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 9th Biennial Family Law Legislative Update
Earn up to 3.00 Hours of Credit

Purpose and Scope

With one week remaining in the 80th Legislative Session, it seemed almost certain that Sampson & Tindall’s 
9th Biennial Family Law Legislative Update faced cancellation for lack of material. What a difference a week 

makes—especially that extraordinary last weekend. Newspaper reports all focused on the abortive attempt to depose 
the speaker. Less noticed by the press was the record-breaking, rules-suspending activity that followed the failed coup 
d’état, resulting in a virtual core-dump during the last three days. This legislative update is designed to make you aware 
of what the changes do, and how the new substantive changes will affect your family law practice. Two of the most 
knowledgeable family law experts in the state, University of Texas School of Law Professor John J. Sampson and Hous-
ton attorney Harry L. Tindall, will lead the discussion. They may be joined at some of the sessions by other experts.

Highlights include:
• �Long-awaited adjustment of the child support guidelines, taking into account the changes in financial 

circumstances in the last 14 years.

• �Standard Possession Order (SPO) amended to reflect lessons learned about modern schedules. Similarly, 
adaptation is made to the Internet world for parent access.

• �Comprehensive revision of the controversial “parenting plan” initiated in 2005 has been made. The provi-
sions that elicited so much criticism from the practicing bar were eliminated, while the underlying changes 
in terminology and approach favored by many judges were retained.

• �New provisions for ordering life insurance for child support and calculation of estate liability.

• Posthumous annulment sought and obtained by Probate lawyers.

• Standing to sue—expanded for the extended family.

• New assisted reproduction rules—informal donors beware!

• Requirements for social studies in SAPCR extensively revised.

• Domestic Relations Offices given new powers to serve as parenting coordinators.

• Military deployment and absent parent—new rules for stepparents.

• Attorney General’s Child Support Division given new administrative remedies.

• As always, more revisions to the Children’s Protective Services laws.

• �Almost as interesting are bills that didn’t pass, but will be heard from again, e.g., embryo adoption, 
covenant marriage, and paternity disestablishment.
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Program Schedule
G a l v e s t o n  o n l y

12:45 p.m.	 Registration Opens
Includes complimentary refreshments

1:30 p.m.	 Session Begins

		  1.5 hrs

3:00 p.m.	 Break

3:15 p.m.	 Session Resumes	

		  1.5 hrs

4:45 p.m.	 Adjourn

Dal las  and Aust in

8:00 a.m.	 Registration Opens
Includes continental breakfast

9:00 a.m.	 Session Begins	

		  1.5 hrs

10:30 a.m.	 Break

10:45 a.m.	 Session Resumes	

		  1.5 hrs

12:15 p.m.	 Adjourn

Conference Faculty
John J. Sampson
The University of Texas School of Law
Editor, Family Law Section Report
Reporter, Uniform Interstate Family Support Act 
(2001) and Uniform Parentage Act (2002)
Austin

Harry L. Tindall
Tindall & Foster, P.C.
Commissioner, National Conference of 
Commissioners on Uniform State Laws
Chair, Uniform Parentage Act Drafting Committee
Houston

Guest speakers may participate in some sessions.

FA M I LY  L AW  O N  T H E 

F R O N T  L I N E S

(Thursday and Friday following the Legislative Update)

 June 28-29, 2007 

Moody Gardens Hotel, Galveston

The conference wil l  provide resources, 

strategies, and practical solutions for the 

real-world problems faced by practitioners. 

Don’t miss an in-depth look at electronic ev-

idence, domestic violence issues, appellate 

deadlines, how to effectively cross-examine 

a psychologist, and much more—visit www.

utcle.org for the conference program and 

registration.
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Preceding Family Law on the Front Lines, June 28-29, Galveston

 Registration Fee due by Wed., June 20, 2007    $135.00

    Registration Fee after Wed. June 20, 2007    $175.00

DALLAS – July 12, 2007

 Registration Fee due by Thurs., July 5, 2007    $135.00

    Registration Fee after Thurs. July 5, 2007    $175.00

Austin – July 13, 2007

 Registration Fee due by Thurs., July 5, 2007    $135.00

    Registration Fee after Thurs. July 5, 2007    $175.00

CONFERENCE PUBLICATIONS AND MEDIA 

Allow 2–4 weeks from conference date for delivery
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 Audio CD Set    $70.00
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Francis Auditorium, UT School of Law • Austin • July 13, 2007

E-mail us at

utcle@law.utexas.edu

or call us at

512-475-6700

for more information

Austin
July 13, 2007

CONFERENCE LOCATION

UT School of Law
Francis Auditorium

727 East Dean Keeton Street 
Room 2.114

Austin, Texas, 78705

Parking available in the San Jacinto 

Garage—$8 per day.

MAP LINKS

Francis Auditorium:

http://www.utexas.edu/law/about/maps/

Parking garage:

www.utexas.edu/law/about/parking.html

General map:

www.utexas.edu/maps/main/areas/law.html
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KEY DATES
Registration and Cancellation

    July 5, 2007, 5 p.m.
    •last day for early registration
      add $50 for registrations
      received after this time

    July 6, 2007, 5 p.m.
    •last day for full refund

    July 9, 2007, 5 p.m.
    •last day for partial refunds
      $50 processing fee applied

    July 13, 2005, 9 a.m.
    •�Family Law Legislative Update begins 

UTCLE

This course has been approved for Minimum 

Continuing Legal Education credit by the 

State Bar of Texas Committee on MCLE in 

the amount of 3.00 hours. The University of 

Texas School of Law is a State Board of CA 

approved MCLE provider (#1944).

M
C
L
E

“Improv 154,” oil on canvas, 

is by David Newman. 

For more information, 

call 512-293-1482 or visit 

www.artworksbydavid.com

GALVESTON
June 27, 2007

CONFERENCE LOCATION

Moody Gardens Hotel
Seven Hope Boulevard

Galveston, TX 77554
1-888-388-8484 
409-741-8484

SPECIAL RATE $164
(subject to availability)

 Good through June 3, 2007

Self-Parking: complimentary self-parking

Valet: $7 day, $10 overnight (subject to change)

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

KEY DATES
Registration and Cancellation

    June 20, 2007, 5 p.m.
    •last day for early registration
      add $50 for registrations
      received after this time

    June 22, 2007, 5 p.m.
    •last day for full refund

    June 25, 2007, 5 p.m.
    •last day for partial refunds
      $50 processing fee applied

    June 27, 2007, 1:30 p.m.
    •Family Law Legislative Update begins

DALLAS
July 12, 2007

CONFERENCE LOCATION

Belo Mansion
2101 Ross Avenue
Dallas, TX  75201

214-220-0239

Parking: $5 daily before 9 a.m.; $8 daily afterward

Built in the late 1800’s in downtown Dallas, The 
Dallas Bar Association’s Belo Mansion offers 
the finest conference amenities and services 
in a beautiful setting. Hotel accommoda-
t ions are within walk ing distance.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

KEY DATES
Registration and Cancellation

    July 5, 2007, 5 p.m.
    •last day for early registration
      add $50 for registrations
      received after this time

    July 6, 2007, 5 p.m.
    •last day for full refund

    July 9, 2007, 5 p.m.
    •last day for partial refunds
      $50 processing fee applied

    July 12, 2007, 9 a.m.
    •Family Law Legislative Update begins
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