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6th Annual Family Law on the Front Lines Conference
June  22-23 , 2006  •  Moody  Gardens  Hote l  •  Ga l ve s ton , Texa s

Earn up to 12.50 Hours of Credit  Including 3.00 Hours of Ethics Credit

THURSDAY MORNING, June 22, 2006

Presiding Officer: Sherri A. Evans, Houston

8:00 a.m.	 Registration Opens

Includes continental breakfast.

8:35 a.m.	 Welcoming Remarks

8:45 a.m.	 .50 hr

Client Personality Patterns and Case 
Management Strategies for Family Law 
Attorneys
While each divorce is unique, there are predictable pat-

terns in the behavior of divorcing couples. These pat-

terns are the result of the interactions of the divorcing 

couples’ personalities and sometimes their emotional 

difficulties, and if properly recognized and managed, 

can make it easier for family law attorneys to manage 

their clients and develop workable case strategies.

Kevin Karlson, Richardson 

9:15 a.m.	 .50 hr  ethics

Use and Abuse of Discovery 
How to avoid going in front of a judge regarding re-

quests for production, motions to compel, etc. How 

to avoid unnecessary trips to the judge.

Barbara D. Nunneley, Hurst 

9:45 a.m.	 .50 hr ethics

Discovery of Medical and Psychological 
Information
This session will cover subpoena rules, including HIPPA 

requirements.

Kathryn Lanigan Wieser, Dallas

10:15 a.m.	 .50 hr ethics

Unusual Discovery
How to obtain and use those hard-to-get discovery 

items, including out-of-state depositions, financial 

records, tax returns, drug test results, police reports, 

and school day care records.

Angela G. Pence, Houston 

10:45 a.m.	 Break

11:00 a.m.	 1.00 hr including .25 hr ethics

Panel Discussion: Discovery
Panel discussion of abusive, medical and unusual 

discovery issues. Includes Q & A session.

Moderator: Barbara D. Nunneley, Hurst 
Angela G. Pence, Houston 
Hon. Judy L. Warne, Houston 
Kathryn Lanigan Wieser, Dallas 

Lunch Presentation

12:00 p.m	 Pick Up Box Lunch

Included in registration.

12:15 p.m.	 .75 hr ethics

Witness Preparation
A smorgasbord of tactics, techniques and other 

tasty tidbits of wisdom for preparing your witness 

for court, served up in a multimedia format for your 

lunchtime dining pleasure.

Karl E. Hays, Austin  

Jimmy Vaught, Austin 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer: Jimmy Vaught, Austin

1:15 p.m.	 .75 hr 

UCCJEA, ABC’s of Custody
Jurisdictional Jeopardy: HC, UCCJEA, PKPA and 

other ABC’s of Custody. 

Miriam L. Ackels, Dallas 

Lynn Kamin, Houston 

Whose Rights are Right?

2:00 p.m.	 .50 hr 

When Do the Constitutional Rights of 
Children Ripen?
Both the U.S. Constitution and the Texas Constitution 

give each citizen the right to “freely exercise” their 

religion, but the Texas Family Code give the “right to 

direct the moral and religious” training to the parents. 

Case law allows mature children to consent to medi-

cal treatment, but this right is also given to the par-

ents. What rights are given to the children in the state 

of Texas? An examination of the children’s rights and 

the Texas Family Code.

Imogen S. Papadopoulus, Houston 

2:30 p.m.	 .50 hr 

What Parents’ Rights Are and Are Not
Examination and discussion of r ights and l imitations 

of parents, including bypass law.

H. E. Méndez, San Antonio 

3:00 p.m.	 .50 hr 

Grandparents’ and Third Parties’ Rights
Current status of grandparents’ and third part ies’ 

r ights to chi ldren after the legis lative changes of 

September 2005. 

Lisa Lynne Taylor, Harlingen 

3:30 p.m. 	 Break

3:45 p.m.	 .75 hr 

Panel Discussion: Rights
Panel discussion regarding children, parents, grand-

parents and third party rights. Includes Q & A session.

Moderator: H. E. Méndez, San Antonio 
Hon. William W. Harris, Fort Worth 
Imogen S. Papadopoulus, Houston
Lisa Lynne Taylor, Harlingen

4:30 p.m.	 Adjourn

FRIDAY MORNING, June 23, 2006

Presiding Officer: Karl E. Hays, Austin

9:00 a.m.	 .50 hr

CYA for the COA—Tips for Avoiding Reversal
Practical tips to protect against reversal on appeal, be-

ginning with pre-suit considerations, jurisdictional issues, 

pleading do’s and don’ts, and party affiliation, through 

final judgment, findings, and post-judgment practice. 

Sallee S. Smyth, Houston 

Electronic Evidence

9:30 a.m.	 .50 hr 

Gathering Electronic Evidence
What to look for in an expert; sources of evidence; 

and techniques for preserving it.  

Paul Taylor, New York, NY

10:00 a.m.	 .50 hr ethics

Criminal Issues of Electronic Evidence
Criminal implications and electronic evidence gathering 

for the family law practitioner.

E. X. Martin, Dallas 

10:30 a.m.	 .50 hr 

Presenting Electronic Evidence
Make your evidence admissible, and present for 

greatest impact. 

Richard L. Robertson, Plano 

11:00 a.m.	 Break

11:15 a.m.	 .75 hr

Panel Discussion: Evidence
Criminal issues of electronic evidence, data recovery, 

and presenting electronic evidence will be discussed. 

Includes Q&A session.

Moderator: Richard L. Robertson, Plano 
E. X. Martin, Dallas 
Hon. Frank F. Rynd, Houston 
Paul Taylor, New York, NY 
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R E G I S T R A T I O N  F O R  F M 0 6

Mail this registration form to: 
The University of Texas School of Law, Attn. FM06
P.O. Box 7759, Austin, TX 78713-7759 or fax a copy to:  (512) 475-6876

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Bar Card#      State:          N/A

Name [ Mr. / Ms. ]  

Firm  

Address  

City    State    Zip  

Telephone    Fax  

Email Address  

Assistant’s Email (optional)  
Invoices, confirmations and receipts are emailed to these addresses.

METHOD OF PAYMENT

 Check (make checks payable to: The University of Texas at Austin)

 VISA	 or	   Mastercard	 (sorry, no AMEX or Discover)

Card #   - - -

X     /
Authorized Signature	 Exp. Date (mm/yy)

REGISTRATION – Includes Course Binder, Thursday and Friday Box Lunch Presentations 

 Early Registration Fee due by Wed., June 14, 2006   $425.00

    Registration Fee after Wed., June 14, 2006    $475.00

CONFERENCE PUBLICATIONS AND MEDIA  
Allow 2–4 weeks from conference date for delivery.

 Course Binder    $200.00
Note: Conference registration includes Course Binder.

 Audio CD Set    $175.00

 eBinder on CD (PDF format)     $200.00/$50.00
($200 purchased alone, $50 with registration or purchase of Course Binder or Audio CD Set)

In-House CLE: Bring the conference in-house and learn at your convenience.
Allow 2–4 weeks from conference date for delivery.

  In-House CLE for 2 includes Audio CD Set and 2 Course Binders    $750.00

            Add  participants (includes  Course Binder) for $200 each     $ 

                                  TOTAL ENCLOSED  $ 

Lunch Presentation

12:00 p.m.	 Pick Up Box Lunch

Included in registration.

12:15 p.m.	 .50 hr

Mediation, Collaboration and Other 
Litigation Options
To be or not to be a “litigant”—that is the question. 

Finding the “perfect” way to resolving your client’s 

divorce.

Charles E. Hardy, San Antonio 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer: Sue M. Hall, San Antonio

1:00 p.m.	 .50 hr 

The ABC’s of Reading a Tax Return
Discussion of how to use a tax return to identify use-

ful financial information and to identify items that 

can cause pitfalls in a divorce. Includes updates 

of recent tax law developments that can affect 

parties in divorce.

Elizabeth A. Copeland, San Antonio 

1:30 p.m.	 .50 hr 

KISS—Keep It Simple, Sweetie
Tips, forms, and links for keeping the presentation of 

your case straightforward and easy to follow. 

Patricia N. Carter, Houston
Janet McCullar, Austin  

2:00 p.m.	 .50 hr 

The Bankruptcy Reform Act of 2005: Why 
Do They Call it BARF?
Discussion of the impact of recent changes to the 

Bankruptcy Code on family law practice.

Diana S. Friedman, Dallas 
Joseph A. Friedman, Dallas 

2:30 p.m. 	 Break

2:45 p.m.	 1.00 hr 

Removing the Mystique of Judges: Why 
Judges Rule as They Do 
Judges have feelings too. Gain some insight into 

what goes through the mind of a jurist in deciding 

issues involving custody, adultery, relocation, prop-

erty awards, domestic violence, outside-the-guide-

lines child support, as well as other matters com-

monly presented to the trial judge. A drop box for 

questions to be addressed will be provided. 

Moderator: Warren Cole, Houston 
Hon. Stephen W. Baker, Associate Judge, 
   Galveston
Hon. Don Emerson, Amarillo
Hon. Dennise Garcia, Dallas 
Hon. Lora J. Livingston, Austin 

3:45 p.m.	 Adjourn

Hawaiian Shirt Series in galveston 

Family Law on the Front Lines Conference is part of UT Law’s 

Hawaiian Shirt Series, both informal and informative—participants are all 

invited to dress “beach casual.” Enjoy the many attractions of Moody 

Gardens and Galveston Island: the aquarium, the Discovery and Rain-

forest pyramids, IMAX 3D theater, the newly expanded Palm Beach, 

the Strand, and great seafood restaurants. Bring shorts, a Hawaiian 

shirt, and the family!
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MIRIAM L. ACKELS	
Webb & Ackels, P.C.	
Dallas

HON. STEPHEN W. BAKER
Associate Judge	
306th Judicial District Court	
Galveston

PATRICIA N. CARTER	
Short•Jenkins•Kamin, L.L.P.	
Houston

WARREN COLE	
Piro, Lilly & Cole, L.L.P.	
Houston

ELIZABETH A. COPELAND	
Oppenheimer, Blend, Harrison & Tate, Inc.	
San Antonio

HON. DON EMERSON	
320th District Court	
Amarillo

DIANA S. FRIEDMAN	
Diana S. Friedman P.C. 	
Dallas

JOSEPH A. FRIEDMAN	
Kane, Russell, Coleman & Logan, P.C.	
Dallas

HON. DENNISE GARCIA
303rd Judicial District Court
Dallas

CHARLES E. HARDY	
Higdon, Hardy & Zuflacht, L.L.P.	
San Antonio

HON. WILLIAM W. HARRIS	
233rd District Court	
Fort Worth

KARL E. HAYS	
Law Offices of John Barrett	
Austin

LYNN KAMIN	
Short•Jenkins•Kamin, L.L.P.
Houston

KEVIN KARLSON	
Kevin Karlson JD., Ph.D.	
Richardson

HON. LORA J. LIVINGSTON	
261st District Court	
Austin

E. X. MARTIN		
Dallas

JANET MCCULLAR	
McCullar * Vaught, P.C. 	
Austin

H. E. MéNDEZ, ESQ.	
Attorney at Law	
San Antonio

BARBARA D. NUNNELEY	
Nunneley Family Law Center	
Hurst

IMOGEN S. PAPADOPOULUS	
Law Office of Imogen Papadopoulos	
Houston

ANGELA G. PENCE	
Tindall & Foster, P.C.	
Houston

RICHARD L. ROBERTSON	
Koons, Fuller, VandenEykel & Robertson	
Plano

HON. FRANK F. RYND	
309th District Court	
Houston

SALLEE S. SMYTH	
Short•Jenkins•Kamin, L.L.P.	
Houston

LISA LYNNE TAYLOR
Attorney at Law
Harlingen

PAUL TAYLOR	
First Advantage Litigation Consulting	
New York, NY

JIMMY VAUGHT 	
McCullar * Vaught, P.C. 	
Austin

HON. JUDY L. WARNE	
257th Judicial District Court	
Houston

KATHRYN LANIGAN WIESER	
Goranson, Bain, Larsen & Greenwald, L.C.	
Dallas

C onf   e r e nc  e  Faculty    

P lanning        C ommitt      e e

GALVESTON
June 22-23, 2006 

CONFERENCE LOCATION

Moody Gardens Hotel
Seven Hope Boulevard

Galveston, TX  77554

1-888-388-8484

SPECIAL RATE $160 
(subject to availability) 

good through May 31, 2006

Self-Parking: Complimentary
Valet: $7 day, $10 night

(subject to change)

Rooms sell out quickly – please 
reserve early!

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••

KEY DATES
Registration & Cancellation

June 14, 2006–5 p.m.
last day for early registration

add $50 for registrations
received after this time

June 16, 2006–5 p.m.
last day for full refund

June 19, 2006–5 p.m.
last day for partial refunds

$50 processing fee applied

June 22, 2006–8:45 a.m.
conference begins

SHERRI A. EVANS – Co-Chair
Houston

JIMMY VAUGHT – Co-Chair 	
Austin

MIRIAM L. ACKELS	
Dallas

DIANA S. FRIEDMAN	
Dallas

SUE M. HALL	
San Antonio

KARL E. HAYS	
Austin

LYNN KAMIN	
Houston

JANET MCCULLAR	
Austin

H. E. MéNDEZ, ESQ.	
San Antonio

SALLEE S. SMYTH	
Houston

HOLLIS L. LEVY	
Austin

This course has been approved 
for Minimum Continuing Legal 
Education credit by the State 
Bar of Texas Committee on MCLE 
in the amount of 12.50 hours, of 
which 3.00 credit hours will apply 
t o  l e g a l  e t h i c s / p r o f e s s i o n a l 
responsibil ity credit.
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