
1 Criminal Appeals 1/19/26

2026 Robert O. Dawson Conference on Criminal Appeals
May 20-22, 2026 • AT&T Conference Center • Austin, TX

May 20-22, 2026 • Live Webcast

Wednesday Afternoon, May 20, 2026

This agenda is still in development. Updates to topics and speakers will be posted as available.

1:00 pm
In Austin Only

Registration Opens

Includes light refreshments.

1:50 pm Welcoming Remarks

2:00 pm
1.00 hr

Significant Decisions of the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals

Hon. David C. Newell, Texas Court of Criminal Appeals - Austin, TX

3:00 pm
0.75 hr

Supreme Court Update

Catch up on the criminal cases decided in the last two years and preview those remaining on the docket.

Emily Johnson-Liu, Office of the State Prosecuting Attorney - Austin, TX
Britt Houston Lindsey, Taylor County District Attorney's Office - Abilene, TX

3:45 pm 15-Minute Break

4:00 pm
0.75 hr

Best Practices for an Uphill Battle: A Discussion Between Defense Attorneys

What works in criminal appeals? What doesn't? And what is worth doing anyway? Join speakers—defense
attorneys, former judicial law clerks, and board-certification committee members—for a candid
discussion on the realities and nuances of representing defendants in appellate courts.

Niles Illich, Palmer Perlstein - Dallas, TX
Brett Ordiway, Ordiway PLLC - Dallas, TX

4:45 pm
0.75 hr

The PDR Playbook: Techniques for Powerful Petitions

In The PDR Playbook: Techniques for Powerful Petitions, learn how to elevate your PDR practice using
concrete strategies grounded in what actually moves the Court of Criminal Appeals. This session breaks
down the essentials—from developing a clean narrative to drilling into the COA’s error, conducting
targeted research, and framing issues with maximum persuasive force—so your petitions stand out
instead of getting lost in the “friv” stack. Leave with practical techniques and checklists for crafting
focused, effective, and grant-worthy PDRs.

David L. Botsford, Botsford & Roark - Austin, TX
Stacey M. Soule, Office of the State Prosecuting Attorney - Austin, TX
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In Austin Only Adjourn to Reception (5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.)

Enjoy refreshments and a networking opportunity with colleagues and conference faculty

Thursday Morning, May 21, 2026

8:15 am
In Austin Only

Conference Room Opens

Includes continental breakfast.

8:45 am
0.50 hr

Science Meets the Law: Article 11.073

CCP Article 11.073 has been described as an antidote to convictions based on ‘junk science.’ Examine
whether that description is accurate, and explore the inner workings of this trailblazing statute.

Paul Still, Texas Court of Criminal Appeals - Austin, TX

9:15 am
0.75 hr

Future Issues with Regards to Forensic Sciences

This presentation provides a high-level overview of burgeoning forensic science issues in fields such as
toolmark examinations, digital forensic analysis of cell phones beyond location data, and of course
shaken baby syndrome. The presentation also covers the role of the Office of Capital and Forensic Writs
in representing individuals whose convictions rests on flawed forensics.

Sarah Brandon, Office of Capital and Forensic Writs - Austin, TX

10:00 am 15-Minute Break

10:15 am
0.50 hr

11.07 Writs

Discuss the law of 11.07 habeas corpus with tips for writ practice at the Court of Criminal Appeals.

Lynda Hercules Charleson, Texas Court of Criminal Appeals - Austin, TX

10:45 am
1.00 hr

Writ Panel: An Interactive Walkthrough of the Process

An interactive conversation with appellate-court staff attorneys discussing how writs are processed at
their respective courts, including the roles they play in writ decisions.

Moderator:
Lynda Hercules Charleson, Texas Court of Criminal Appeals - Austin, TX
Panelists:
Kelly Gatewood, Texas Court of Criminal Appeals - Austin, TX
Luis Gonzalez, Thirteenth Court of Appeals - Edinburg, TX
Shelly Kristin Messerli, Fifth Court of Appeals - Dallas, TX
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11:45 am
In Austin Only

Pick Up Lunch (in Austin)

Included in registration.

Thursday Afternoon, May 21, 2026

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

12:05 pm
0.75 hr

Research Tips and Tools

Learn about free research tools and resources available to you through the Texas State Law Library.
Special attention devoted to statutory and legislative history, legal treatises, and legal periodicals.

Amy Small, Texas State Law Library - Austin, TX

12:50 pm 15-Minute Break

1:05 pm
1.00 hr

Persuasive Legal Writing

Legal writing persuades by meeting the reader’s needs and helping the reader see the case from the
client’s point of view. Explore techniques legal writers can use to help their readers and their clients.

Kamela Bridges, The University of Texas School of Law - Austin, TX

2:05 pm
0.50 hr

States Appeals

The matters to consider before filing a State’s appeals, as well as when and how to file one.

Jessica Caird, Harris County District Attorney's Office - Houston, TX

2:35 pm 10-Minute Break

2:45 pm
1.00 hr ethics

Ethical Responsibility in Learning How to Use Technology and AI in Appellate Practice

Hon. John G. Browning, Of Counsel, The Cole Law Firm, McKinney, Texas and Distinguished Jurist in
Residence, Faulkner University School of Law - Plano, TX

3:45 pm
1.00 hr
0.25 hr ethics

Court of Appeals Judicial Panel

Tips from behind the scenes with judges from three different Courts of Appeals. What judges really want
to see and hear in your briefs and oral presentations.

Moderator:
Jay Brandon, San Antonio, TX
Panelists:
Hon. Kristin M. Guiney, First Court of Appeals - Houston, TX
Hon. Chari L. Kelly, Third Court of Appeals - Austin, TX
Hon. Clarissa Silva, 13th Court of Appeals - Corpus Christi, TX



4 Criminal Appeals 1/19/26

4:45 pm Adjourn

Friday Morning, May 22, 2026

8:30 am
In Austin Only

Conference Room Opens

Includes continental breakfast.

9:00 am
1.00 hr

Discovery in Light of Heath

Explore the Heath opinion and its impact on trial and appellate practitioners. Address trial court
pleadings, direct appeals, and mandamus related to discovery issues.

Robert Daniel, Law Office of Robert Daniel - Austin, TX
Victoria Ford Oblon, Tarrant County Criminal District Attorney's Office - Fort Worth, TX

10:00 am 15-Minute Break

10:15 am
1.00 hr ethics

Appellate Ethics

A criminal appeal is rarely a fair fight. Learn rules and guidelines for maintaining your professional
integrity, credibility, and morality in a high-conflict system.

Douglas R. Gladden, Harris County Public Defender's Office - Houston, TX

11:15 am
1.00 hr
0.25 hr ethics

Court of Criminal Appeals Judicial Panel

Moderator:
Alison Fox Dahlberg, Texas Court of Criminal Appeals - Austin, TX

12:15 pm Adjourn


