER 
Garner Scott & Jones, PLLC 
Houston, TX

YOLANDA GUTIERREZ 
Keeling Law Firm 
Houston, TX

HON. H. DEWAYNE “COOTER” HALE 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
Northern District of Texas 
Dallas, TX

HON. MARVIN ISGUR 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
Southern District of Texas 
Houston, TX

PETER JOHNSON 
Attorney at Law 
Houston, TX

CEDRIC L. JOUBERT 
Department of Justice 
Office of the U.S. Attorney 
Southern District of Texas 
Houston, TX 

JUNE A. MANN 
Mann Law Firm PLLC 
Houston, TX

BRYAN W. MCDANIEL 
Law Office of Bryan W. McDaniel  PC 
Elgin, TX

LAYLA D. MILLIGAN 
Attorney at Law 
Austin, TX

THEDA W. PAGE 
The Page Law Firm 
Frisco, TX

MAYUR M. PATEL 
The Sughrue Law Firm, PLLC 
Houston, TX

HON. BRENDA T. RHOADES 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
Eastern District of Texas 
Plano, TX

EDUARDO V. RODRIGUEZ 
Malaise Law Firm 
Brownsville, TX

JOSHUA P. SEARCY 
Searcy & Searcy, P.C. 
Longview, TX

TRACIE M. SHELBY 
The Shelby Law Firm 
Dallas, TX

BEHROOZ P. VIDA 
Attorney at Law 
Bedford, TX

MICHAEL L. WEEMS 
HughesWattersAskanase LLP 
Houston, TX

STEPHEN G. WILCOX 
Bassel & Wilcox, P.L.L.C. 
Fort Worth, TX

CONFERENCE FACULTY

CO-CHAIRS

HON. CRAIG A. GARGOTTA 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court  
Western District of Texas 
San Antonio, TX

HON. H. DEWAYNE “COOTER” HALE 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
Northern District of Texas 
Dallas, TX

HON. MARVIN ISGUR 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court  
Southern District of Texas 
Houston, TX

HON. BRENDA T. RHOADES 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court  
Eastern District of Texas 
Plano, TX

ALLISON D. BYMAN 
HughesWattersAskanase LLP 
Houston, TX

DIANE S. CARTER 
Barron & Barron LLP 
Plano, TX

MARK A. CASTILLO 
Curtis | Castillo PC 
Dallas, TX

JANNA COUNTRYMAN 
Standing Chapter 12 & 13 Trustee 
Plano, TX

J. HECTOR DURAN JR. 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Office of U.S. Trustee 
Houston, TX

FAMOSE T. GARNER 
Garner Scott & Jones, PLLC 
Houston, TX

LISA L. LAMBERT 
Office of the U.S. Trustee 
Dallas, TX

DEBORAH B. LANGEHENNIG 
Chapter 13 Trustee 
Austin, TX

LAYLA D. MILLIGAN 
Attorney at Law 
Austin, TX

THEDA W. PAGE 
The Page Law Firm 
Frisco, TX

DAVID G. PEAKE 
Chapter 13 Trustee 
Houston, TX

EDUARDO V. RODRIGUEZ 
Malaise Law Firm 
Brownsville, TX

JOSHUA P. SEARCY 
Searcy & Searcy, P.C. 
Longview, TX

MICHELLE M. TURNER 
The University of Texas School of Law 
Austin, TX

BEHROOZ P. VIDA 
Attorney at Law 
Bedford, TX

PLANNING COMMITTEE

ABOUT THE COVER

Beach Gang, 24” x 18”, gicleé on canvas, 

is by René Wiley and on display at René 

Wiley Gallery, 2128 Postoffice Street, 

Galveston Island. For more information, 

visit www.renewiley.com.

It’s great to have so many judges participate in the  

presentations—I’m impressed by how knowledgeable each  

judge is with every single case, even very recent case law.

The breakout sessions offer great interaction and participation.

This is one of my favorite seminars—I have been attending this 

conference since 2006 and I always learn so much.

I like how knowledgeable the speakers are, and the  

topics and information are excellent.

This is an excellent program! The breakout sessions are  

a great addition and I especially like the opportunity  

for interaction throughout the conference and  

at the reception and dinner at the aquarium. 
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CLE CREDIT

This course has been approved for Minimum 

Continuing Legal Education credit by the State 

Bar of Texas Committee on MCLE in the amount 

of 13.00 hours, of which 2.75 credit hours apply to 

legal ethics/professional responsibility credit.

Texas Legal Specialization Credit Approved for 

Bankruptcy Law, Civil Trial Law, and Consumer and 

Commercial Law

The University of Texas School of Law is a State 

Bar of California approved MCLE provider 

(#1944), and an Oklahoma Bar Association MCLE 

presumptively-approved provider (#169).

CPE CREDIT

The University of Texas School of Law is registered 

with the National Association of State Boards of 

Accountancy (NASBA) as a sponsor of continuing 

professional education on the National Registry 

of CPE Sponsors. State boards of accountancy 

have final authority on the acceptance of 

individual courses for CPE credit. Complaints 

regarding registered sponsors may be submitted 

to the National Registry of CPE Sponsors through 

its website: www.learningmarket.org.

Earn up to 13.00 credits in Specialized Knowledge 

and Applications, 1.00 credit in Taxes, and 1.00 

credit in Regulatory Ethics.

Delivery Method: Group-Live

Program Level: Overview

Advance preparation: None

CLE AND CPE CREDIT

Register online:
www.utcle.org

Or mail your registration to:
The University of Texas  

School of Law 
Attn. Registration 

PO Box 7759 
Austin, TX 78713-7759

Or fax to: 
512.475.6876

Questions? Call us at 512.475.6700 

HOW TO REGISTER REGISTRATION FORM

Mail this registration form to: 	 CK13
The University of Texas School of Law, Attn. Registration

PO Box 7759, Austin, TX 78713-7759 or fax a copy to: 512.475.6876

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY	

Bar Card#  ❑ TX	 ❑ Other State: 	 ❑ N/A

Name [ Mr. / Ms. ] 

Firm 

Address 

City   State   Zip 

Telephone    Fax 

Registrant’s Email (required) 

Assistant’s Email (optional) 
Invoices, confirmations and receipts are emailed to these addresses.

REGISTRATION—Includes Course Materials and Friday Luncheon Presentation
For Group registration, call 512.475.6700.

1.	 Select Type:

❑ Registration by Wednesday, July 31, 2013......................................................................................$535

❑ Registration after Wednesday, July 31, 2013..................................................................................$585

2.	 Select Course Materials Format:

❑ Electronic Course Binder on USB Key ONLY

❑ Printed Course Binder ONLY

NIGHT OUT AT THE AQUARIUM RECEPTION AND BUFFET DINNER—Thursday Evening

All registrants and families (kids welcome) are invited to a private Reception and Buffet Dinner. 

$10 per person. Please RSVP for yourself. Circle the number of guests:

[   ]  I will attend the Reception and Buffet Dinner.................................................................................................$10   

Add guests:    1     2     3     4     5    x $10 each.................................................................................$    

IN-HOUSE—For Texas MCLE Credit
ConferenceComplete package includes Audio CD Set plus a Printed Binder and MCLE Reporting Form for each participant. 
Available for delivery 3-5 weeks after conference date. Shipping included.

❑ In-House CLE for 2............................................................................................................................$850

 Additional participant(s) for $275 each.................................................................$ 

CONFERENCECOMPLETE MATERIALS—For Research and Self-Study 
Comprehensive Binder and Audio products from the live conference.   
Available for delivery 3–5 weeks after conference date.  Shipping included.

❑ eBinder Download (PDF).................................................................................................................$225†

❑ Printed Binder..................................................................................................................................$275†

❑ Audio Download (MP3)...................................................................................................................$175†

❑ Audio CD Set....................................................................................................................................$225†

†Texas customers—add 8.25% sales tax on taxable items, or include an Exemption Certificate with your order.  
Sales tax will be invoiced separately on taxable orders for which payment does not include tax.	

	 †Sales Tax	 $ 

	 TOTAL	 $ 
METHOD OF PAYMENT

❑ Check (make check payable to The University of Texas at Austin)

❑ VISA   ❑ MasterCard (sorry, no AMEX or Discover)   

Card number ---
X  	 /
Authorized Signature	 Exp. Date (mm/yy)



The University of Texas at Austin
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS SCHOOL OF LAW
PO Box 7759 • Austin, TX  78713-7759

This program is not printed or mailed at state expense.

NON-PROFIT-ORG

U.S. Postage 

PAID

U T School of Law

Visit
www.utcle.org
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9TH ANNUAL

CONSUMER BANKRUPTCY PRACTICE
August 8–9, 2013   Moody Gardens Hotel   Galveston, Texas

GALVESTON
August 8–9, 2013

CONFERENCE LOCATION

Moody Gardens Hotel
Seven Hope Boulevard

Galveston, TX 77554
888.388.8484

Special Room Rate: $168 
good through July 17, 2013 

(subject to availability)

Parking: 
 Complimentary self-parking. 

Overnight valet $18.

KEY DATES

July 31, 2013
last day for early registration 
add $50 for registrations 
received after this time

August 2, 2013 
last day for full refund

August 5, 2013 
last day for partial refund 

$50 processing fee applied

August 8, 2013, 8:30 a.m. 
Conference begins

Dietary requirements or Accessibility needs?
Call 512.475.6700 or email service@utcle.org

Consumer Bankruptcy Practice presents current developments and practical 
tips for bankruptcy attorneys and trustees, offers essential information on 
Bankruptcy Code, and provides a must-have set of materials and resources.

	• Hon. Jennifer Walker Elrod, U.S. Court of Appeals, Fifth Circuit, discusses 
cases and trends and answers your questions in Fifth Circuit Update

• �Review the latest developments of Fifth Circuit consumer bankruptcy cases 
in Case Law Review

• �Learn how to bring or defend an adversary proceeding in the bankruptcy court 
and factors, procedures and deadlines to consider when filing an appeal 
during Adversary Proceedings Nuts and Bolts from Filing through Appeal

• �Customize your own program with breakout sessions for a more specialized 
topic selection—including Bankruptcy Basics; Family Law and Bankruptcy—
No Love (or Money) Lost; Client Tips for Chapter 13 Success; Reaffirmation 
Agreements—Personal and Real Property; Writing Better Motions and 
Briefs; and Bankruptcy Tax Issues

• Gain insight into Chapter 7 practice, explore a few dos and don’ts and get 
advice about traps for the unwary during Chapter 7: Practical Tips and 
Ethical Considerations

• Hear practical strategies and suggestions in negotiating tax issues with 
the IRS, achieving success in Chapter 13 cases, and emergency filings and 
eligibility issues

• �Learn how to get your judge to allow emergency funds from Judges Hale 
and Isgur in their annual Smackdown, Round 5: Emergency Funds in a 
Chapter 13 Budget

• �Interact and network with judges, trustees and practitioners in breakout 
sessions, panels and social events, including the Night Out at the Aquarium 
Reception and Dinner–family and kids are welcome!

REASONS TO ATTEND CONSUMER BANKRUPTCY PRACTICE


