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35TH ANNUAL 
LLCS, LPs AND PARTNERSHIPS 
July 16 –17, 2026 ■ Location ■ Austin, Texas 

Earn up to 11.50 Hours of Credit Including 3.50 Hours of Ethics Credit 

MCLE Credit Approved in TX, CA, OK, and PA (Hours Vary by State) 

Legal Specialization Credit Approved for Civil Appellate Law, Consumer Law, Civil Trail Law, and Tax Law 

Earn up to 13.80 Hours of National and TX Accounting CPE Credit 

THURSDAY MORNING, JULY 16, 2026 

Presiding Officer: 
K. "Andy" Tiwari, CJMA Business Law 
and Litigation, San Antonio, TX 

7:45 a.m. Registration Opens 
Includes continental breakfast. 

8:20 a.m. Welcoming Remarks 

8:30 a.m. 1.00 hr 
Case Law Update 
A survey of recent Texas cases addressing significant 
issues (fiduciary duties, piercing the entity veil, and 
more) in the context of LLCs and partnerships 
(including limited partnerships and LLPs). 

Elizabeth S. Miller, Baylor Law School, Waco, TX 
Douglas K. Moll, University of Houston Law Center, 

Houston, TX 

9:30 a.m. .75 hr 

A Texas Business Court Update: The Court at 
(Almost) Two Years of Age 
(Almost) two years in, how goes the Court? 

Hon. Grant Dorfman, Texas Business Court, Eleventh 
Division, Houston, TX 

10:15 a.m. 15-Minute Break 

10:30 a.m. .75 hr | .25 hr ethics 

Drafting LLC Agreements Part 1: Formation, 
Governance, Transfers, and Other Non-Tax 
Matters 
Review of key common provisions in company 
agreements for LLCs, including tips regarding 
formation, decision-making and other governance 
matters, transfers of interests, and winding up 

John C. Ale, Attorney and Arbitrator (Retired), 
Houston, TX 

Cecil (Tres) Bain III, Kreager Mitchell PLLC, 
Boerne, TX 

Are you a 1st or 2nd year attorney? Attend 
most UT Law CLE conferences for just $195! 

Call 512.475.6700 to register. 

Times listed are in Central Time 

11:15 a.m. .75 hr | .25 hr ethics 

Drafting LLC Agreements Part 2: Tax Matters 
(Federal, State & Local) 
A focused look at the tax provisions that distinguish 
LLC agreements from other entity documents, 
including allocations of income and loss, capital 
account maintenance under Section 704(b), tax 
distributions, and the partnership audit rules. 

Brady J. Cox, Jackson Walker LLP, Dallas, TX 
Bill Wilson, Whitley Penn, LLP, Plano, TX 

12:00 p.m. .75 hr 

Asset Protection 
When the lawsuit comes — and it will — is your 
client’s structure ready? This session delivers a 
practitioner’s deep dive into using LLCs and related 
entities as powerful asset protection tools, with the 
latest Texas case law, statutory updates, and the 
mistakes that sink even the best-laid plans. 

Joseph Michael Dickerson, The JM Dickerson Law 
Firm, New Braunfels, TX 

12:45 p.m. Pick Up Lunch 
Included in registration. 

UT Law CLE is committed to 
Practice Excellence. 
We are here to support our community. 
Information and updates regarding our 
in-person conferences and live webcasts will 
be posted at utcle.org. 

In addition, we continue to offer multiple 
educational opportunities online—both live 
and on-demand—by bringing practitioners 
together virtually. We are 
fortunate to serve so 
many of you who 
strive for excellence in 
the practice of law. 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON 

Presiding Officer: 
Cliff Ernst, McGinnis Lochridge, 
Austin, TX 

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION 

1:05 p.m. 1.00 hr ethics 

Using Generative AI Technology In Practice 
A review of newer developments in generative AI 
and how these might be relevant to legal practice. 
This session not only surveys recent advances in 
generative AI functionality outside the chatbot 
model, but also identifies and discusses mitigation 
of related security and privacy risks. 

Andrew M. Edge, McGinnis Lochridge, Austin, TX 

2:05 p.m. 15-Minute Break 

2:20 p.m. .75 hr 

Update on Compensatory Payments in Pass-
Through Entities 
This panel examines and contrasts the employment 
and self-employment tax treatment of owners in 
limited partnerships, LLCs, and S corporations. 
It highlights the Tax Court’s Soroban decision 
and the Fifth Circuit’s Sirius case, which address 
self-employment tax for limited partners and 
LLC members. The panel also explores issues 
of reasonable compensation in S corporation 
employment tax rulings. 

Dan G. Baucum, FBFK Law, Plano, TX 
Robert R. Keatinge, Holland & Hart LLP, Denver, CO 

3:05 p.m. 15-Minute Break 

■phone 512.475.6700  utcle.org/conferences/PA26/signup ■ fax 512.475.6876 

https://utcle.org/conferences/PA26/signup


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3:20 p.m. .75 hr 

The Cost of Control: Transfer Tax Planning, 
Valuation Discounts, and the §2043(a) 
Double-Inclusion Trap 
LLCs, LPs, and partnerships are among the most 
versatile and powerful tools in family business 
and estate planning, providing asset protection, 
consolidated management, simplified wealth 
transfer, and meaningful tax advantages across 
generations. This session opens with a practical 
overview of how these entities function in the estate 
planning arena and the key benefits they offer 
family-owned businesses, giving business lawyers 
and general practitioners a working framework 
for spotting planning opportunities and knowing 
when to bring in estate planning counsel. From 
that foundation, the session examines the benefits 
and hazards of entity-based transfer tax planning 
in depth, with particular focus on §2036 retained 
interest inclusion and the newly prominent, court-
raised §2043(a) double-inclusion problem that 
recalibrates the math when the IRS wins. 

Gene Wolf, Kemp Smith LLP, El Paso, TX 

4:05 p.m. 1.00 hr ethics 

Access to Justice 
State Bar of Texas Immediate Past President, 
Santos Vargas, will speak about access to justice 
and his “Stand With Santos” campaign and share 
highlights of his presidency of the State Bar. 

Santos Vargas, Immediate Past President State Bar of 
Texas, San Antonio, TX 

5:05 p.m. Adjourn to Reception 

RECEPTION 

5:05 p.m. – 6:05 p.m. 
Enjoy refreshments and a networking 

opportunity with colleagues, conference faculty, 
and planning committee members. 

SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

UT Law CLE offers annual subscriptions 
for MCLE On-Demand and our eLibrary 

Unlimited Access. Anytime. Anywhere. 

Compare options and subscribe at 
utcle.org/subscriptions 

**Subscriptions do not include registrations 
to live conferences or live webcasts. 

FRIDAY MORNING, JULY 17, 2026 

Presiding Officer: 
Robert R. Keatinge, Holland & Hart LLP 
- Denver, CO 

8:00 a.m. Conference Room Opens 
Includes continental breakfast. 

8:30 a.m. .75 hr 

Texas Secretary of State Update 
Learn about filing tips and resources that can make 
your transactions with the Texas Secretary of State 
(SOS) easier and more predictable; hear updates 
on the agency’s ongoing system modernization 
program, including an overview of online 
services both available now as well as a preview 
of the business entity filings component under 
development in SOSPortal. 

David R. Eskew, Texas Secretary of State, Austin, TX 

9:15 a.m. .75 hr 

Issues in Connection with a Capital 
Contribution of Real Property 
This session addresses the complex legal and 
tax implications that arise when real estate is 
contributed to a partnership or LLC. The session 
highlights aspects of due diligence and the 
allocation of risk and responsibilities in connection 
with the contribution, as well as issues relating to a 
possible failure of consideration. 

Frank Z. Ruttenberg, University of Texas System, 
San Antonio, TX 

10:00 a.m. 15-Minute Break 

NASBA 

The University of Texas School of Law is registered 
with the National Association of State Boards of 
Accountancy (NASBA) as a sponsor of continuing 
professional education on the National Registry 
of CPE Sponsors. State boards of accountancy 
have final authority on the acceptance of 
individual courses for CPE credit. Complaints 
regarding registered sponsors may be submitted 
to the National Registry of CPE Sponsors through 
its website: www.nasbaregistry.org. 

CONFERENCE: Earn up to 13.80 credits 

Field of Study: Business Law 

Delivery Method: Group-Live and Group-Internet 
Based 

Program Level: Intermediate 

Advanced Perpetration: None 

Prerequisite: Basic knowledge of business law 
and entity structures. 

10:15 a.m. .75 hr 

Primexx Energy: the Texas Business Court 
Looks at Fiduciary Duties, Good Faith, and 
the Limited Partnership Agreement 
In Primexx Energy Opportunity Fund v. Primexx 
Energy Corporation the Texas Business Court 
discussed the duties of loyalty, care, and to act in 
good faith of controlling partners and the extent 
to which such duties could be modified in the 
partnership agreement. This panel discusses the 
take aways from Primexx Energy, what it means for 
those organizing or interpreting limited partnership 
agreement. 

Christine Hurt, Southern Methodist University 
Dedman School of Law, Dallas, TX 

Robert R. Keatinge, Holland & Hart LLP, Denver, CO 

11:00 a.m. .75 hr 

Restrictive Covenants in Partnership 
Agreements 
This presentation covers unique issues pertaining 
to restrictive covenants, particularly noncompetes, 
in the context of partnership agreements. Key 
topics include: enforceability standards, forfeiture 
clauses, and the differences from and interplay with 
employment-based restrictive covenants. We also 
discuss key case law and recent litigation examples 
to help frame the key topics in a practical sense. 

Taylor E. White, Winstead PC, Dallas, TX 

11:45 a.m. 1.00 hr ethics 

What you need to know about Ethics in 
2026, AI, and Protecting You from You! 
Law school ethics courses taught us to basically just 
do the right thing and assured us that we would be 
alright—but that doesn’t work anymore. Times have 
changed, AI is raging through our practices, and 
ethics rules have changed more in the last decade 
than in the three previous decades combined! It’s a 
new day and time for an update! 

Gaines West, West Webb Allbritton & Gentry P.C., 
College Station and Austin, TX 

12:45 p.m. Adjourn 

ACCREDITATION 

CLE CREDIT 

This course has been approved for Minimum 
Continuing Legal Education credit by the State 
Bar of Texas Committee on MCLE in the amount 
of 11.50 hours, of which 3.50 credit hours will 
apply to legal ethics/professional responsibility 
credit. 

Texas Legal Specialization Credit Approved for 
Civil Appellate Law, Consumer Law, Civil Trial 
Law, and Tax Law 

The University of Texas School of law is a State 
Bar of California approved MCLE provider 
(#1944), and an Oklahoma Bar Association MCLE 
presumptively approved provider (#169). 

■phone 512.475.6700  utcle.org/conferences/PA26/signup ■ fax 512.475.6876 

https://utcle.org/conferences/PA26/signup
www.nasbaregistry.org
https://utcle.org/subscriptions


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONFERENCE FACULTY 

JOHN C. ALE ANDREW M. EDGE FRANK Z. RUTTENBERG 

Attorney and Arbitrator (Retired) McGinnis Lochridge University of Texas System 

Houston, TX Austin, TX San Antonio, TX 

CECIL (TRES) BAIN III 

Kreager Mitchell PLLC 

Boerne, TX 

DAN G. BAUCUM 

FBFK Law 

Plano, TX 

BRADY J. COX 

Jackson Walker LLP 

Dallas, TX 

JOSEPH MICHAEL DICKERSON 

The JM Dickerson Law Firm 

New Braunfels, TX 

HON. GRANT DORFMAN 

Texas Business Court, Eleventh Division 

Houston, TX 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 

DAVID R. ESKEW 

Texas Secretary of State 

Austin, TX 

CHRISTINE HURT 

Southern Methodist University Dedman School of Law 

Dallas, TX 

ROBERT R. KEATINGE 

Holland & Hart LLP 

Denver, CO 

ELIZABETH S. MILLER 

Baylor Law School 

Waco, TX 

DOUGLAS K. MOLL 

University of Houston Law Center 

Houston, TX 

SANTOS VARGAS 

Immediate Past President State Bar of Texas 

San Antonio, TX 

GAINES WEST 

West Webb Allbritton & Gentry P.C. 

College Station and Austin, TX 

TAYLOR E. WHITE 

Winstead PC 

Dallas, TX 

BILL WILSON 

Whitley Penn, LLP 

Plano, TX 

GENE WOLF 

Kemp Smith LLP 

El Paso, TX 

CLIFF ERNST—CO-CHAIR 

McGinnis Lochridge 

Austin, TX 

K. "ANDY" TIWARI—CO-CHAIR 

CJMA Business Law and Litigation 

San Antonio, TX 

JOHN C. ALE 

Attorney and Arbitrator (Retired) 

Houston, TX 

SKYLA R. BANKS 

Amplitude, Inc. 

Dallas, TX 

BRADY J. COX 

Jackson Walker LLP 

Dallas, TX 

DAVID R. ESKEW 

Texas Secretary of State 

Austin, TX 

TRENTON HOOD 

Winstead PC 

Dallas, TX 

CHRISTINE HURT 

Southern Methodist University Dedman School of Law 

Dallas, TX 

ELIZABETH S. MILLER 

Baylor Law School 

Waco, TX 

BAILI B. RHODES 

West, Webb, Allbriton & Gentry, P.C. 

College Station, TX 

APRIL STEPHENS ROGERS 

The University of Texas School of Law 

Austin, TX 

FRANK Z. RUTTENBERG 

University of Texas System 

San Antonio, TX 

DAN G. BAUCUM ROBERT R. KEATINGE 

FBFK Law Holland & Hart LLP 

Plano, TX Denver, CO 

■phone 512.475.6700  utcle.org/conferences/PA26/signup ■ fax 512.475.6876 
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REGISTRATION FORM HOW TO REGISTER 

Online: 
utcle.org/conferences/PA26/signup 

Mail: 
The University of Texas 

School of Law 
ATTN: CLE 

727 E Dean Keeton St 
Austin, TX 78705 

Fax: 
512.475.6876 

Questions? 512.475.6700 

If you have dietary requirements or would 
like to request accommodations under the 
ADA, please contact Customer Service at 

512.475.6700 or service@utcle.org at least 10 
days prior to the conference. 

REGISTRATION BENEFITS 

Comprehensive Course Materials: Access

course materials in "Your Briefcase" 

approximately 48 hours before the live event, 

and enjoy unlimited access to the final, 

complete course materials – downloadable 

PDFs of papers and slides. 

Accredited eConference: Complimentary

access to the eConference – with papers, 

slides, and video – accredited for one year in 

both TX and CA are available in "Your 

Briefcase" 6–8 weeks after the event. 

TX MCLE Credit Reporting: UT Law CLE can

report credit on your behalf directly to the State 

Bar of Texas. Track the Texas MCLE credit 

reported on your behalf at "Your Account" 

after you’ve logged in at utcle.org. 

TROUBLE LOGGING IN? 

A UT Law CLE account is created for 

conference attendees and product customers 

with information provided on the order form. 

An email address will serve as the User Name. 

Forget Your Password or Need it Reset? 
Just select “Forgot Password” under “Sign In 

or Join” at utcle.org. 

Still Need Assistance? Contact customer

service at 512.475.6700 or service@utcle.org 

during business hours. 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY PA26 

Bar Card # ❑ TX ❑ Other State: ❑ N/A 

Name [ Mr. / Ms. ] 

Firm 

Address 

City State Zip 

Telephone  Fax 

Registrant’s Email (required) 

Assistant’s Email (optional) 
Invoices, confirmations, and receipts are emailed to these addresses. 

EVENT REGISTRATION 
Includes Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) in "Your Briefcase." Special group registration rates available. Call 
512.475.6700. 

❑ Live, In-Person Event Registration  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $695 | $795 after June 30 

❑ Live Webcast Registration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $875 

Printed and Shipped Binder with Registration (Shipping Included) – Available for order through
Friday, July 17, 2026 
Please note that the printed binder will arrive 2–3 weeks after the conclusion of the live event. Delivery to P.O. boxes is not 
permitted. Binders will not be distributed on-site. 

❑ Printed and Shipped Course Binder  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $102.84 ($95*) 

Webcast Add-on 
Register for the in-person conference and add on the webcast format for attendance flexibility. 

❑ Webcast Add-on  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100 

TOTAL EVENT REGISTRATION $ 

FIRST AND SECOND YEAR ATTORNEYS MAY ATTEND FOR JUST $195! CALL 512.475.6700 TO REGISTER. 

POST-CONFERENCE PRODUCTS 

eConference – For Texas and California MCLE Credit
Includes Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) and program video/audio. Available 6-8 weeks after live event. Hours may 
vary depending on actual event runtime and approved content. 

❑ Individual eConference . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $795 

Post-Course Binder – For Research and Self-Study
Comprehensive binder with papers and slides, available for delivery 4–6 weeks after live event. 

❑ Electronic Post-Course Download (PDF) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $319.34 ($295*) 

❑ Printed Post-Course Binder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $373.46 ($345*) 

TOTAL POST-CONFERENCE PRODUCTS $ 

METHOD OF PAYMENT 

❑ Check (make check payable to The University of Texas at Austin)

❑ VISA ❑ MasterCard ❑ American Express ❑ P.O. (include a copy of the purchase order upon submission) 

Card / P.O. # CVV # Exp. Date /
(mm/yy) 

Authorized Signature 

* Tax-exempt rate for, e.g., government employees and nonprofits. Include a Texas Sales and Use Tax
Exemption Certificate with order.

■phone 512.475.6700  utcle.org/conferences/PA26/signup ■ fax 512.475.6876

https://utcle.org/conferences/PA26/signup
mailto:service@utcle.org
https://utcle.org
https://utcle.org
mailto:service@utcle.org
https://utcle.org/conferences/PA26/signup
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 YouTube 
@utlawcle8597 

PA26 

AUSTIN 
July 16–17, 2026 

CONFERENCE LOCATION 

AT&T Conference Center 
The University of Texas at Austin 

1900 University Avenue 
Austin, TX 78705 

877.744.8822 (reservations) 

Special Room Rate: $179 
good through June 15 

reference “2026 Partnerships Conference” 
(subject to availability) 

Parking: 
Please visit utcle.org/conferences/PA26 

for daily and overnight rates 

KEY DATES 

June 30, 2026 
Last day for early registration rates 

July 10, 2026 
Last day for full refund cancellation 

July 13, 2026 
Last day for partial refund cancellation 

$50 processing fee applied 

July 16, 8:20 a.m., CT 
Conference begins 

July 17, 2026 
Last day to order a printed and shipped course binder 

with in-person or webcast conference registration. 

For more information regarding refunds, 
complaints, and/or program cancellation policies 
please contact Customer Service at 512.475.6700. 

REASONS TO ATTEND 

Join us for the 35th Annual LLCs, LPs and Partnerships Conference, a must-

attend event for legal and business professionals working with unincorporated 

entities. Held July 16–17, 2026, this two-day program will explore the latest 

developments in LLCs, LPs, and partnerships with distinguished faculty of 

leading practitioners and academics. Attendees will gain access to tangible 

resources and best practices for drafting and negotiating key clauses and 

provisions while also analyzing complex issues faced by today’s practitioners. . 

This comprehensive program covers recent case law developments, evolving 

regulatory frameworks, and practical drafting strategies for LLC and partnership 

agreements. At the conclusion of this program, participants will be able to: 

• Identify and analyze recent case law developments affecting LLCs, LPs, and 

partnerships, including fiduciary duties and veil-piercing considerations. 

• Assess federal, state, and local tax considerations relevant to pass-through 

entities and apply strategies to minimize tax exposure. 

• Analyze capital contribution issues, including contributions of real 

property, and determine appropriate structuring approaches. 

• Compare structuring options for acquisitions and dispositions of 

partnership interests, including tax implications. 

• Assess estate planning and family business considerations in the context 

of LLCs and partnerships. 

• Apply best practices for drafting and negotiating LLC and partnership 

agreements, including non-compete provisions and compensatory 

arrangements. 

Join us this year in Austin, Texas for two days of unparalleled learning and 

networking. 

https://utcle.org/conferences/PA26
mailto:service@utcle.org
https://utcle.org
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