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WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, SEP. 10, 2025

Presiding Officer:  
Alyce Zawacki, Alyce Zawacki Law PLLC, 
Austin, TX

12:00 p.m.	 Registration Opens
Includes light refreshments.

12:35 p.m.	 Welcoming Remarks

12:45 p.m.	 1.00 hr

How to Break into the Entertainment Law 
Industry
Music industry professionals share what worked 
for them, how to build meaningful networks, and 
practical advice for getting your foot in the door in 
a competitive industry. 

Moderator:
Marguerite Zamora, Alyce Zawacki Law PLLC,  

Austin, TX

Panelists:
Mandie Capozzelli, Live Nation Entertainment, 

Houston, TX
Brent A. Turman, Bell Nunnally & Martin LLP,  

Dallas, TX
Alyce Zawacki, Alyce Zawacki Law PLLC, Austin, TX

1:45 p.m.	 .75 hr | .25 hr ethics

Creative Billing for Creative Clientele
Explore some unique challenges to representing 
clients in the entertainment industry, including fees 
paid by third parties, flat fees, hybrid billing, and 
more.

Amy E. Mitchell, Amy E. Mitchell, PLLC, Austin, TX
Michael Norman Saleman, Austin, TX

2:30 p.m.	 15-Minute Break

2:45 p.m.	 1.00 hr

A Practical Guide to Trademark Registration
Learn the basics of trademark clearance searching, 
preparation of trademark applications, and 
common mistakes that may impede the path to 
trademark registration. 

Kandace D. Walter, Walter Legal PLLC,  
Richardson, TX

3:45 p.m.	 1.00 hr

Minimizing Litigation Pitfalls When 
Negotiating Entertainment Contracts
Tips for lessening dispute risks in drafting and 
interpreting entertainment industry clauses.

Emilio B. Nicolas, Jackson Walker LLP, Austin, TX
Stan Soocher, Entertainment Law & Finance,  

Denver, CO

4:45 p.m.	 Adjourn

2025

ENTERTAINMENT LAW 101
September 10, 2025 ■ AT&T Conference Center ■ Austin, Texas

Earn up to 3.75 Hours of Credit, Including 0.25 Hour of Ethics Credit
MCLE Credit Approved in TX, CA, OK, and PA (Hours Vary by Jurisdiction)

Times listed are in Central Time

phone 512.475.6700 ■ www.utcle.org/conferences/ETP25/signup ■ fax 512.475.6876

Dina LaPolt is the founder and owner of LaPolt Law, P.C., one of the most  

influential entertainment law firms in the industry—and the only firm 

of its stature solely owned by a female attorney. Based in Los Angeles, 

she is a powerhouse in entertainment and intellectual property law, 

representing global superstars across music, film, television, and fashion. 

She is renowned for her expertise in handling complex legal and business 

matters, including copyrights, trademarks, and rights of publicity.

Dina’s contributions to the entertainment industry have earned her 

some of its highest honors. She has been named one of Billboard’s 

Executives of the Year and was inducted into the Billboard Women in 

Music Hall of Fame. In 2019, she became the youngest attorney—and 

only the second woman in history—to receive The Recording Academy’s 

prestigious Service Award at its annual Entertainment Law Initiative 

event. In 2024, she was named the first-ever Billboard Top Music 

Lawyers’ Choice Award winner. Her influence is recognized across elite 

industry lists, including Billboard’s Power 100, The Hollywood Reporter’s 

Power Lawyers, Variety’s Dealmakers Impact Report, and Super Lawyers. 

She has also received the 2022 Friendly House Visionary Award and the 

Thomas J. Moran Caron Music Award.

A fierce advocate for creators, Dina has played 

a pivotal role in shaping legislation that impacts 

the global entertainment industry. She was 

instrumental in drafting and passing the 2018 

Music Modernization Act, the most significant 

update to U.S. copyright law in a generation, 

ensuring fairer compensation for songwriters 

in the digital age. She has also championed 

landmark legislation such as the Restoring 

Artistic Protection (RAP) Act and the Decriminalizing Artistic Expression 

Act, which safeguard artists from having their lyrics used against them in 

court. She was a driving force behind the Ensuring Likeness Voice and 

Image Security (ELVIS) Act in Tennessee and is currently working on the 

No Fakes Act, a proposed federal law that would establish first-of-its-

kind protections against unauthorized deepfakes.

A passionate advocate and force for change, Dina has been sober 

since April 19, 1998—a testament to her resilience and unwavering 

commitment to her clients and the entertainment industry.

For more information and full biography, visit LaPoltLaw.com/biography.

TEXAS STAR AWARD RECIPIENT DINA LAPOLT

This course has been approved for Minimum 
Continuing Legal Education credit by the State Bar of 
Texas Committee on MCLE in the amount of 3.75 
hours of which 0.25 credit hour will apply to legal 
ethics/professional responsibility credit. The 
University of Texas School of Law is a State Bar of 
California approved MCLE provider (#1944), and an 
Oklahoma Bar Association MCLE presumptively-
approved provider (#169).
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THURSDAY MORNING, SEP. 11, 2025

Presiding Officer: 
Amy E. Mitchell, Amy E. Mitchell, PLLC, 
Austin, TX

7:30 a.m.	 Registration Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

8:20 a.m.	 Welcoming Remarks

8:30 a.m.	 1.00 hr | .25 hr ethics

Navigating NIL Deals and the Revenue-
Sharing Era
Break down key terms in NIL agreements between 
athletes and agents, schools, collectives, and 
brands, offering practical guidance for compliance 
in a rapidly evolving regulatory environment. 
Address how schools are approaching revenue-
sharing models amid ongoing Title IX, employment 
classification, and state law challenges.

Moderator:
Daniel Hare, Varsity Search and Baylor University, 

Waco, TX

Panelists:
Tasha Moser, Rice University, Houston, TX 
Mit Winter, Kenny Hertz Perry, Attorneys at Law, 

Kansas City, MO

9:30 a.m.	 .75 hr

Is That Fair Use? Trademarks, Creativity, and 
the Law Post Grimaldi v. Rogers
A case law review and practical application of 
balancing trademark rights and artistic expression 
in today’s media landscape.

Tamera H. Bennett, Harper & Bates LLP, Dallas, TX
Jordyn E. Hendrix, Harper & Bates LLP, Dallas, TX

10:15 a.m.	 15-Minute Break

THANK YOU TO OUR THURSDAY 
MORNING BREAK SPONSOR

35TH ANNUAL

ENTERTAINMENT LAW INSTITUTE
September 11–12, 2025 ■ AT&T Conference Center ■ Austin, Texas

Earn up to 13.00 Hours of Credit Including 2.50 Hours of Ethics Credit 
MCLE Credit Approved in TX, CA, OK, and PA (Hours Vary by Jurisdiction)

Times listed are in Central Time

phone 512.475.6700 ■ www.utcle.org/conferences/ET25/signup ■ fax 512.475.6876

10:30 a.m.	 1.00 hr

Annual Case Law “Roundup”
An annual roundup of notable court rulings, 
including Texas judicial decisions, that impact the 
practice of entertainment law.

Stan Soocher, Entertainment Law & Finance,  
Denver, CO

11:30 a.m.	 1.00 hr

The Trouble with Tickets
The social contract between artists and fans on 
ticket availability and ticket prices has been under 
assault by resellers intent on commoditizing 
concert tickets using bots and other fraudster tools 
powered by the equivalent of payday lenders. 
Ticket scalpers have been targeted by state 
legislatures to shut down these practices along with 
resale of “speculative tickets” and other harmful 
practices. Discuss model legislation proposed by 
the Artist Rights Institute to help solve these harms.

Chris Castle, Christian L. Castle, Attorneys, Austin, TX
Heather VanDyke, Javelina Legal, Austin, TX

NETWORKING LUNCH AND 
MENTORSHIP OPPORTUNITY

12:30 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.

Network with colleagues and converse with 
conference faculty and other entertainment law 
experts in multiple practice areas and firm sizes. 
Lunch is included in registration. 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer: 
Stephanie K. Hay, The Hay Law Group, 
PLLC, Houston, TX

1:45 p.m.	 .75 hr ethics

AI Ethics Showdown: Professional Duty vs. 
Creative Rights?
As artificial intelligence accelerates legal research 
and document review, lawyers face a growing 
tension: does professional competency demand 
AI adoption, even if creators claim it undermines 
copyright? We'll discuss litigation trends, evolving 
ethics standards, and what your firm should 
consider as clients draw lines in the sand. Leave 
equipped to identify stakeholder interests, lead 
difficult conversations, and separate hype from 
reality in legal AI.

Grant Atkinson, ActionResponder, Los Angeles, CA
Alex Shahrestani, Promise Legal, Austin, TX

2:30 p.m.	 .75 hr | .25 hr ethics

Independent Finance Options for the Novice 
Filmmaker
Discuss the various means available to the 
novice filmmaker for raising the budget for a film 
including private equity and associated Securities 
Law issues, pre-sales, incentives, loans how 
they can be combined to raise the total amount 
needed. Explore the need for early involvement of 
production counsel so as to legally attach actors to 
make the financing easier to obtain.

Duncan C. Montgomery, High Frequency 
Entertainment, LLC, Austin, TX

Michael Norman Saleman, Austin, TX

3:15 p.m.	 15-Minute Break

THANK YOU TO OUR THURSDAY 
AFTERNOON BREAK SPONSOR

3:30 p.m.	 .75 hr

Recording Agreements 101
Whether an artist enters into a recording agreement 
with an indie or major label, there are certain 
key deal points to negotiate. This presentation 
examines those with special attention given to 
emerging trends in these agreements.

Tom Dean, LaPolt Law, P.C., West Hollywood, CA

4:15 p.m.	 .75 hr | .25 hr ethics

Lyrics and Litigation: A Case Study on 
Drake's Legal Claims Against UMG 
Recordings, Inc.
From the recording studio to the courtroom, 
discuss the legal claims arising from feuds between 
well-known recording artists. 

Megan Dunn, Megan Dunn Law, PLLC, Dallas, TX

5:00 p.m.	 Adjourn to Reception

NETWORKING RECEPTION

5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Join us for drinks and hors d'oeuvres  
with program faculty and attendees.

This course has been approved for Minimum 
Continuing Legal Education credit by the State Bar of 
Texas Committee on MCLE in the amount of 13.00 
hours of which 2.50 credit hours will apply to legal 
ethics/professional responsibility credit. The 
University of Texas School of Law is a State Bar of 
California approved MCLE provider (#1944), and an 
Oklahoma Bar Association MCLE presumptively-
approved provider (#169).
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FRIDAY MORNING, SEP. 12, 2025

Presiding Officer:  
Daniel Hare, Varsity Search and Baylor 
University, Waco, TX

8:00 a.m.	 Conference Room Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

8:45 a.m.	 .50 hr

Incentives and Rebates: Saving Your Clients 
Money through the Texas Film Commission
Learn how to maximize your clients’ budgets by 
leveraging the Texas Film Commission’s incentive 
and rebate programs. Receive tips on the 
application process, eligibility requirements, and 
ways to unlock the highest possible savings for film 
and TV productions.

Stephanie K. Hay, The Hay Law Group, PLLC, 
Houston, TX

Will Zech, Texas Film Commission, Austin, TX

9:15 a.m.	 .75 hr

The Rise of Immersive Sports and 
Entertainment Experiences: Unique Legal 
Issues
This panel addresses immersive experiences, 
ranging from explorative art adventures to shared 
reality content that redefines how sports fans can 
experience an NFL matchup. Learn about the 
legal considerations faced by companies that are 
transforming the way people experience content 
through technology and art. 

Moderator:
Brent A. Turman, Bell Nunnally & Martin LLP, Dallas, TX

Panelists:
Breanna Contreras, Meow Wolf, Santa Fe, NM
Ramtin Jamshidi, Cosm, Los Angeles, CA

10:00 a.m.	 15-Minute Break

10:15 a.m.	 .75 hr | .25 hr ethics

Advocating for Your Entertainment Law 
Clients: A Conversation with Dina LaPolt
Enjoy a conversation with renowned music attorney, 
Dina LaPolt, discussing how to best advocate for 
creative clients and giving insight into the current 
state of the music business, AI's impact on artists 
and songwriters, and what can be done to protect 
their rights.

Moderator:
Gwendolyn Seale, Mike Tolleson and Associates, 

Austin, TX

Panelist:
Dina LaPolt, LaPolt Law, P.C., West Hollywood, CA

11:00 a.m.	 .75 hr

Public Art in Transition
Using a case study approach, explore the legal 
and contractual issues that arise when public art is 
deaccessioned – removed, relocated, or destroyed. 
Through real-world examples, this session 
examines what rights artists have in these situations, 
what responsibilities commissioners hold, and 
how to protect artistic intent through contract 
terms. And examine reversion clauses, ownership 
considerations, and key provisions in public art 
agreements, along with federal protections under 
the Visual Artists Rights Act (VARA).

Moderator:
Alissa McCain, Texas Accountants and Lawyers for 

the Arts, Austin, TX

Panelists:
Andrea N. Perez, Carrington, Coleman, Sloman & 

Blumenthal L.L.P., Dallas, TX
John Yancey, The University of Texas, Austin, TX

11:45 a.m.	 .75 hr ethics

Lawyers Behaving Badly: AI Edition
Find out what happens when lawyers using AI goes 
very, very wrong. Learn how to keep yourself and 
your clients out of the news and off the Lawyers 
Behaving Badly podcast.

Karen Delaney, Delaney Legal PLLC,  
Minneapolis, MN

Jennifer Judge, Destination Pet, LLC, Plano, TX

12:30 p.m.	 Pick Up Lunch
Included in registration.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, SEP. 12, 2025

Presiding Officer: 
Gwendolyn Seale, Mike Tolleson and 
Associates, Austin, TX

TEXAS STAR AWARD AND  
LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

12:50 p.m.	 Texas Star Award Presentation

Presented by: Stan Soocher, Entertainment Law & 
Finance, Denver, CO

1:00 p.m.	 .50 hr

Taking Entertainment Law to New Heights:  
The Power of Women Who Do It All

Dina LaPolt, LaPolt Law, P.C., West Hollywood, CA

1:30 p.m.	 15-Minute Break

1:45 p.m.	 .75 hr

The Path to Publication
An overview on the legal pathways to publication 
focusing on the contractual differences between 
traditional publishing, self-publishing, and hybrid 
publishing.

Stevie M. Fitzgerald, SXSW, LLC, Austin, TX

2:30 p.m.	 .75 hr

Legal Issues for Content Creators and 
Influencers
Through this panel discussion, aspiring and 
experienced creator and influencer attorneys will 
have to opportunity to hear about the current 
trends and obstacles present when making 
deals on behalf of creator and influencer clients. 
Protecting your client’s IP is a must, but doing so 
while making the partners with whom your client is 
working happy can be an art.

Nik Sallie, Tastemakers Legal, PLLC, Austin, TX 
Stephen Starks, Dude Perfect, Frisco, TX

3:15 p.m.	 .75 hr

The Reality of Reality TV Contracts: Can They 
Really Draft That?
Dive into the unconscionable—and likely tortious—
contracts that producers send to reality television 
talent. Walk through various examples of actual, 
unbelievable, language you'll find in on-screen 
talent agreements and provide strategies for 
when and how you can push back against major 
producers and Networks in order to get the best 
deal for your client.

Tristan Robinson, Esq., Dallas, TX

4:00 p.m.	 Adjourn

phone 512.475.6700 ■ www.utcle.org/conferences/ET25/signup ■ fax 512.475.6876

Are you a 1st or 2nd year attorney? Attend 
most UT Law CLE conferences for just $195! 

Call 512.475.6700 to register.

ABOUT THE COVER

Cantonese Cowgirl & Her Water Baffalo, 2020 
by Tsz Kam. 

Tsz was born in the early 90s in British colonial 
Hong Kong and grew up there during the post-
colonial period. Tsz moved to Texas at 13 and 
went on to attend The University of Texas at 
Austin, graduating with a BFA in Studio Art in 
2015. 

See a full bio, artist's statement, and collection 
of works at www.tszkam.com.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

UT Law CLE offers annual subscriptions for 
MCLE On-Demand and our eLibrary

Unlimited Access. Anytime. Anywhere.
Compare options and subscribe at  

www.utcle.org/subscriptions
**Subscriptions do not include registrations  

to live conferences or live webcasts.



REGISTRATION FORM

 CONFERENCE REGISTRATION

LIVE EVENT REGISTRATION
Special group registration rates available. Call 512.475.6700

Entertainment Law 101 Registration (ETP25)
Includes Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) in "Your Briefcase."

Please select location type:

	 ❑ Live, In-Person Event Registration

	 ❑ Live Webcast Registration

Please select registration type:

	 ❑ Individual Registration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              $195 | $295 after August 27

	 ❑ Small Firm (5 or fewer attorneys) Registration. . . . . . . . . .           $155 | $255 after August 27

Entertainment Law 101 Printed and Shipped Binder with Registration (Shipping 
Included)  – Available Through Friday, September 12, 2025
Please Note: Printed binder will arrive 2-3 weeks after the conclusion of the live conference. 
Delivery to P.O. boxes is not permitted. Binders will not be distributed on-site.

	 ❑ Printed and Shipped Course Binder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             $102.84 ($95*)

Entertainment Law 101 Webcast Add-on
Register for the in-person conference and add on the webcast format for attendance flexibility.

	 ❑ Webcast Add-on . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                     $100

Entertainment Law 101 Registration Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           $

Entertainment Law Institute Registration (ET25)
Includes Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) in "Your Briefcase."

Please select location type:

	 ❑ Live, In-Person Event Registration

	 ❑ Live Webcast Registration

Please select registration type:

	 ❑ Individual Registration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              $595 | $695 after August 27

	 ❑ Small Firm (5 or fewer attorneys) Registration. . . . . . . . . .           $495 | $595 after August 27

Entertainment Law Institute Printed and Shipped Binder with Registration (Shipping 
Included)  – Available Through Friday, September 12, 2025
Please Note: Printed binder will arrive 2-3 weeks after the conclusion of the live conference. 
Delivery to P.O. boxes is not permitted. Binders will not be distributed on-site.

	 ❑ Printed and Shipped Course Binder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             $102.84 ($95*)

Entertainment Law Institute Webcast Add-on
Register for the in-person conference and add on the webcast format for attendance flexibility.

	 ❑ Webcast Add-on . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                     $100

Entertainment Law Institute Registration Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       $

REGISTRATION SUBTOTAL	 $

 POST-CONFERENCE PRODUCTS 

Entertainment Law 101 eConference –� For Texas and California MCLE Credit
Includes Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) and program video/audio. Available 4–6 
weeks after live event. Hours may vary depending on actual event runtime.

	 ❑ Fundamentals eConference. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                            $295

Entertainment Law 101 Post-Course Binder –� For Research and Self-Study 
Comprehensive binder with papers and slides, available for delivery 4–6 weeks after live event.

	 ❑ Electronic Post-Course Download (PDF). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          $102.84 ($95*)

	 ❑ Printed Post-Course Binder. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $156.96 ($145*)

Entertainment Law 101 Post-Conference Products Subtotal . . . . . . . . . . . .           $

Entertainment Law Institute eConference –� For Texas and California MCLE Credit
Includes Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) and program video/audio. Available 4–6 
weeks after live event. Hours may vary depending on actual event runtime.

	 ❑ Institute eConference . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                 $695

Entertainment Law Institute Post-Course Binder –� For Research and Self-Study 
Comprehensive binder with papers and slides, available for delivery 4–6 weeks after live event.

	 ❑ Electronic Post-Course Download (PDF). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         $319.34 ($295*)

	 ❑ Printed Post-Course Binder. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $373.46 ($345*)

Entertainment Law Institute Post-Conference Products Subtotal . . . . . . . .       $

TOTAL POST-CONFERENCE PRODUCTS	 $

 ORDER GRAND TOTAL 	 $

METHOD OF PAYMENT
	 ❑ Check (make check payable to The University of Texas at Austin)  ❑ VISA  ❑ MasterCard  ❑ American Express  ❑ P.O.

	 Card/P.O. #   CVV #   Exp. Date (mm/yy) 
 
/

 

	 Authorized Signature  

* Tax-exempt rate for, e.g., government employees and nonprofits. Include a Texas Sales and Use Tax Exemption Certificate with order.

Register: 
www.utcle.org/conferences/ET25/signup 
www.utcle.org/conferences/ETP25/signup

Mail: 
The University of Texas School of Law 
ATTN: CLE 
727 E Dean Keeton St 
Austin, TX 78705

Fax:  
512.475.6876

Questions? 
512.475.6700

If you have dietary requirements or would 
like to request accommodations under the 
ADA, please contact Customer Service at 
512.475.6700 or service@utcle.org at least 10 
business days prior to the conference.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY	 ETP25/ET25

Bar Card # _____________________________________________________________________________________________  ❑ TX    ❑ Other State: ________________   ❑ N/A

Name [ Mr. / Ms. ] _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Firm ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________________________________________________________________________    State _______________________  Zip ___________________________________________________________

Telephone  _____________________________________________________________________________________________  Fax _ ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Registrant’s Email (required) ___________________________________________________________________    Assistant’s Email (optional) _________________________________________________________

Invoices, confirmations and receipts are emailed to these addresses.

phone 512.475.6700 ■ www.utcle.org/conferences/ET25/signup ■ fax 512.475.6876
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ENTERTAINMENT LAW INSTITUTE
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AUSTIN
September 10, 11–12, 2025

CONFERENCE LOCATION

AT&T Conference Center 
The University of Texas at Austin 

1900 University Avenue 
Austin, TX 78705 

877.744.8822 (reservations)

Special Room Rate: $204 
good through August 10, 2025 

(subject to availability)

Booking Link & Parking:  
Please visit utcle.org/conferences/ET25/#venue 
for hotel room block and parking information.

KEY DATES

August 27, 2025 
Last day for early registration rates

September 5, 2025 
Last day for full refund cancellation

September 8, 2025 
Last day for partial refund cancellation 

$50 processing fee applied

September 10, 12:35 p.m., CT 
101 begins

September 11, 8:20 a.m., CT 
Institute begins

September 12, 2025 
Last day to order a printed and shipped course binder 

with in-person or webcast conference registration.

ENTERTAINMENT LAW 101 AND INSTITUTE FACULTY AND PLANNING COMMITTEE

Formed in 1989, the Entertainment and Sports Law Section consists of more than 
600 licensed attorneys throughout the state who practice entertainment and 
sports law. Section members represent a wide variety of clients including artists, 
filmmakers, athletes,  media companies, employers, employees, and entertainment 
and sports organizations, in both the private and public sectors. The purpose of the 
Entertainment and Sports Law Section is to promote and enhance the practice of 
law by all lawyers who concentrate or have an interest in entertainment and sports law. Join today and 
get involved in the Section’s activities. Some of the areas in which you can serve are legislative (state 
and federal), merchandising, website, social networking, event planning, marketing and more. Section 
dues are $30, and membership is from June 1 to May 31. To join, visit your My Bar Page and join online, 
or download a membership form from TexasBar.com/sections to pay by mail.
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