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Earn up to 7.50 Hours of Credit  Including 1.00 Hour of Ethics Credit

FRIDAY MORNING

Presiding Officer: 
Roderick E. Wetsel, Sweetwater

8:00 a.m. Registration Opens

Includes continental breakfast.

8:30 a.m. Welcoming Remarks

8:45 a.m. 1.00 hr

Case Law Update
A review of recent decisions dealing with oil and gas 

leases, royalties, mineral conveyances, joint operat-

ing agreements, state regulation, and related topics.

Prof. Ernest E. Smith, Austin

9:45 a.m. .50 hr

AMI Agreements
A review of Texas jurisprudence on the construction 

and enforcement of AMI agreements, and an exami-

nation of problems arising from the existence of AMI 

agreements that have not yet been addressed by 

the courts.  Practical defensive drafting guide for the 

preparation of AMI agreements.

Allen D. Cummings, Houston

10:15 a.m. Break

10:25 a.m. .50 hr

Recent Developments in the Wind Industry
A discussion of recent developments in the wind industry 

with a focus on the status of transmission constraints and 

changes to the Texas Renewable Portfolio Standard.

Lisa Chavarria, Austin

10:55 a.m. .50 hr

Development of a Wind Project
Legal issues from a developer’s perspective.

Steven K. DeWolf, Dallas

11:25 a.m. .50 hr

Recent Developments at the Railroad 
Commission and General Land Office
An overview of recent rulings, programs, and devel-

opments at these agencies that impact the energy 

industry.

H. Philip (Flip) Whitworth, Jr., Austin

LUNCH PRESENTATION

11:55 a.m. Pick Up Box Lunch
Included in registration fee.

12:05 p.m. .50 hr

Responding to Oil Field Crises
This session will address operational, regulatory, and 

practical considerations in responding to oilfield crises 

in light of the challenges presented by the recent hur-

ricane season.

Robert H. Bemis, Houston

FRIDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer: 
Roderick E. Wetsel, Sweetwater

12:35 p.m. .50 hr

Drilling Contracts
Contested ground in day work dri l l ing contracts: 

negotiations and litigation.

David H. O. Roth, San Antonio

James M. (Marty) Truss, San Antonio

1:05 p.m. 1.00 hr ethics

Modern Obstacles to Ethical Advocacy

Hon. John G. Hyde, Midland

2:05 p.m. .50 hr

Liens Frequently Encountered in Oil and 
Gas Title Examination (from the Texas Title 
Standards)
A primer on recognizing and resolving liens.

George A. Snell III, Amarillo

2:35 p.m. Break

2:45 p.m. .50 hr

Accommodation Doctrine
A review of the elements of the Accommodation 

Doctrine and how courts in various jurisdictions, in-

cluding Texas, have applied it in the oil field.

Richard D. Davis, Jr., Midland

3:15 p.m. .50 hr

Oil and Gas Financing, “How it Works”
A discussion and comparison of various f inancing 

structures for oi l  & gas assets, with description of 

selected issues.

James W. McKellar, Dallas

3:45 p.m. .50 hr

The Force Majeure Provision: Faux 
Stipulation?
This session will address the nature of force majeure 

provisions, recent decisions interpreting them, and 

current developments concerning these provisions 

in the aftermath of recent events, hurricanes, and 

otherwise.

J. Lanier Yeates, Houston

4:15 pm. .50 hr

Perfecting and Defending Your Mineral Title
Timely recording of documents, pursuing curative, 

and surviving title challenges.

Celia C. Flowers, Tyler

4:45 p.m. Adjourn

OIL, GAS & MINERAL LAW 
INSTITUTE ON VIDEO

Enjoy this year’s presentations on video:

VIDEO REPLAY: 
Can’t make the live conference in 

Houston? The video replay will be shown 
May 12, 2006 at the Cityplace Conference 
Center in Dallas. Earn full participatory 
credit—only $175 for early registration.

DVD SET: 
Watch the conference at your 

convenience: $150 for the full conference set.

ONLINE COURSES: 
Conference sessions will be available 

at www.utcle.org. Watch video and 
download papers—while earning full 

participatory credit.
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R E G I S T R A T I O N  F O R  O G 0 6

Mail this registration form to: 
The University of Texas School of Law, Attn. OG06
P.O. Box 7759, Austin, TX 78713-7759 
or fax a copy to:  (512) 475-6876

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Bar Card#     ❑ State:        ❑  N/A

CPA#     ❑ State:        ❑  N/A

Name [ Mr. / Ms. ]  

Firm  

Address  

City    State    Zip  

Telephone    Fax  

E-mail Address  

Assistant’s Email (optional)  

Invoices, confirmations and receipts are emailed to these addresses.

METHOD OF PAYMENT

❑ Check (make checks payable to: The University of Texas at Austin)

❑ VISA or  ❑ Mastercard (sorry, no AMEX or Discover)

Card #   - - -

X     /
Authorized Signature Exp. Date (mm/yy)

REGISTRATION  – Includes Course Binder and Box Lunch Presentation

HOUSTON, MARCH 31, 2006

❑ Early Registration Fee due by Wed. March 22, 2006   $250.00

   ❑ Registration Fee after Wed. March 22, 2006    $300.00

VIDEO REPLAY: DALLAS, MAY 12, 2006 (begins at 8:45 a.m.)

❑ Early Registration Fee due by Wed. May 3, 2006   $175.00

   ❑ Registration Fee after Wed. May 3, 2006    $225.00

CONFERENCE PUBLICATIONS AND MEDIA  
Allow 2–4 weeks from conference date for delivery.

❑ Course Binder    $125.00
Note: Conference registration includes Course Binder.

❑ Audio CD Set    $130.00

❑ DVD Set    $150.00

❑ eBinder on CD (PDF format)     $125.00/$50.00
($125 purchased alone, $50 with registration or purchase of Course Binder, Audio CD or DVD Set)

In-House CLE: Bring the conference in-house and learn at your convenience.
Allow 2–4 weeks from conference date for delivery.

❑  In-House CLE includes DVD Set and Course Binder    $500.00

            Add  participants (includes  Course Binder) for $125 each     $ 

                                  TOTAL ENCLOSED  $ 

ABOUT THE CONFERENCE

The University of Texas School of Law and 
the Oil, Gas and Energy Resources Law 
Section of the State Bar of Texas are proud 
to announce the 32nd Annual Ernest E. 
Smith Oil, Gas and Mineral Law Institute. 
This longstanding institute again features 
a slate of outstanding speakers and 
varied topics in the oil, gas and mineral 
law area, anchored by the annual case 
law update provided by the program’s 
namesake, Professor Ernest E. Smith. Like 
prior institutes, this year’s program covers 
traditional subjects such as: AMI agree-
ments, oil and gas drilling contracts, liens 
encountered in oil and gas title exami-
nation, accommodation doctrine, force 
majeure in oil and gas leases, and curing 
and defending mineral title. The Institute 
also explores recent developments (such 
as wind energy law, recent develop-
ments at the Railroad Commission and 
General Land Office, and responding to 
oil field crises) and matters of interest to 
the broader oil and gas industry (such as 
oil and gas financing and a presentation 
on legal ethics). It is designed to be of 
interest to lawyers, landmen and other 
land and energy professionals.

The Oil, Gas and Energy Resources Law 
Section is the oldest section of the State 
Bar of Texas, has over 2,100 members, 
sponsors two major institutes each year 
in addition to the Ernest E. Smith Institute, 
and publishes a quarterly section report 
containing a variety of updates and ar-
ticles on energy law topics.  Associate 
memberships in the Section are avail-
able to non-lawyers.  Membership inqui-
ries should be directed to Brian Sullivan, 
Chair-Elect, at (512) 327-8111.

The University of Texas School of Law is 
one of the oldest and most distinguished 
providers of continuing legal education 
to law graduates in the country. UT’s 
Office of Continuing Legal Education 
sponsors over 50 major CLE programs a 
year and provides valuable course ma-
terials and resources, DVD sets, audio 
CD sets, and In-House CLE. In addition, 
UT CLE also offers over 200 online cours-
es for full participatory MCLE credit. Visit 
www.utcle.org for more information.
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Noble Energy, Inc.
North America Division 
Houston

LISA CHAVARRIA 
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Austin

ALLEN D. CUMMINGS 
Haynes and Boone, LLP 
Houston

RICHARD D. DAVIS, JR. 
Cotton, Bledsoe, Tighe 
and Dawson
Midland

STEVEN K. DEWOLF 
Bellinger & DeWolf, LLP
Dallas

CELIA C. FLOWERS 
Flowers Davis, P.L.L.C. 
Tyler

HON. JOHN G. HYDE 
238th District Court 
Midland

JAMES W. MCKELLAR 
Thompson & Knight LLP 
Dallas

DAVID H. O. ROTH 
Cox Smith Matthews Incorporated 
San Antonio

ERNEST E. SMITH 
The University of Texas 
School of Law
Austin

GEORGE A. SNELL III 
Attorney at Law 
Amarillo

JAMES M. (MARTY) TRUSS 
Cox & Smith Incorporated 
San Antonio

H. PHILIP (FLIP) WHITWORTH, JR. 
Scott, Douglass & McConnico, L.L.P. 
Austin

J. LANIER YEATES 
Gordon Arata McCollam 
Duplantis & Eagan LLP 
Houston

C O N F E R E N C E  FA C U L T Y

P L A N N I N G  C O M M I T T E E

HOUSTON
March 31, 2006

CONFERENCE LOCATION

Hilton Houston Post Oak
2001 Post Oak Boulevard

Houston, TX 77056

713-961-9300

Special Rate $120
(subject to availability)

good through March 16, 2005

Self Parking: $10.00
Valet Event Parking: $9.00

Valet Parking Overnight: $20.00

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••

KEY DATES
Registration & Cancellation

March 22, 2006–5 p.m.
last day for early registration

add $50 for registrations
received after this time

March 24, 2006–5 p.m.
last day for full refund

March 27, 2006–5 p.m.
last day for partial refunds

$50 processing fee applied

March 31, 2006–8:45 a.m.
conference begins

RODERICK E. WETSEL – CHAIR 
Sweetwater

WILLIAM B. BURFORD 
Midland

ALLEN D. CUMMINGS 
Houston

ARNOLD J. JOHNSON 
Houston

HOLLIS L. LEVY 
Austin

JAN E. REHLER 
Corpus Christi

DAVID H. O. ROTH 
San Antonio

MICHELLE L. SIBLEY 
Amarillo

GEORGE A. SNELL III 
Amarillo

BRIAN R. SULLIVAN 
Austin

RICHARD D. WATT 
Houston

FABENE J. WELCH 
Houston

This course has been approved 
for Minimum Continuing Legal 
Education credit by the State 
Bar of Texas Committee on MCLE 
in the amount of 7.50 hours, of 
which 1.00 credit hour wil l ap-
ply to legal ethics/professional 
responsibil ity credit.

M
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E

OVER 200 ONLINE COURSES
Go to www.utcle.org and select from a variety of topics, 
including over 45 hours of ethics credit. Listen to audio, 
download papers, and watch video from the best of UT 
Law’s live CLE programs—while earning full participatory 
MCLE credit.

www.utcle.org 

DALLAS 
May 12, 2006

VIDEO REPLAY
Cityplace Conference Center

2711 N. Haskell St., Dallas, TX  
214-828-7050

$175 early registration fee
 (begins at 8:45 a.m.)


