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11TH ANNUAL 

FAMILY LAW ON THE FRONT LINES

June 16–17, 2011 �  AT&T Conference Center �  Austin, Texas

Earn up to 14.50 Hours of MCLE Credit including 2.50 Hours of Ethics Credit

Specialization Credit Approved for Family Law, Civil Trial Law, and Civil Appellate Law

CPA, LMFT, LPC, and LSW Continuing Education Credit Available

THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 16, 2011

Presiding Officer: 
Heather Leah King, KoonsFuller, P.C., 
Southlake, TX

8:00 a.m. Registration Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

8:50 a.m. Welcoming Remarks

9:00 a.m. .75 hr

Case Law Update
A discussion of recent case decisions and a highlight 
of cases that are noteworthy to the everyday family 
law practitioner.

Michelle May O’Neil, O’Neil Attorneys Family Law, 
Dallas, TX

9:45 a.m. .50 hr ethics

Grievances: The Process, Responses and 
Most Frequent Complaints
Understanding the grievance process and the State 
Bar’s role. Tips on how and how not to respond to 
grievances and evidentiary hearings. What are the 
most frequent complaints, and how can you avoid 
them?

R. Scott Downing, McCurley, Orsinger, McCurley, 
Nelson & Downing, L.L.P., Dallas, TX

10:15 a.m. Break

10:30 a.m. .75 hr

Just Saying “No” Is Not Enough
Affirmative defenses, motions for summary judgment 
and other pleadings in family law cases.

Christopher K. Wrampelmeier, Underwood, Wilson, 
Berry, Stein & Johnson, P.C., Amarillo, TX

11:15 a.m. .50 hr

Legislative Update
An overview of the key family law issues presented 
in the 82nd Texas legislative session, including the 
alimony bill.

Charla H. Bradshaw, KoonsFuller, P.C., Denton, TX

THURSDAY AFTERNOON

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

11:45 a.m. Pick Up Box Lunch
Included in conference registration fee.

12:00 p.m. .50 hr

Managing Stress and Avoiding Burnout
Learn stress management skills to not only avoid 
burnout, but maintain a vital life. Come away with 
practice techniques that will help you achieve your 
goals and enjoy your success.

Erika Marcoux, Austin Feel Better and One-Heart 
Vision, Austin, TX

12:30 p.m. Break

12:45 p.m. .50 hr ethics

Legal Malpractice and Fiduciary Duties for 
the Family Lawyer
What are the most significant malpractice exposures 
of family lawyers? Do they have special exposures 
which other lawyers tend not to have?  Are there any 
relationships which create problems more common 
for family lawyers than most other civil litigators? 
Do violations of ethical rules constitute evidence 
in malpractice cases? Should family lawyers always 
have malpractice insurance, and if so, how much?

Michael Sean Quinn, Quinn Hayes & Quinn,  
Austin, TX

1:15 p.m. .75 hr

Characterization of Property
An in-depth discussion of characterization of 
property in divorce, including business interests, 
trusts and retirement plans.

Kathryn J. Murphy, Goranson, Bain, Larsen,  
Greenwald, Maultsby & Murphy, PLLC, Plano, TX

2:00 p.m. .50 hr ethics

Tracing Holes without Records
How to effectively present your case to the court 
when you are unable to obtain all records that are 
necessary to do so.

William M. Reppeto, McCurley, Orsinger, McCurley, 
Nelson & Downing, L.L.P., Dallas, TX

2:30 p.m. Break

2:45 p.m. .50 hr

Tuition or Neiman’s: Stretching Overextended 
Budgets and Solutions for the Negative 
Balance Sheet
Practical suggestions for how to deal with the 
economic issues currently facing our divorcing 
clients, including underwater real estate, inflated 
credit card debt and lack of liquidity, and when 
bankruptcy might be the answer.

Wendy S. Burgower, Burgower & Rainwater, LLP, 
Houston, TX

3:15 p.m. Break

3:30 p.m. .50 hr

Valuation
How to cross-examine a valuation expert.

Sherri A. Evans, Jenkins & Kamin, LLP, Houston, TX
Haran D. Levy, CPA, ABV, CVA, CFF, UHY Advisors 

FLVS, Inc., Houston, TX

4:00 p.m. .50 hr

Criminal Aspects of Divorce
Helping your client avoid a longer confinement 
than the marriage.

Martin H. Boozer, Attorney at Law, Austin, TX
David A. Sheppard, Law Offices of David A. Sheppard, 

Austin, TX

4:30 p.m. 1.00 hr

The Toughest Issues in Family Law:  
A Judge’s Perspective

Moderator:
Jack W. Marr, Marr Meier & Bradicich LLP, Victoria, TX

Panelists:
Hon. Victor H. Negrón Jr., 438th District Court,  

San Antonio, TX
Hon. Andrea D. Plumlee, 330th District Court,  

Dallas, TX
Hon. Judy L. Warne, 257th District Court,  

Houston, TX
Hon. Douglas R. Woodburn, 108th District Court, 

Amarillo, TX

5:30 p.m. Adjourn



FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 17, 2011

Presiding Officer: 
Karl E. Hays, Law Offices of Karl E. Hays, 
Austin, TX

8:00 a.m. Conference Room Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

8:30 a.m. .50 hr

Protective Orders: Who Needs Them and 
How to Get Them
Advocating for the establishment and enforcement 
of your clients’ family violence and sexual assault 
protective orders.

Carlos Guillermo Salinas, Texas RioGrande Legal  
Aid (TRLA), Austin, TX

9:00 a.m. .75 hr including .25 hr ethics

Plutoed Parents: Preventing and Overcoming 
Parental Alienation
One of the most frequent and difficult issues in 
family law litigation is when one parent claims 
that the children resist or refuse to spend time 
with the other parent. Proper management can 
spare families severe disruptions in parent-child 
relationships, and restore positive relationships 
when preventative efforts fail.

Diana S. Friedman, Diana S. Friedman, P.C., Dallas, TX
Dr. Richard Warshak, The University of Texas  

Southwestern Medical Center, Dallas, TX

9:45 a.m. .50 hr

Conservatorship and Presumptions:  
Where Is the Starting Line?
Presumptions, rules of law and assumptions of 
fact in contested Suit Affecting the Parent-Child 
Relationship (SAPCR) races.

Jonathan J. Bates, Kinser & Bates, L.L.P., Dallas, TX

10:15 a.m. Break

10:30 a.m. .75 hr including .25 hr ethics

Social Networking Evidence for the Family 
Law Practitioner
This session identifies the various uses of social 
media evidence in the family law context, and 
examines discredibility and evidentiary issues 
presented by social media evidence.

John G. Browning, Thompson, Coe, Cousins &  
Irons, LLP, Dallas, TX

11:15 a.m. .50 hr including .25 hr ethics

Discovery: How To Get What You Need—
From Economical to Expensive
Effective discovery tools, including traditional 
discovery requests and obtaining electronic and 
high-tech evidence.

JoAl Cannon Sheridan, Ausley, Algert, Robertson & 
Flores, LLP, Austin, TX

FRIDAY AFTERNOON

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

11:45 a.m. Pick Up Box Lunch
Included in conference registration fee.

12:00 p.m. .75 hr

Modern Family: Headlines in Same-Sex  
Family Law Cases
Family law cases for same-sex couples generate 
heat in courtrooms, legal publications and the 
news. As statutes are changing at the federal and 
state levels, and cases are decided by the courts of 
appeals, Texas family lawyers need to know how the 
effects of same-sex unions play out in dissolution 
and child custody cases in Texas. This presentation 
focuses on the latest legal developments that are 
making headlines across the state and nation in this 
evolving area of family law.

Amy C. Wright, Law Offices of William D. Powers, 
Austin, TX

12:45 p.m. Break

1:00 p.m. .50 hr including .25 hr ethics

“Are You My Daddy?” Paternity Fraud and 
Related Issues
Identification and discussion of the various issues 
and arguments related to the emotionally-charged 
and controversial subject of paternity testing, 
including the status of the legislation that was 
proposed or enacted this legislative session.

Holly D. Friedman, The Friedman Law Firm, PLLC, 
Dallas, TX

Katherine A. Kinser, Kinser & Bates, L.L.P., Dallas, TX

1:30 p.m. .75 hr

International and Domestic Jurisdiction Issues
A discussion of the alphabet soup of jurisdiction 
statutes (UIFSA, UCCJEA, UCAPA, PKPA, 
FFCCSOA, ICARA) and their impact on your case.

Karl E. Hays, Law Offices of Karl E. Hays, Austin, TX
Janet McCullar Vavra, Law Office of Janet McCullar, PC, 

Austin, TX

2:15 p.m. .50 hr

Parent Coordination and Facilitation
Who qualifies as a parent coordinator? A parent 
facilitator? What are the differences and how do 
you know what you really need?

Christy Bradshaw Schmidt, Christy Bradshaw 
Schmidt, MA, LPC, Dallas, TX

Jody L. Johnson, Jody Lynn Johnson, P.C., Plano, TX

2:45 p.m. .75 hr

Is Your Client Urophobic, a Druggie or  
Just a Liar?
This presentation separates fact from fiction in the 
practical application of drug tests. Are you utilizing 
the latest testing methods? Probably not.

Miriam Ackels Claerhout, Ackels & Ackels, L.L.P., 
Dallas, TX

Hon. Scott A. Beauchamp, 301st District Court, 
Dallas, TX

Jim Turnage, Forensic DNA & Drug Testing Services, Inc., 
Dallas, TX

3:30 p.m. 1.00 hr

Associate Judges Panel

Moderator:
Chris Nickelson, Law Office of Gary L. Nickelson,  

Fort Worth, TX

Panelists:
Hon. Scott A. Beauchamp, 301st District Court,  

Dal las, TX
Hon. Nick A. Catoe Jr., Child Support Court,  

Bexar County District Court, San Antonio, TX
Hon. Richard Garcia (Invited), Children’s Court,  

Bexar County District Court, San Antonio, TX
Hon. Diane Haddock, 233rd District Court,  

Fort Worth, TX

4:30 p.m. Adjourn
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This course has been approved for Minimum Continuing Legal Education credit by  

the State Bar of Texas Committee on MCLE in the amount of 14.50 hours, of which  

2.50 credit hours will apply to legal ethics/professional responsibility credit.  

The University of Texas School of Law is a State Bar of California approved MCLE provider 

(#1944), and an Oklahoma Bar Association MCLE presumptively-approved provider (#169).

Legal Specialization Credit Approved for Family Law, Civil Trial Law,  
and Civil Appellate Law

LMFT (Provider #193), LPC (Provider #338), and LSW (Provider #4493)  
Continuing Education Credit Available 

17.00 hours of Texas CPE (Sponsor #250)

ACCREDITATION



KARL E. HAYS—CO-CHAIR* 
Law Offices of Karl E. Hays 
Austin, TX

HEATHER LEAH KING—CO-CHAIR* 
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Southlake, TX
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Dallas, TX
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Dallas, TX
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Dallas, TX
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Attorney at Law 
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KoonsFuller, P.C. 
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Dallas, TX

WENDY S. BURGOWER* 
Burgower & Rainwater, LLP 
Houston, TX
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Ausley, Algert, Robertson & Flores, LLP 
Austin, TX

HON. NICK A. CATOE JR. 
Child Support Court, Bexar County  
 District Court 
San Antonio, TX

R. SCOTT DOWNING* 
McCurley, Orsinger, McCurley, Nelson &  
 Downing, L.L.P. 
Dallas, TX
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Jenkins & Kamin, LLP 
Houston, TX

DIANA S. FRIEDMAN* 
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 District Court 
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San Antonio, TX
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Plano, TX
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Houston, TX

HOLLIS L. LEVY* 
The University of Texas School of Law 
Austin, TX

JEANA LUNGWITZ* 
Domestic Violence Clinic 
Austin, TX

ERIKA MARCOUX 
Austin Feel Better and One-Heart Vision 
Austin, TX

JACK W. MARR 
Marr Meier & Bradicich LLP 
Victoria, TX

JANET MCCULLAR VAVRA 
Law Office of Janet McCullar, PC 
Austin, TX

KATHRYN J. MURPHY* 
Goranson, Bain, Larsen, Greenwald,  
 Maultsby & Murphy, PLLC 
Plano, TX

HON. VICTOR H. NEGRÓN JR. 
438th District Court 
San Antonio, TX
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Law Office of Gary L. Nickelson 
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MICHELLE MAY O’NEIL 
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HON. ANDREA D. PLUMLEE 
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Dallas, TX

MICHAEL SEAN QUINN 
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McCurley, Orsinger, McCurley, Nelson &  
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Dallas, TX
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Texas RioGrande Legal Aid (TRLA) 
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CONFERENCE FACULTY AND PLANNING COMMITTEE

The Material of Fire, Not Fire Itself II,  

37” x 37”, gouache and recycled  

grocery bags, is by Philip Durst.  

For more information, visit  

www.philipdurst.com  or call 512-

474-6200.
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“Great variety within the 
spectrum of family law, and 

great amount of ethics.”

“All speakers were very 
good. The best part is its 

practical approach—the info 
and materials are  

very useful.”

“Great program!” 

“Good topics. Good  
speakers. Well done.”

“Excellent as usual!”

“All speakers were great 
and very knowledgeable.”

“This has been one of the 
best seminars I have  

attended in years—a great 
balance of topics, speakers 

and materials.”
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Printed Materials in Course Binder

Leading practitioners and academics 
provide the definitive set of materials. 

eBinder on CD 

Add the electronic version of the  
conference materials to your Course 
Registration or purchase of the Course 
Binder or Audio MP3 Speeches on CD 
or Audio CD Set for only $50. eBinders 
are distributed 3–5 weeks after the  
conference and include searchable ver-
sions of printed materials in PDF format. 

Audio MP3 Speeches on CD  
or Audio CD Set 

Listen to Family Law on the Front Lines 
on the go. Informative, topical and  
entertaining presentations recorded 
from UT Law’s other live CLE programs 
are also available. 

In-House CLE 

In-House CLE for two or more partici-
pants—as many as you want. Receive 
full MCLE credit. We’ll accredit the 
course for you* and provide one Audio 
CD Set plus a Course Binder for each 
participant. 

*Texas MCLE credit only.

MATERIALS, AUDIO AND 
IN-HOUSE CLE

Mail this registration form to: 
The University of Texas School of Law, Attn. CLE—FM11
P.O. Box 7759, Austin, TX 78713-7759 or fax a copy to: 512-475-6876 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Bar Card#  ❑ TX ❑ Other State:  ❑ N/A

Name [ Mr. / Ms. ] 

Firm 

Address 

City   State   Zip 

Telephone    Fax 

Registrant’s Email (required) 

Assistant’s Email (optional) 

Invoices, confirmations and receipts are emailed to these addresses.

REGISTRATION

Includes Course Binder, Thursday and Friday Luncheon Presentations, Free Parking and Free Wi-Fi

❑ Early Registration Fee due by Wednesday, June 8, 2011  .........................................................................$545

❑ Registration Fee after Wednesday, June 8, 2011 ...................................................................................$595

CONFERENCE PUBLICATIONS AND MEDIA 

Allow 3–5 weeks from the conference date for delivery.

❑ Course Binder WITHOUT Conference Registration ......................................................................................$225
Note: Conference Registration includes Course Binder.

❑ Audio MP3 Speeches on CD ....................................................................................................................................$130

❑ Audio CD Set ....................................................................................................................................................................$210

❑ eBinder on CD (PDF format) ........................................................................................................................... $225/$50
($225 purchased alone, $50 with Registration or purchase of Course Binder or Audio MP3 Speeches on CD or Audio CD Set)

IN-HOUSE CLE: Bring the conference in-house and learn at your convenience.

Allow 3–5 weeks from the conference date for delivery. Approved for Texas MCLE credit.

❑ In-House CLE for 2—Includes Audio CD Set and Course Binders .....................................................................$825

 Add participants (includes Course Binder) for $225 each ................................................................ $ 

 TOTAL ENCLOSED  ..................  $ 

METHOD OF PAYMENT

❑ Check (make checks payable to: The University of Texas at Austin)

❑ VISA or ❑ MasterCard (sorry, no AMEX or Discover)

Card number ����-����-����-����

X   ��/��
Authorized Signature Exp. Date (mm/yy)

Mail your registration to:
The University of Texas  

School of Law 
Attn. CLE—FM11 

P.O. Box 7759 
Austin, TX 78713-7759

Or fax to: 
512-475-6876

Or register online:
www.utcle.org

Questions? Call us at 512-475-6700 

HOW TO REGISTER REGISTRATION FOR FM11
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11TH ANNUAL 

FAMILY LAW ON THE FRONT LINES
June 16–17, 2011 �  AT&T Conference Center �  Austin, Texas

AUSTIN
June 16–17, 2011

CONFERENCE LOCATION
 

AT&T Conference Center
The University of Texas
1900 University Avenue

Austin, TX 78705
512-404-3600

Special Room Rate: $169
good through May 16, 2011

(subject to availability)

Self-Parking:  
Included in registration fee. Please bring your 

parking stub from any UT parking garage to the 
registration desk each day to exchange for a 

paid voucher.

KEY DATES

June 8, 2011, 5 p.m.
last day for early registration
add $50 for registrations 
received after this time

June 10, 2011, 5 p.m.
last day for full refund

June 13, 2011, 5 p.m.
last day for partial refund

$50 processing fee applied

June 16, 2011, 9 a.m.
conference begins

Don’t miss the 11th Biennial Family Law Legislative Update—the definitive  
post-legislative preview of new rules and key legislative developments  

for family law practitioners.

AUSTIN
June 15, 2011

AT&T Conference Center

HOUSTON
June 29, 2011

Norris Conference Center - CityCentre

DALLAS
June 30, 2011

Belo Mansion

FAMILY LAW LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

www.utcle.org/conferences/FL11  


