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 8TH BIENNIAL FAMILY LAW LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
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PURPOSE AND SCOPE

As has been true for every odd-numbered year for over three decades, 2005 will see significant changes to the 
Texas Family Code.  The just-ended 79th Legislative Session enacted 45 bills affecting hundreds of sections in 

the Family Code, plus other related legislation that will impact Family Law practitioners.

This legislative update is designed to make you aware of what the changes do, and how the new substantive changes 
will affect your family law practice.  Two of the most knowledgeable family law experts in the state, University of Texas 
School of Law Professor John J. Sampson and Houston attorney Harry L. Tindall, will lead the discussion.  They will 
be joined at some of the sessions by other experts, including members of the Texas Legislature who authored or spon-
sored most of the major legislation passed in 2005: Senator Chris Harris and Representatives Harold V. Dutton, Jr. 
and Toby Goodman; Alicia Key, Director of the Child Support Division, Office of the Attorney General; Charles G. 
Childress, Children’s Rights Clinic, University of Texas School of Law; and Houston attorney Angela Pence, Tindall 
& Foster, P.C.

Highlights include:
Title 1.
(a) Same-sex marriage and the Texas Constitution meet at the polls

(b) Effect of taxation to be considered in division of property

(c) Internal tracing of 401k plans permitted, stock options allocated by time

(d) Premarital and partition agreements revisited

Title 4.
Debate over appealability of protective orders settled—they are, but wait for final decree in divorce and 
SAPCR

Title 5.
(a) Grandparents possession and access to grandchildren codified

(b) Clarifying amendments made to ad litem statutes

(c) Parenting plans begin—perhaps change of terminology in the wind

(d) CPS undergoes a major renovation

(e) Parenting coordinators authorized for high conflict case
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PROGRAM SCHEDULE
* G a l v e s t o n  o n l y

11:45 a.m. Registration Opens

12:30 p.m. Session Begins

  2.0 hrs

2:30 p.m. Break

2:45 p.m. Session Resumes 

  1.75 hrs

4:30 p.m. Adjourn

Dal las  and Aust in

8:00 a.m. Registration Opens

8:45 a.m. Session Begins 

  2.0 hrs

10:45 a.m. Break

11:00 a.m. Session Resumes 

  1.75 hrs

12:45 p.m. Adjourn

CONFERENCE FACULTY
JOHN J. SAMPSON
The University of Texas School of Law
Editor, Family Law Section Report
Reporter, Uniform Interstate Family Support Act 
(2001) and Uniform Parentage Act (2002)
Austin

HARRY L. TINDALL
Tindall & Foster, P.C.
Commissioner, National Conference of 
Commissioners on Uniform State Laws
Chair, Uniform Parentage Act Drafting Committee
Houston

SENATOR CHRIS HARRIS
Senate Jurisprudence Committee
(R) Arlington

REPRESENTATIVE HAROLD V. DUTTON, JR.
Chair, Juvenile Justice and Family Issues Committee
(D) Houston

REPRESENTATIVE TOBY GOODMAN
Juvenile Justice and Family Issues Committee
(R) Arlington

ALICIA KEY
Director, Child Support Enforcement Division, 
Office of the Attorney General
Austin

CHARLES G. CHILDRESS
Children’s Rights Clinic, 
The University of Texas School of Law
Austin

ANGELA G. PENCE
Tindall & Foster
Houston

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Bar Card#    ❑ TX      ❑ Other State:        ❑  N/A

Name [ Mr. / Ms. ]  

Firm  

Address  

City    State    Zip  

Telephone    Fax  

Registrant’s Email (required)  

Assistant’s Email (optional)  

Invoices, confirmations and receipts are emailed to these addresses.

METHOD OF PAYMENT

❑ Check (make checks payable to: The University of Texas at Austin)

❑ VISA or  ❑ Mastercard (sorry, no AMEX or Discover)

Card #   - - -
X     /
Authorized Signature Exp. Date (mm/yy)

REGISTRATION      

*GALVESTON – June 29, 2005

❑ Registration Fee due by Wed., June 22, 2005    $125.00

   ❑ Registration Fee after Fri. June 24, 2005    $175.00

DALLAS – July 14, 2005

❑ Registration Fee due by Wed., July 6, 2005    $125.00

   ❑ Registration Fee after Fri. July 8, 2005    $175.00

AUSTIN – July 15, 2005

❑ Registration Fee due by Wed., July 6, 2005    $125.00

   ❑ Registration Fee after Fri. July 8, 2005    $175.00

CONFERENCE PUBLICATIONS AND MEDIA 

Allow 2–4 weeks from conference date for delivery

❑ Course Binder WITHOUT conference registration    $75.00

❑ Audio CD Set    $70.00

❑ Group CLE for 2—includes CD Set and Course Binder     $250.00

       ____Add participants (includes Course Binder) for $80 each    $  

TOTAL ENCLOSED  $ 

R E G I S T R A T I O N  F O R  F L 0 5

Mail this registration form to: 
The University of Texas School of Law, Attn. FL05
P.O. Box 7759, Austin, TX 78713-7759 or fax a copy to:  (512) 475-6876

*The Galveston program precedes Family Law on the Front Lines, also at Moody 

Gardens, June 30–July 1. To register for both conferences visit www.utcle.org.
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8TH BIENNIAL FAMILY LAW LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
Moody Gardens Hotel • Galveston • June 29, 2005

Belo Mansion • Dallas • July 14, 2005
Eidman Courtroom, UT School of Law • Austin • July 15, 2005

E-mail us at

utcle@mail.law.utexas.edu

or call us at

512-475-6700

for more information

AUSTIN
July 15, 2005

CONFERENCE LOCATION

UT School of Law
Eidman Courtroom

727 East Dean Keeton Street 
Austin, Texas, 78705

Parking available in the San Jacinto 

Garage—$7 per day.

MAP LINKS

Eidman Courtroom:

www.utexas.edu/law/about/maps/level2.gif

Parking garage:

www.utexas.edu/law/about/parking.html

General map:

www.utexas.edu/maps/main/areas/law.html
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KEY DATES
Registration and Cancellation

  July 6, 2005, 5 p.m.
  •last day for early registration
    add $50 for registrations
    received after this time

  July 8, 2005, 5 p.m.
  •last day for full refund

  July 11, 2005, 5 p.m.
  •last day for partial refunds
    $50 processing fee applied

  July 14, 2005, 8:45 a.m.
  • Family Law Legislative Update begins 

This course has been approved for 

Minimum Continuing Legal Education

credit by the State Bar of Texas

Committee on MCLE in the amount of

3.75 hours.

M
C
L
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A B O U T  T H E  C O V E R

“Sun-Drugged Ministry,” 

watercolor, is by Christopher 

St. Leger. For more information, 

visit his Web site:

www.christopherstleger.com

GALVESTON
June 29, 2005

CONFERENCE LOCATION

Moody Gardens Hotel
Seven Hope Boulevard

Galveston, TX 77554

1-888-388-8484 

SPECIAL RATE $149
(subject to availability)

 Good through June 8, 2005

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

KEY DATES
Registration and Cancellation

  June 22, 2005, 5 p.m.
  •last day for early registration
    add $50 for registrations
    received after this time

  June 24, 2005, 5 p.m.
  •last day for full refund

  June 27, 2005, 5 p.m.
  •last day for partial refunds
    $50 processing fee applied

  June 29, 2005, 8:45 a.m.
  •Family Law Legislative Update begins

DALLAS
July 14, 2005

CONFERENCE LOCATION

Belo Mansion
2101 Ross Avenue
Dallas, TX  75201

214-220-7400

(Parking: $8 daily)

Built in the late 1800’s in downtown Dallas, The 
Dallas Bar Association’s Belo Mansion offers 
the finest conference amenities and services 
in a beautiful setting. Hotel accommoda-
t ions are within walk ing distance.
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KEY DATES
Registration and Cancellation

  July 6, 2005, 5 p.m.
  •last day for early registration
    add $50 for registrations
    received after this time

  July 8, 2005, 5 p.m.
  •last day for full refund

  July 11, 2005, 5 p.m.
  •last day for partial refunds
    $50 processing fee applied

  July 14, 2005, 8:45 a.m.
  •Family Law Legislative Update begins


