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50TH ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE ON IMMIGRATION AND NATIONALITY LAW 

October 29–30, 2026 ■ Austin Marriott South ■ Austin, Texas 
Earn up to 15.50 Hours of Credit Including 3.75 Hours of Ethics Credit 

Approved in TX, CA, OK, and PA (Hours Vary by State) 

Texas Legal Specialization Credit Approved for Immigration and Nationality Law 

Earn up to 18.60 Hours of TX Accounting CPE Credit 

Times listed are in Central Time 

Are you a 1st or 2nd year attorney? Attend 
most UT Law CLE conferences for just $195! 

Call 512.475.6700 to register. 

THURSDAY MORNING, OCT. 29, 2026 

Presiding Officer: 
Michelle L. Saenz-Rodriguez, Saenz-
Rodriguez & Associates, P.C., Dallas, TX 

7:30 a.m. Registration Opens 
Includes continental breakfast. 

8:20 a.m. Welcoming Remarks 

8:30 a.m. 1.00 hr | .25 hr ethics 

Shockwaves & Shifts: The Immigration 
Developments Reshaping Practice 
From sweeping policy changes and travel 
restrictions to adjudication pauses, enforcement 
initiatives, and challenges facing the legal 
profession, immigration practitioners are 
navigating a rapidly evolving landscape. This panel 
of national and local leaders examines the latest 
developments from Washington, analyze their 
impact on clients and practice management, and 
provide practical guidance for staying ahead of the 
next wave of change. 

Benjamin Johnson, American Immigration Lawyers 
Association, Washington, DC 

Michelle L. Saenz-Rodriguez, Saenz-Rodriguez & 
Associates, P.C., Dallas, TX 

Jacqueline L. Watson, Posada & Watson, PLLC, 
Austin, TX 

9:30 a.m. .75 hr 

State Executive Orders on Immigration 
Provide a history and overview of state immigration 
policy updates including the expansion of 
Operation Lone Star, 287(g) agreements that 
deputize law enforcement to act as ICE agents, and 
the implementation of SB 4 (2023), Texas’s state 
deportation law.r 

Kristin Etter, Texas Immigration Law Council, 
Austin, TX 

Priscilla Olivarez, Immigrant Legal Resource Center, 
San Antonio, TX 

10:15 a.m. 15-Minute Break 

10:30 a.m. 1.00 hr 

21 Point Mass Deportation Coalition Playbook 
of March 30, 2026: Today and Tomorrow 
Discuss administration advances from “Worst-of-
the-Worst to Phase II: Mass Deportations” and 
“Worksite enforcement is the most critical missing 
enforcement policy” including I-9 audits, IER’s 
protecting U.S. worker initiative, and erosion of 
legal immigration system facilitate the Playbook. 

Richard A. Gump Jr., Truett, Gump & Gavin Law 
Group, Dallas, TX 

George Rodriguez, Saenz-Rodriguez & Associates, 
P.C., Dallas, TX 

11:30 a.m. .50 hr ethics 

Ethics of AI in Immigration Practice 
Examine the ethical duties immigration lawyers 
must consider when using generative AI in 
client representation, including competence, 
confidentiality, supervision, candor, bias, and the 
avoidance of overreliance on AI-generated work. 
Hear practical guidance for safely integrating AI 
into immigration practice while complying with 
applicable rules of professional conduct. 

Gregory Siskind, Siskind Susser, PC/Visalaw.ai, 
Memphis, TN 

12:00 p.m. Pick up Lunch 
Included in registration. 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON 

Presiding Officer: 
Amelia Ruiz Fischer, Fischer & Fischer, 
Attorneys at Law, Nacogdoches, TX 

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION 

12:20 p.m. .75 hr 

50th Conference Anniversary Celebration: 
Retrospective Review of the Origins, 
Speakers & Topics 

Moderator: 
Paul Parsons, Paul Parsons, PC, Austin, TX 

Panelists: 
Charles C. Foster, Foster LLP, Houston, TX 
Jorge A. Gutierrez, Attorney at Law, Austin, TX 
Barbara Hines, (Retired) Immigration Clinic, The 

University of Texas School of Law, Austin, TX 

1:05 p.m. 15-Minute Break 

1:20 p.m. 1.00 hr | .25 hr ethics 

Analysis Paralysis: Bans, Pauses, Travel, 
Work Authorization, Status, and Shifting 
Adjudication Policies 
Advising clients on even basic issues involving 
travel, visa issuance, work authorization, lawful 
presence, authorized stay, grace periods, and 
adjudication standards has become increasingly 
difficult amid rapidly changing policies, presidential 
proclamations, executive orders, and agency 
memoranda. Attorneys must balance legal analysis 
with practical counseling strategies, including 
managing expectations in an ever-changing policy 
environment. This panel provides an overview of 
these issues and offer practical survival tips for 
advising clients and navigating uncertainty. 

Kathleen Campbell Walker, Dickinson Wright PLLC, 
El Paso, TX 

Miriam Garza-Lee, Chavez & Valko, LLP, 
Fort Worth, TX 

Avalyn C. Langemeier, Foster LLP, Houston, TX 

2:20 p.m. .75 hr 

Habeas in Texas I: The Beginning 
Discuss the nuts and bolts of filing habeas petitions 
for those who want to get in the game but aren’t 
sure where to start. 

Jonathan Levy, American Gateways, Austin, TX 
Javier N. Maldonado, Law Office of Javier N. 

Maldonado, PC, San Antonio, TX 

3:05 p.m. 10-Minute Break 

3:15 p.m. .75 hr 

Habeas in Texas II: The Legal Landscape 
Examine the evolving landscape of immigration 
habeas litigation in Texas, including substantive 
challenges to detention, procedural and 
constitutional due-process claims, and the use 
of class actions to address systemic detention 
practices. Discuss available remedies and strategic 
considerations in framing requests for release and 
other appropriate relief. 

Michelle L. Edstrom, Attorney at Law, 
Oklahoma City, OK 

Dan Gividen, Gividen Law, PLLC, Dallas, TX 
This course has been approved for Minimum Continuing 
Legal Education credit by the State Bar of Texas 
Committee on MCLE in the amount of 15.50 hours, of 
which 3.75 credit hours will apply to legal ethics/ 
professional responsibility credit. The University of Texas 
School of Law is a State Bar of California approved MCLE 
provider (#1944), and an Oklahoma Bar Association 
MCLE presumptively-approved provider (#169). 

M 
C 
L 
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4:00 p.m. .75 hr ethics 

Ethics of Complex Cases 
In a time of constant change in immigration law, 
practitioners must navigate evolving policies, 
court procedures, technology, and client needs 
while upholding their ethical obligations. Examine 
practical strategies for maintaining competence, 
exercising diligence, managing heavy caseloads, 
communicating clearly with clients, and using 
AI and other emerging technologies safely and 
ethically in immigration practice. 

Daniel Caudillo, Texas Tech School of Law, 
Lubbock, TX 

Craig Dobson, Dobson Law LLC, New York, NY 

4:45 p.m. .75 hr ethics 

The Science of Worker Wellness 
Mental health scholars and practitioners Dr. Josie 
Serrata and Dr. Laurie Cook Heffron will explore 
the science behind worker wellness, the impact of 
today’s increasingly complex environment, as well 
as individual and collective strategies for protecting 
immigration attorneys’ wellness. 

Laurie Cook Heffron, PhD, LMSW, St. Edward's 
University, Austin, TX 

Josephine Serrata, PhD, Prickly Pear Therapy and 
Training, Austin, TX 

5:30 p.m. Adjourn 

NETWORKING RECEPTION 

5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

Enjoy refreshments and a networking opportunity 
with colleagues, conference faculty, and planning 
committee members. 

FRIDAY MORNING, OCT. 30, 2026 

Presiding Officer: 
Jacqueline L. Watson, Posada & Watson, 
PLLC, Austin, TX 

8:00 a.m. Conference Room Opens 
Includes continental breakfast. 

8:30 a.m. 1.00 hr 

Case Law Update 
Precedential case law updates spanning 2025 
to 2026, with a focus on decisions positive for 
noncitizens where possible! Supreme Court 
updates, as well as interesting precedent from the 
Fifth Circuit, other Circuits, and BIA. Topics will 
include asylum, crimmigration, and more! 

Kevin A. Gregg, Kurzban Kurzban Tetzeli and Pratt 
P.A., San Diego, CA 

Jonathan Levy, American Gateways, Austin, TX 

9:30 a.m. 1.00 hr | .25 hr ethics 

AOS interviews for Everyone! 
Adjustment of Status interviews under the current 
administration now face increased scrutiny of 
eligibility, employment history, prior arrests, and 
humanitarian-based applications, including VAWA, 
SIJ, and U visa cases. This panel provides practical 
strategies for preparing clients, addressing 
Notices to Appear (NTAs), navigating ethical 
considerations, and effectively managing today’s 
heightened interview environment. 

Kelli Gavin, Truett, Gump & Gavin Law Group, 
Dallas, TX 

Melissa M. Lopez, Estrella del Paso, El Paso, TX 
Irene G. Mugambi, Law Office of Irene G. Mugambi 

P.C., Dallas, TX 

10:30 a.m. 15-Minute Break 

10:45 a.m. .75 hr 

No Hate on H-1Bs 
Explore the evolving H-1B landscape, including 
recent litigation developments surrounding the 
$100k fee, lessons learned from the new wage-
based registration process and LCA intersection, 
best practices using the new form I-129, and current 
trends for specialty occupation RFEs. 

Susan K. McConn, Troutman Pepper Locke, 
Houston, TX 

Stephanie Paver, Foster LLP, Austin, TX 

11:30 a.m. .75 hr 

Humanitarian-Based Work Authorization 
Updates 
An overview of the changes affecting EAD 
applications and EAD validity and offer best 
practices for how best to protect noncitizens' work 
authorization. 

Whitney Drake, American Gateways, Austin, TX 
Analí Looper, American Gateways, Waco, TX 

12:15 p.m. Pick up Lunch 
Included in registration. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, OCT. 30 

Presiding Officer: 
Edna Yang, American Gateways, 
Austin, TX

 LUNCHEON PRESENTATION 

12:35 p.m. .75 hr ethics 

Law Practice Managements: Making Fee 
Agreements Work for All Immigration Law 
Practices 
Discuss how to choose the right fee model for the 
case, the importance of putting it in writing, and 
ways to stay ethical and compliant. 

Dustin J. O'Quinn, Ballard Spahr LLP, Seattle, WA 
Hussein Sadruddin, Jaime Barron, P.C., Dallas, TX 

1:35 p.m. .75 hr 

Retaliatory Worksite Enforcement 
Discuss updates on current worksite enforcement 
activity and developments in the field, including 
current target locations, industries and employers. 
Provide an overview of ICE and HSI activity and 
strategies in a highly "targeted" state, Minnesota, 
and compare against activity in Texas, to provide 
best practices for preparing employer clients and 
their employees for inspections, home visits, and 
other interactions with ICE and FDNS officers. 

Maggie M. Murphy, Attorney at Law, Austin, TX 
Matthew Webster, Fredrikson, Minneapolis, MN 

2:20 p.m. .75 hr 

Are You or Aren’t You? Citizenship in the 
Present Era 
Under the current administration, US citizenship is 
no longer as secure as it used to be. Discuss the 
present state of play on naturalization requirements 
and procedures, risks in filing for naturalization, and 
the current focus on denaturalization, including a 
brief overview of the denaturalization process, 
defenses, and consequences. 

Edgar H. Holguin, Supervisory Assistant Federal 
Public Defender, El Paso, TX 

Kathrin S. Mautino, Kathrin S. Mautino APLC, San 
Diego, CA 

3:05 p.m. 10-Minute Break 

3:15 p.m. 1.00 hr 

Asylum and Pretermission in Court 
Winning fear-based relief on the merits in 
immigration court has always been challenging, but 
now many cases are not even decided on the merits. 
Discuss developing caselaw around the various 
forms of pretermission of asylum applications in 
immigration court, and strategies for overcoming 
threshold obstacles to asylum so that clients have a 
chance to present their substantive claim for relief. 

Denise L. Gilman, The University of Texas School of 
Law Immigration Clinic, Austin, TX 

Anna Roberson, Asylum Defense Project, 
San Antonio, TX 

4:15 p.m. .75 hr | .25 hr ethics 

Hot Topics for Everything "Border" 
Discuss current processing trends at the border for 
both visa applicants and unauthorized entrants. 
Separate myth from reality in terms of immigration 
enforcement and inspection. Talk through border 
wall and other border barriers, as well! 

Jodi M. Goodwin, Law Office of Jodi Goodwin, 
Harlingen, TX 

Melissa M. Lopez, Estrella del Paso, El Paso, TX 

5:00 p.m. Adjourn 

1:20 p.m. 15-Minute Break 
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CONFERENCE FACULTY AND PLANNING COMMITTEE 

MICHELLE L. SAENZ-RODRIGUEZ*—CO-CHAIR 
Saenz-Rodriguez & Associates, P.C. 
Dallas, TX 

JACQUELINE L. WATSON*—CO-CHAIR 
Posada & Watson, PLLC 
Austin, TX 

SIMON M. AZAR-FARR* 
Simon Azar-Farr & Associates 
San Antonio, TX 

KATHLEEN CAMPBELL WALKER* 
Dickinson Wright PLLC 
El Paso, TX 

DANIEL CAUDILLO 
Texas Tech School of Law 
Lubbock, TX 

NICOLAS CHAVEZ* 
Chavez & Valko, LLP 
Fort Worth, TX 

CRAIG DOBSON 
Dobson Law LLC 
New York, NY 

WHITNEY DRAKE 
American Gateways 
Austin, TX 

MICHELLE L. EDSTROM 
Attorney at Law 
Oklahoma City, OK 

KRISTIN ETTER 
Texas Immigration Law Council 
Austin, TX 

AMELIA RUIZ FISCHER* 
Fischer & Fischer, Attorneys at Law 
Nacogdoches, TX 

RICHARD S. FISCHER* 
Fischer & Fischer, Attorneys at Law 
Nacogdoches, TX 

CHARLES C. FOSTER 
Foster LLP 
Houston, TX 

MIRIAM GARZA-LEE 
Chavez & Valko, LLP 
Fort Worth, TX 

KELLI GAVIN 
Truett, Gump & Gavin Law Group 
Dallas, TX 

DENISE L. GILMAN 
The University of Texas School of Law
 Immigration Clinic 
Austin, TX 

DAN GIVIDEN 
Gividen Law PLLC 
Dallas, TX 

JODI M. GOODWIN* 
Law Office of Jodi Goodwin 
Harlingen, TX 

KEVIN A. GREGG 
Kurzban Kurzban Tetzeli and Pratt P.A. 
San Diego, CA 

RICHARD A. GUMP JR.* 
Truett, Gump & Gavin Law Group 
Dallas, TX 

MONA GUPTA* 
Gupta & Wiora, P.C. 
Addison, TX 

JORGE A. GUTIERREZ 
Attorney at Law 
Austin, TX 

LAURIE COOK HEFFRON, PhD, LMSW 
St. Edward's University 
Austin, TX 

BARBARA HINES 
(Retired) Immigration Clinic, The University of Texas 
School of Law 
Austin, TX 

EDGAR H. HOLGUIN 
Supervisory Assistant Federal Public Defender 
El Paso, TX 

BENJAMIN JOHNSON 
American Immigration Lawyers Association 
Washington, DC 

AVALYN C. LANGEMEIER 
Foster LLP 
Houston, TX 

JONATHAN LEVY 
American Gateways 
Austin, TX 

ANALÍ LOOPER 
American Gateways 
Waco, TX 

MELISSA M. LOPEZ 
Estrella del Paso 
El Paso, TX 

JAVIER N. MALDONADO 
Law Office of Javier N. Maldonado, PC 
San Antonio, TX 

KATHRIN S. MAUTINO 
Kathrin S. Mautino APLC 
San Diego, CA 

SUSAN K. McCONN 
Troutman Pepper Locke 
Houston, TX 

IRENE G. MUGAMBI* 
Law Office of Irene G. Mugambi P.C. 
Dallas, TX 

MAGGIE M. MURPHY* 
Attorney at Law 
Austin, TX 

PRISCILLA OLIVAREZ 
Immigrant Legal Resource Center 
San Antonio, TX 

DUSTIN J. O'QUINN 
Ballard Spahr LLP 
Seattle, WA 

PAUL PARSONS* 
Paul Parsons, PC 
Austin, TX 

STEPHANIE PAVER 
Foster LLP 
Austin, TX 

ANNA ROBERSON 
Asylum Defense Project 
San Antonio, TX 

GEORGE RODRIGUEZ* 
Saenz-Rodriguez & Associates, P.C. 
Dallas, TX 

HUSSEIN SADRUDDIN 
Jaime Barron, P.C. 
Dallas, TX 

ERICA B. SCHOMMER* 
St. Mary's University School of Law 
San Antonio, TX 

JOSEPHINE SERRATA, PhD 
Prickly Pear Therapy and Training 
Austin, TX 

GREGORY SISKIND 
Siskind Susser, PC/Visalaw.ai 
Memphis, TN 

MATTHEW WEBSTER 
Fredrikson 
Minneapolis, MN 

PETER D. WILLIAMSON* 
Chamberlain Hrdlicka 
Houston, TX 

EDNA YANG* 
American Gateways 
Austin, TX 

*Planning Committee member 
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REGISTRATION FORM HOW TO REGISTER 

Online: 
utcle.org/conferences/IM26/signup 

Mail: 
The University of Texas 

School of Law 
ATTN: CLE 

727 E Dean Keeton St 
Austin, TX 78705 

Fax: 
512.475.6876 

Questions? 
512.475.6700 or service@utcle.org 

If you have dietary requirements or would 
like to request accommodations under the 
ADA, please contact Customer Service at 

512.475.6700 or service@utcle.org at least 10 
days prior to the conference. 

REGISTRATION BENEFITS 

Comprehensive Course Materials: Access 

course materials in "Your Briefcase" 

approximately 48 hours before the live event, 

and enjoy unlimited access to the final, 

complete course materials – downloadable 

PDFs of papers and slides. 

Accredited eConference: Complimentary 

access to the eConference – with papers, 

slides, and video – accredited for one year in 

both TX and CA are available in "Your 

Briefcase" 6–8 weeks after the event. 

TX MCLE Credit Reporting: UT Law CLE 

can report credit on your behalf directly to the 

State Bar of Texas. Track the Texas MCLE 

credit reported on your behalf at "Your 

Account" after you’ve logged in at utcle.org. 

TROUBLE LOGGING IN? 

A UT Law CLE account is created for 

conference attendees and product customers 

with information provided on the order form. 

An email address will serve as the User Name. 

Forget Your Password or Need it Reset? 
Just select “Forgot Password” under “Sign In 

or Join” at utcle.org. 

Still Need Assistance? Contact customer 

service at 512.475.6700 or service@utcle.org 

during business hours. 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY IM26 

Bar Card # ❑ TX ❑ Other State: ❑ N/A 

Name [ Mr. / Ms. ] 

Firm 

Address 

City State Zip 

Telephone  Fax 

Registrant’s Email (required) 

Assistant’s Email (optional) 
Invoices, confirmations, and receipts are emailed to these addresses. 

EVENT REGISTRATION 
Includes Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) in "Your Briefcase." Special group registration rates available. Call 
512.475.6700. 

❑ Live, In-Person Event Registration  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $645 | $745 after October 15 

❑ Live Webcast Registration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $745 

Printed and Shipped Binder with Registration (Shipping Included) – Available for order through 
Friday, October 30, 2026 
Please note that the printed binder will arrive 2–3 weeks after the conclusion of the live event. Delivery to P.O. boxes is not 
permitted. Binders will not be distributed on-site. 

❑ Printed and Shipped Course Binder  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $102.84 ($95*) 

Webcast Add-on 
Register for the in-person conference and add on the webcast format for attendance flexibility. 

❑ Webcast Add-on  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100 

TOTAL EVENT REGISTRATION $ 

FIRST AND SECOND YEAR ATTORNEYS MAY ATTEND FOR JUST $195! CALL 512.475.6700 TO REGISTER. 

POST-CONFERENCE PRODUCTS 

eConference – For Texas and California MCLE Credit 
Includes Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) and program video/audio. Available 6-8 weeks after live event. Hours may 
vary depending on actual event runtime and approved content. 

❑ Individual eConference . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $745 

Post-Course Binder – For Research and Self-Study 
Comprehensive binder with papers and slides, available for delivery 4–6 weeks after live event. 

❑ Electronic Post-Course Download (PDF) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $319.34 ($295*) 

❑ Printed Post-Course Binder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $373.46 ($345*) 

TOTAL POST-CONFERENCE PRODUCTS $ 

METHOD OF PAYMENT 

❑ Check (make check payable to The University of Texas at Austin) 

❑ VISA ❑ MasterCard ❑ American Express ❑ P.O. (include a copy of the purchase order upon submission) 

Card / P.O. # CVV # Exp. Date /
(mm/yy) 

Authorized Signature 

* Tax-exempt rate for, e.g., government employees and nonprofits. Include a Texas Sales and Use Tax 
Exemption Certificate with order. 

■phone 512.475.6700  utcle.org/conferences/IM26/signup ■ fax 512.475.6876 

https://utcle.org/conferences/IM26/signup
mailto:service@utcle.org
https://utcle.org
https://utcle.org
mailto:service@utcle.org
mailto:service@utcle.org
https://utcle.org/conferences/IM26/signup
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AUSTIN 
October 29–30, 2026 

CONFERENCE LOCATION 

Austin Marriott South 
4415 S. Interstate 35 

Austin, TX 78744 
512.441.7900 (reservations) 

Special Room Rate: $184 
good through October 8 

reference “Immigration Law Conference” 
(subject to availability) 

Parking: 
Complimentary Garage and 

ground level parking. 

REASONS TO ATTEND THE 50TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

For 50 years, this premier conference has brought 
together practitioners at every stage of their careers 
to learn from nationally recognized immigration law 
experts, exchange ideas, and navigate an ever-changing 
legal and political landscape. This anniversary year is 
both a celebration of our legacy and a look ahead to the 
future of immigration practice. 

The two-day program delivers: 

• In-depth discussions on today’s most pressing 
immigration issues 

• Practical tools, strategies, and guidance for key 
decision points 

• Insights designed to strengthen advocacy while protecting you and your practice 

Join us as we honor 50 years of impact and gain fresh perspectives to help you continue 
delivering outstanding representation to your clients. 

KEY DATES 

October 15, 2026 
Last day for regular registration rates 

October 23, 2026 
Last day for full refund cancellation 

October 26, 2026 
Last day for partial refund cancellation 

$50 processing fee applied 

October 29, 8:20 a.m., CT 
Conference begins 

October 29, 2026 
Last day to order a printed and shipped course binder 

with in-person or webcast conference registration. 

For more information regarding refunds, 
complaints, and/or program cancellation policies 
please contact Customer Service at 512.475.6700. 

UT Law CLE is committed to 
Practice Excellence. 
We are here to support our community. Information and 
updates regarding our in-person conferences and live webcasts 
will be posted at utcle.org. 

In addition, we continue to offer multiple educational 
opportunities online—both live and on-demand—by 
bringing practitioners together virtually. We are 
fortunate to serve so many of you who strive for 
excellence in the practice of law. 

https://utcle.org
mailto:service@utcle.org
https://utcle.org
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