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LAND USE CONFERENCE
The premier land use conference in Texas—a must for planners, developers, attorneys, 

public officials, surveyors, engineers, and other real estate professionals. 
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2009 Land Use Boot Camp
Perfect for planners, surveyors, engineers, public officials and the occasional real estate practitioner 

March  25 , 2009  •  R ad i s son  Aus t in  Nor th  •  Aus t in , Texa s

Earn up to 4.25 Hours of Credit

LAND USE BOOT CAMP*

*Optional Boot Camp
Separate registration required. 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, MARCH 25, 2009

Presiding Officer: 
Terrence S. Welch, Richardson, TX 

12:00 p.m.	 Registration Opens for 

Land Use Boot Camp
Includes complimentary refreshments.

1:00 p.m.	 .50 hr

How Can They (or We) Do That?: 
Understanding the Constraints on Land Use 
Regulators
Th is  sess ion covers  bas ic concepts  such 
as pol ice power,  due process ,  tak ings and 
vested r ights .  An ideal  overv iew of  the un-
der ly ing author i ty  and l imits  on local  gov-
ernmental  ent i t ies  to contro l  land devel -
opment through comprehens ive planning, 
zoning,  p latt ing,  etc.  Su i table for  lawyers 
and non- lawyers .

Dorothy Palumbo, Highland Village, TX

1:30 p.m.	 .50 hr

Comprehensive Planning in Texas
Th i s  sess ion addresses  the ro le  and use of 
comprehens ive p lans  in  Texas .  Why are 
they used? What  shou ld they cover? And 
what  types  of  p lans  are avai lab le? Exam-
ples  of  wel l -des igned p lans  in  Texas  are 
a l so  d i scussed.

Terrence S. Welch, Richardson, TX

2:00 p.m.	 .75 hr

Platting Basics
An overview of platting basics including what 
an ordinance can (and should) say, recom-
mended procedures, county authority, and 
more.

William S. Dahlstrom, Dallas, TX
Craig Farmer, Lubbock, TX

2:45 p.m.	 Break

3:00 p.m.	 1.00 hr

Zoning Fundamentals:
The Law, The Players and The Procedures
The Texas Zoning Enabling Act, the “players” in 
the zoning game, critical zoning procedures, 
legal constraints, etc. This session is suitable for 
lawyers and non-lawyers.

E. Allen Taylor, Fort Worth, TX

4:00 p.m.	 .50 hr

Enforcement Options for Ordinance and 
Code Violations
A survey of the enforcement options available 
for zoning and code violations, including criminal 
proceedings (municipal court), civil proceed-
ings (injunctions, civil penalties, etc.), adminis-
trative proceedings and nuisance abatement 
(including the imposition of liens). The session 
also covers the effect of zoning appeals on en-
forcement and the ability of private parties to 
bring enforcement actions.

Roxann Pais, Dallas, TX

4:30 p.m.	 .50 hr

A Primer on Economic Development 
Incentives
An overview of the toolbox of development in-
centives available in Texas, including how such 
incentives can best be combined to enhance 
their effectiveness.

Peter G. Smith, Dallas, TX

5:00 p.m.	 .50 hr

Boot Camp Q&A
An opportunity for audience members to pose 
quest ions to speakers and hear discuss ion 
relating to topics covered during the day.

E. Allen Taylor, Fort Worth, TX
Terrence S. Welch, Richardson, TX
Reid Wilson, Houston, TX
Peter G. Smith, Dallas, TX
Dorothy Palumbo, Highland Village, TX
William S. Dahlstrom, Dallas, TX
Roxann Pais, Dallas, TX

5:30 p.m.	 Adjourn

Boot Camp Bonus Materials
Annexation Fundamentals

2008 paper and presentation on CD

Scott Houston, Austin, TX

LAND USE CONFERENCE

THURSDAY MORNING, MARCH 26, 2009

Presiding Officer: Reid Wilson, Houston, TX

8:00 a.m.	 Registration Opens

Includes continental breakfast.

8:50 a.m.	 Welcoming Remarks

9:00 a.m.	 .75 hr

Fear Factor: Financial Market and Real 
Estate Development 2009—Where Are We 
and What’s Ahead?
Is the Texas real estate market following the rest 
of the country... down the tubes?

Jay C. Hartzell, Real Estate Finance and 
Investment Center, McCombs School of 
Business, Austin, TX

9:45 a.m.	 1.00 hr

Developers’ Perspective in Tough Times
Developers discuss and share their pain and busi-
ness processes on how they analyze and choose to 
move ahead on projects, including market analy-
sis, financing constraints, building costs and regu-
latory costs, burdens and incentives. The session 
closes with a discussion and commentary on what 
developers would like to see from municipal and 
county officials to make development happen.

Moderator: Reid Wilson, Houston, TX
Terry E. Mitchell, Austin, TX
David Palmer, Houston, TX
Michael Van, Sugar Land, TX

10:45 a.m.	 Break

11:00 a.m.	 1.00 hr

Empty Spaces: Municipal Options to Refill, 
Recycle and Redevelop
This session explores municipal options and ap-
proaches to manage, refill, recycle and rede-
velop empty or abandoned properties. Code 
enforcement, re-zoning and special incentives, 
public/private collaboration, etc. are discussed.

Moderator: Peter G. Smith, Nichols, Jackson, 
Dillard, Hager & Smith L.L.P., Dallas, TX

Marlene Gafrick, City of Houston Planning 
Department, Houston, TX

Patrick Howard, Department of Planning and 
Development Services, San Antonio, TX

Fernando Costa, City of Fort Worth, 
Fort Worth, TX

Theresa O’Donnell, City of Dallas, Dallas, TX



THURSDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer: Veronica Rivera, Austin, TX

Luncheon Presentation

12:00 p.m.	 Pick up Box Lunch
Included in conference registration fee.

12:15 p.m.	 .75 hr

A Better Way to Zone
An analysis of the politics, economics, law and 
process of land development and zoning in 
America today.

Donald L. Elliott, Denver, CO

1:00 p.m.	 Break

1:15 p.m	 .75 hr

Land Use Regulations Outside the City...
in the ETJ and Beyond
What activities can cities regulate? What can 
counties do? How do you deal with overlaps?

Moderator: Hon. Penelope Graves 
Redington, Austin, TX
James P. Allison, Austin, TX
Stephan L. Sheets, Round Rock, TX

2:00 p.m.	 .50 hr

MUDs and SUDs and Other Water Critters
A primer on financing water, sewer and drain-
age facil it ies, including the developer’s role, 
city powers, CCNs and Federal preemption 
issues.

Julie Y. Fort, Frisco, TX
Misty M. Ventura, Dallas, TX

2:30 p.m.	 .75 hr

Vested Rights: A Practical Toolkit on How 
Best to Present and Respond to Claims
This session covers best practices and ap-
proaches for applicants presenting vested 
rights claims and for municipalities responding 
to these claims. Model ordinances, regulatory 
approaches and best practices in administra-
tive proceedings are covered. This is a practi-
cal, non-ideological presentation suitable for 
lawyers and non-lawyers.

S. Mark White, Lee’s Summit, MO
Dwight A. Shupe, Fort Worth, TX

3:15 p.m.	 Break

3:30 p.m.	 .33 hr

Regulat ing S igns  Wi thout  Reading 
Them
The F i rst  Amendment is  v iolated when gov-
ernment regulates speech, including s ig-
nage, based on the content of the message 
instead of reasonably restr ict ing the t ime, 
place and manner of such speech. This  ses-
s ion reviews the U.S.  Supreme Court jur ispru-
dence prohibit ing content-based s ign regu-
lat ions and the case of RTM Media LLC v. 
The City of Houston  recently i ssued by the 
United States Dist r ict Court for the Southern 
Dist r ict of Texas on the topic. Addit ional ly, 
the Texas Supreme Court has granted a pe-
t i t ion to review the case of State of Texas 
v.  Central  Expressway Sign Associates,  et al . 
regarding the compensabi l i ty of bi l lboards 
in eminent domain.

Richard L. Rothfelder, Houston, TX

3:50 p.m.                1.00 hr including .33 hr ethics

How to Run Bulletproof and Ef fective 
Meetings and Contested Hearings—Including 
Related Ethical Issues
Th i s  ses s ion  opens  by  h igh l ight ing  the 
key  p rocedures  that  mus t  be  fo l lowed to 
schedu le  and run  ad jud icat ive  hear ing 
and leg i s la t i ve  meet ings ,  inc lud ing  t ips 
on  how to  e f fect ive ly  manage the  p rocess 
and avo id  mi s takes .  Th i s  ses s ion  cont inues 
w i th  a  d i scus s ion  on  techn iques  and s t ra t -
eg ies  that  can be used to  max im i ze  s take-
ho lder  input  and inc rease  the  l i ke l ihood 
of  ach iev ing  subs tant ive  resu l t s .  E th ica l 
i s sues  and re la ted exhaus t ion  i s sues  a re 
d i scus sed.

E. Allen Taylor, Fort Worth, TX
Commentator: James L. Dougherty, Houston, TX

4:50 p.m.	 .50 hr

I t  Never Hurts to Ask (Or Does I t?): 
Outrageous Land Use Requests
A fun, entertaining and educational look at true 
stories about land use requests.

Charles F. McNabb, El Paso, TX

5:20 p.m.	 Adjourn

FRIDAY MORNING, MARCH 27, 2009

Presiding Officer: James L. Dougherty, Houston, TX

8:00 a.m.	 .75 hr

Breakfast Break-out Sessions
Included in conference registration. One-on-one 
discussions on current issues on topics important 
to you and your clients.

High Tech Zoning: Antennas, Towers & Telecom
Deborah F. McAbee, Houston, TX

Impact Fees - What’s New?
Julian Andrew Grant, Austin, TX
Dorothy Palumbo, Highland Village, TX

No Religion Please. We’re Planners
Ryan Scott Henry, San Antonio, TX

Off-Street Parking: How Much is Enough?
Mary Lou Henry, Houston, TX

Small Town Land Use Challenges
Arthur Pertile, Houston, TX

So My Boundaries Don’t Close. 
Is that a Problem?
Patty Akers, Austin, TX

ETJ and Annexation Workshop: 
Q&A with an Expert
Robert F. Brown, Richardson, TX

8:45 a.m.	 Break

9:00 a.m.	 .67 hr

The Appeal of Comprehensive Form-Based 
Zoning in Troubled Times
What has the last year brought in new ideas and 
implications of form-based zoning? A discussion 
of the role and goals of form-based zoning with 
examples of effective use to achieve mixed-use 
development in troubled times, in combination 
with other planning tools.

Scott Polikov, Fort Worth, TX

9:40 a.m.	 .75 hr

Zoning for Transit: Do’s and Don’ts
Best practices near transit facilities.

William S. Dahlstrom, Dallas, TX
Jack Wierzenski, Dallas, TX
Dana Burghdoff, Fort Worth, TX

10:25 a.m.	 .67 hr

Clean Up that Plat!
Experts discuss the proliferation of “plat notes” 
and other gobbledygook on plats, and suggest 
a return to the roots of platting with plain English 
dedication form and related notions.

James L. Dougherty, Houston, TX
Reid Wilson, Houston, TX

13th Annual Land Use conference
March  26-27 , 2009  •  R ad i s son  Aus t in  Nor th  •  Aus t in , Texa s

Earn up to 14.00 Hours of Credit 

Including 2.00 Hours of Ethics Credit



METHOD OF PAYMENT
 Check (make checks payable to: The University of Texas at Austin)

 VISA	 or	   Mastercard	 (sorry, no AMEX or Discover)

Card #   - - -
X     /
Authorized Signature	 Exp. Date (mm/yy)

TOTAL ENCLOSED  $ 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Bar Card#     TX       Other State:          N/A

Name [ Mr. / Ms. ]  

Firm  

Address  

City    State    Zip  

Telephone    Fax  

Registrant’s Email (required)  

Invoices, confirmations and receipts are emailed to these addresses.

R E G I S T R A T I O N  F O R  L B 0 9 / L D 0 9

Mail this registration form to: 
The University of Texas School of Law, Attn. LB09/LD09
P.O. Box 7759, Austin, TX 78713-7759 or fax a copy to: (512) 475-6876
Online registration available at www.utcle.org

CONFERENCE PUBLICATIONS AND MEDIA 
Allow 2–4 weeks from the conference date for delivery.

 Course Binder Without Conference Registration    $225.00
Note: Conference registration includes Course Binder.

 Audio CD Set    $175.00

 eBinder on CD (PDF format)     $225.00/$50.00
($225 purchased alone, $50 with registration or purchase of Course Binder or Audio CD Set)

IN-HOUSE CLE: Bring the conference in-house and learn at your convenience .
Allow 2–4 weeks from the conference date for delivery.

  In-House CLE for 2—Includes Audio CD Set and  Course Binder    $750.00

            Add  participants (includes  Course Binder) for $225 each     $ 

REGISTRATION: 

BOOT CAMP, March 25, 2009: 
Includes Course Binder

 Early Registration Fee due by Wednesday, March 18, 2009     $100.00

 Registration Fee after Wednesday, March 18, 2009     $125.00

LAND USE CONFERENCE, March 26-27, 2009: 
Includes Course Binder and Thursday/Friday Box Luncheon Presentations

 Early Registration Fee due by Wednesday, March 18, 2009     $450.00

 Registration Fee after Wednesday, March 18, 2009     $500.00

SAVE $50—BOOT CAMP AND CONFERENCE, March 25-27, 2009 

 Early Registration Fee due by Wednesday, March 18, 2009     $500.00

 Registration Fee after Wednesday, March 18, 2009     $575.00

11:05 a.m.	 Break

11:20 a.m.	 .50 hr

Ripe and Exhausted: Current Trends in 
Land Use Case Law
A summary of the hoops a development permit 
applicant needs to jump through in order to file 
suit against a governmental entity.

Arthur J. Anderson, Dallas, TX

11:50 a.m.	 .50 hr

Green Developing: What’s Happening?
Newest LEED, Green Globes and EnergyStar 
programs for green bui ldings;  ANSI,  ASHRAE 
and tradit ional bui lding codes; green 
neighborhood design and platt ing.

Brian M. Malarkey, Houston, TX

FRIDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer:
William E. (Ed) Walts, Austin, TX

12:20 p.m.	 .25 hr

Land Use: Legislative Update
What’s filed? What might pass?

Dorothy Palumbo, Highland Village, TX

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

12:35 p.m.	 Pick up Box Lunch

Included in conference registration fee

12:50 p.m.	 1.00 hr ethics

The Big Deal: Ethics of Negotiations 
Involving Economic Development
A discussion of ethical pitfalls, problem areas, 
conflict and confidentiality issues, and recom-
mended approaches to negotiating economic 
development deals involving governmental en-
tities, large out-of-state companies, investors, 
landowners and locals.

Ross Fischer, Seguin, TX

1:50 p.m.	 Break

Land Use Regulation of Local 
Drilling Activities and Pipelines

2:05 p.m.	 .67 hr

Oil and Gas Exploration and Drilling: “Drill, 
Baby Drill” vs. “Get that Rig Out of My Yard”
A discussion and analysis of current trends in 
municipal regulation and drilling activity, in-
cluding the role of the railroad commission and 
preemption.

Jim Blackwell, Marble Falls, TX
Charles E. Zech, San Antonio, TX

2:45 p.m.	 .33 hr

Regulation of Pipelines
What can local jur isdictions do to regulate 
pipel ines: a look at federal preemption is-
sues and options available to control,  l imit 
or prevent bui ld-out.

William G. Owens, Austin, TX

3:05 p.m.	 .75 hr ethics

Advising Businesses and Government 
in a Troubled Economy: Ethical Policies, 
Procedures and Behavior

William J. Chriss, Austin, TX

3:50 p.m.	 Adjourn
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JAMES L. DOUGHERTY—CO-CHAIR*
Attorney at Law
Houston, TX

REID WILSON—CO-CHAIR*
Wilson, Cribbs & Goren, P.C.
Houston, TX

PATTY AKERS
Bickerstaff Heath Delgado Acosta
Austin, TX

JAMES P. ALLISON
Allison Bass & Associates
Austin, TX

ARTHUR J. ANDERSON*
Winstead PC
Dallas, TX

JIM BLACKWELL
Blackwell Environmental, LLC
Marble Falls, TX

ROBERT F. BROWN*
Brown & Hofmeister, L.L.P.
Richardson, TX

DANA BURGHDOFF
City of Fort Worth
Fort Worth, TX

PETER CESARO*
Graves, Dougherty, Hearon & Moody, P.C.
Austin, TX

WILLIAM J.CHRISS
Texas Center for Legal Ethics 
and Professionalism
Austin, TX

KIRK D. CLENNAN*
City of Leander
Leander, TX

DAVID Z. CONOLY*
David Z. Conoly, P.C.
Corpus Christi, TX

FERNANDO COSTA
City of Fort Worth
Fort Worth, TX

WILLIAM S. DAHLSTROM*
Jackson Walker, L.L.P.
Dallas, TX

WILLIAM D. DARLING*
Strasburger & Price, LLP
Austin, TX

DONALD L. ELLIOTT
Clarion Associates
Denver, CO

MICHAEL J. ESPOSITO*
The University of Texas School of Law
Austin, TX

CRAIG FARMER
Freese and Nichols, Inc.
Lubbock, TX

ROSS FISCHER
City of Seguin
Seguin, TX

JULIE Y. FORT*
Strasburger & Price, LLP
Frisco, TX

MARLENE GAFRICK
City of Houston Planning Department
Houston, TX

JULIAN ANDREW GRANT
Office of the  Attorney General
Austin, TX

DAVID HARTMAN*
Smith, Robertson, Elliott, Glen, 
Klein & Bell, L.L.P.
Austin, TX

JAY C. HARTZELL
Real Estate Finance and Investment Center, 
McCombs School of Business
Austin, TX

MARY LOU HENRY
T.B.G./Vernon Henry & Associates
Houston, TX

RYAN SCOTT HENRY
Denton, Navarro, Rocha & Bernal, P.C.
San Antonio, TX

SCOTT N. HOUSTON*
Texas Municipal League
Austin, TX

PATRICK HOWARD
Department of Planning and Development 
Services
San Antonio, TX

BRIAN M. MALARKEY
Kirksey
Houston, TX

DEBORAH F. MCABEE*
City of Houston Legal Department
Houston, TX

CHARLes F. MCNABB
City Attorney’s Office
El Paso, TX

KIMBERLEY MICKELSON*
Law Office of Kimberley Mickelson, PC
Houston, TX

TERRY E. MITCHELL
Momark Development LLC
Austin, TX

JAMES M. NIAS*
Jackson Walker, L.L.P.
Austin, TX

THERESA O’DONNELL
City of Dallas
Dallas, TX

WILLIAM G. OWENS
Hays & Owens LLP
Austin, TX

ROXANN PAIS
City Attorney’s Office
Dallas, TX

DAVID PALMER
Rimkus Consulting
Houston, TX

DOROTHY PALUMBO*
City of Highland Village
Highland Village, TX

ARTHUR PERTILE
Olson & Olson, L.L.P
Houston, TX

SCOTT POLIKOV*
Gateway Planning Group, Inc.
Fort Worth, TX

ROSS M. RATHGEBER*
Southwest Constructors, Inc.
Austin, TX

HON. PENELOPE GRAVES REDINGTON*
Texas Association of Regional Councils
Austin, TX

VERONICA RIVERA*
Akers & Boulware-Wells
Austin, TX

SUSAN C. ROCHA*
Denton, Navarro, Rocha & Bernal, P.C.
San Antonio, TX

RICHARD L. ROTHFELDER
Rothfelder & Falick LLP
Houston, TX

STEPHAN L. SHEETS
Sheets & Crossfield
Round Rock, TX

DWIGHT A. SHUPE
K&L Gates LLP
Fort Worth, TX

PETER G. SMITH*
Nichols, Jackson, Dillard, Hager & Smith L.L.P.
Dallas, TX

E. ALLEN TAYLOR
Taylor, Olson, Adkins, Sralla & Elam, L.L.P.
Fort Worth, TX

MICHAEL VAN
Terramark
Sugar Land, TX

MISTY M. VENTURA
K&L Gates LLP
Dallas, TX

WILLIAM E. (ED) WALTS*
The University of Texas System
Austin, TX

TERRENCE S. WELCH*
Brown & Hofmeister, L.L.P.
Richardson, TX

S. MARK WHITE
White & Smith, LLC
Lee’s Summit, MO

JACK WIERZENSKI
Dallas Area Rapid Transit
Dallas, TX

CHARLES E. ZECH*
Denton, Navarro, Rocha & Bernal, P.C.
San Antonio, TX

*planning committee member

C onference          Faculty       and    P lanning        C ommittee      

A B O U T  T H E  C O V E R

“Double Track”, collage 

on board, 15” x 20 ¾”, 

is by Lance Letscher. 

For more information, visit 

www.dbermangallery.com

This course has been approved 

for Minimum Continuing Legal 

Education credit by the State 

Bar of Texas Committee on 

MCLE in the amount of 4.25 
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M C L E
B o o t  C a m p

This course has been approved 
for Minimum Continuing Legal 
Education credit by the State 
Bar of Texas Committee on 
MCLE in the amount of 14.00 
hours, of which 2.00 credit 
hours will apply to the legal 
ethics/professional responsibil-
ity credit. The University of Tex-
as School of Law is a State Bar 
of California approved MCLE 
provider (#1944).
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UTCLE 2009 
LAND USE CONFERENCE

March 25*, 26-27, 2009 • Radisson Austin North • Austin, Texas
*Optional Wednesday Land Use Boot Camp

AUSTIN
March 25*, 26-27, 2009
CONFERENCE LOCATION

Radisson Austin North
6000 Middle Fiskville Road

Austin, TX  78752
512-451-5757

SPECIAL ROOM RATE $99
good through March 10, 2009

(subject to availability)

Parking: complimentary self-parking 
(subject to change) 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

KEY DATES
Registration & Cancellation

March 18, 2009—5 p.m.
last day for early registration

add $50 for registrations
received after this time

March 20, 2009—5 p.m.
last day for full refund

March 23, 2009—5 p.m.
last day for partial refunds

$50 processing fee applied

March 25, 2009—1 p.m.
optional Wed. Boot Camp begins

March 26, 2009—9 a.m.
Land Use Conference begins

Subscribe to the UTCLE eLibrary
Cutting-edge research at your fingertips—papers, PPTs and podcasts.

FREE SEARCHES AND PREVIEWS—TRY IT TODAY!

Save time, stay current, and work more productively with a subscription to the UTCLE eLibrary.
Emerging practice areas, the latest drafting tips, planning techniques, litigation strategies, and 
case law updates—it’s all here for you—in print and audio. The eLibrary includes resources from 
over forty practice areas, including real estate, partnerships, employment law, estate planning, 
bankruptcy, patent law, energy, insurance, family law . . . and much more.  

 

n  �Easy Search of the Best Articles and Resources
Superb resources at your fingertips, with lightning-fast searches by keyword, author,  or 
conference name. Filter your search by a date range or practice area, and get relevant 
results within seconds.

 

n  Audio-to-Go Files (Podcasts)
Listen on your iPod: The eLibrary includes related audio files for most papers that are 
easily saved to your computer, your iPod, or MP3 player. Read the article and listen to 
the presentation at your computer, or on the go!

 

n  eLibrary Briefcase
Easily access and organize all your materials in your eLibrary briefcase, at your UTCLE 
member account page. View, download, add, or delete materials in your briefcase at 
anytime.

 

ONE-YEAR SUBSCRIPTION FOR $295
Get unlimited access to eLibrary materials and podcasts through your eLibrary subscription.

 
Your one-year subscription provides access to all the materials in the eLibrary—papers, PPTs, 
and podcasts. Search and download them whenever, wherever, and as often as you want!

 
UTCLE eLibrary—leading professional resources at your fingertips!

www.utcle.org


