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32nd Annual 

Page Keeton Civil Litigation Conference
Definitive updates, effective practice strategies and advocacy tools for litigation attorneys

October  30-31 , 2008  •  Four  S ea sons  Hote l , Aus t in  •  Aus t in , Texa s 
Earn up to 11.75 Hours of Credit  Including 2.00 Hours of Ethics Credit

Special izat ion Credit  Expected for:  Civi l  Tr ial  Law, Consumer and Commercial Law, Personal Injury Tr ial  Law

THURSDAY MORNING, OCT. 30, 2008

Presiding Officer:
Philip K. Maxwell, Austin, TX

8:00 a.m.	 Registration Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

9:00 a.m.	 .50 hr

Supreme Court Update
A review of Texas Supreme Court opinions 
handed down during the past year.

Hon. Paul W. Green, Austin, TX

9:30 a.m.	 1.00 hr

A Practical Guide to Ef fective Use of 
E-Discovery on a Budget
In smaller cases with smaller budgets, counsel’s 
responsibility to identify, process and produce 
ESI still looms large. Don’t let your client’s best 
case be a legal malpractice action for botched 
e-discovery! This session addresses practical, 
productive e-discovery strategies at a scale 
and cost that lets you meet your digital duties 
in every matter.

Craig D. Ball, Austin, TX
Laurie Weiss, San Antonio, TX

10:30 a.m.	 Break

10:45 a.m.	 .75 hr

Tools and Tips for the Commercial Litigator: 
ConTort, DTPA and Cap-Busting
As the assault on tort claims in Texas continues, 
it may be past time to reexamine (and update) 
your tool drawer. This three-part presentation 
will stimulate creative thinking about approach-
es to commercial disputes in the current legal 
climate.

Richard M. Alderman, Houston, TX
Thomas H. Cook Jr., Dallas, TX
George Parker Young, Fort Worth, TX

11:30 a.m.	 .33 hr

Arbitration and the Judicial System
Trends, tips, and the changing relationship 
between arbitration and the courts.

David E. Keltner, Fort Worth, TX
Matthew D. Stayton, Fort Worth, TX

11:50 a.m.	 .50 hr

Breach of Fiduciary Duty Litigation
A discussion of key case law developments and 
practice tips involving fiduciary duty litigation.

Mark S. Werbner, Dallas, TX

THURSDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer:
James Holmes, Dallas, TX

12:20 p.m.	 Pick up Box Lunch
Included in conference registration fee.

12:35 p.m.	 .75 hr

Effective Strategies for Growing and 
Adapting Your Practice
Panel discussion of plaintiff’s counsel, defen-
dant’s counsel, and a nationally known business 
consultant on developing and growing business 
in a troubled economy.

Moderator: Rachel Giesber Clingman, Houston, TX
Milton C. Colia, El Paso, TX
David H. Freeman, Boulder, CO
Mark D. Pierce, Austin, TX

1:20 p.m.	 Break

1:35 p.m.	 .50 hr ethics

Sandbags Against the Tide
Can you protect yourself against conflicts and 
malpractice with good engagement letters?

Thomas H. Watkins, Austin, TX

2:05 p.m.	 .50 hr

Admissibility of Electronic Evidence
A guide to the admissibility of web pages, 
emails, text messages, and digital images.

Steven Goode, Austin, TX

2:35 p.m.	 .33 hr

Presenting Evidence to Win
Learn how to organize your evidence and pres-
ent your facts and themes in a way that will stick 
with the jury.

Trey Cox, Dallas, TX

2:55 p.m.	 .50 hr including .25 hr ethics

The Noble Lawyer and the Brave New 
World: How to be Ready for the Trial 
Practice of the Future
Tr ials are becoming rare, whi le the rate of 
summary judgments has quadrupled. Arbi-
trat ion, global izat ion, and other factors sup-
port this t rend away from tradit ional tr ials 
and toward summary disposit ions. Superim-
posed on this landscape is tort reform. Bot-
tom l ine: The “tr ial  lawyer” is  dying. But the 
“complex l i t igator” is  al ive and wel l .  These 
threads and others are brought together in 
this presentation to paint a picture of the l i t i -
gator in the year 2010 or 2015, the opportu-
nit ies and the chal lenges, ethical,  economic 
and otherwise.

William J. Chriss, Austin, TX

3:25 p.m.	 Break

3:40 p.m.	 .33 hr

The Down and Dirty on the Prompt Payment 
of Insurance Claims
What does the prompt pay statute apply to? 
First party insurance payments; costs of defense 
of third party claims; anything more? What de-
fenses are there, and is the statute unconstitu-
tional? How does the prompt pay statute relate 
to statutory bad faith?

Philip K. Maxwell, Austin, TX

4:00 p.m.	 .50 hr

Where’s the Fire, and What’s Burning?
A guide to the obtaining and avoiding of TROs 
and injunctions.

Moderator: Dulcie Green Wink, Houston, TX
Hon. Martha Hill Jamison, Houston, TX
Hon. Randall W. Wilson, Houston, TX
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Comments from 
Past Conferences

“Well-planned and organized 
program with a good variety 

of  topics  and speakers .” 

“ Outstanding speakers!”

“ Ver y much l ike  the  format 
of  many subjects  and the 

abil ity  to  informally  speak 
later  with the speakers . Good 
information and thoughts  to 

pass  on
to my son, just  graduating 

from law school .”

“I  l ike  the  shorter, focused 
sess ions. Good relevant topics 

and well-exper ienced 
speakers .”

“Excel lent  program—I like 
the  mix of  short  and longer 

t ime for  speakers .”

Litigation Involving the Movement of 

Employees, Trade Secrets, and 

Confidential Information

4:30 p.m.	 .50 hr

Update on Trade Secrets, Confidentiality 
Agreements and Fiduciary Duties of 
Employees
Part one will give a short review and update 
of case law and issues involving trade secrets 
and confidentiality and a second update on 
covenants not to compete.

Christopher H. Hahn, Austin, TX
Thomas A. Nesbitt, Austin, TX

5:00 p.m.	 .50 hr

Panel  Discuss ion:  Trade Secrets , 
Conf ident ial i ty  Agreements and 
F iduciary Dut ies of  Employees
Part two involves a panel discussion highlight-
ing how such issues as well as initial procedural 
issues play out in practice.

Moderator: John F. Sullivan III, Houston, TX
Christopher H. Hahn, Austin, TX
Thomas A. Nesbitt, Austin, TX
Hon. Emily G. Tobolowsky, Dallas, TX

5:30 p.m.	 Adjourn

FRIDAY MORNING, OCT. 31, 2008

Presiding Officer:
Elaine A. Carlson, Houston, TX

8:00 a.m.	 Conference Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

8:30 a.m.	 .50 hr

Finally, Some Direction on Defamation Jury 
Charges
Two members  of  the Pattern Jury Charge 
Committee rev iew the new, soon to be 
publ i shed Pattern Jury Charges for  the torts 
of  defamat ion and t rade disparagement,  
including a rev iew of  the substant ive law 
appl icable to both and nuances ar i s ing 
f rom the const i tut ional  l imi tat ions imposed 
by the Texas and Uni ted States Supreme 
Courts .

David H. Donaldson Jr., Austin, TX
Richard G. Munzinger, El Paso, TX

9:00 a.m.	 .33 hr

No Evidence Summary Judgment
A discussion and outl ine of the latest case 
law developments on no evidence summary 
judgment, with practice t ips.

Elaine A. Carlson, Houston, TX

9:20 a.m.	 1.00 hr

Case Selection, Strategies, Advocacy and 
Venues in Today’s Litigation Environment
The current l it igation environment at the 
State and Federal level makes it increasingly 
diff icult to win—and keep—big awards. Hear 
what’s possible and how do to it from one of 
the most successful plaintiff’s lawyers in the 
country.

W. Mark Lanier, Houston, TX

10:20 a.m.	 Break

10:35 a.m.	 .50 hr ethics

Prove and Keep Your Attorney’s Fees: 
Revisiting the Always Relevant Topic of 
How Attorneys Receive Fees Awards from 
Texas Courts Under Controlling Case Law 
Precedents
Recent Texas Supreme Court precedents have 
changed the landscape for attorney’s fees 
awards. Learn the background law by study-
ing the precedents and how lower courts 
have grappled with them. Equip yourself for 
accurately proving and ski l lful ly holding on to 
your fees awards.

James Holmes, Dallas, TX

11:05 a.m.	 .75 hr ethics

Attacking and Defending the Attorney-
Client Privilege in a Global Electronic 
World

Karl Bayer, Austin, TX

Preemption Developments Including

Products Liability

11:50 a.m.	 .34 hr

Part 1: Preemption Generally
An overview of the current state of preemption: 
key issues and case law developments.

Thomas O. McGarity, Austin, TX

12:10 p.m.	 .67 hr

Part 2: Preemption and Products Liability 
Update
Products liability causes of action retain vitality 
under Texas law, but find out how recent and 
pending state and federal preemption cases 
may significantly impact specialized areas of 
products liability practice.

Michael R. Klatt, Austin, TX
Thomas O. McGarity, Austin, TX
Lana K. Varney, Austin, TX

12:50 p.m.	 Adjourn

Bonus Materials: Comprehensive Texas 
Civil Procedure Update

Elaine Carlson, Houston, TX
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RICHARD M. ALDERMAN
University of Houston Law Center
Houston, TX

CRAIG D. BALL
Attorney and Technologist, Certified 
Computer Forensic Examiner
Austin, TX

KARL BAYER
Dispute Resolution Expert 
Austin, TX

ELAINE A. CARLSON
South Texas College of Law
Houston, TX

WILLIAM J. CHRISS
Texas Center for Legal Ethics and 
Professionalism
Austin, TX

RACHEL GIESBER CLINGMAN
Sutherland LLP
Houston, TX

MILTON C. COLIA
Kemp Smith P C
El Paso, TX

THOMAS H. COOK JR.
Zelle Hofmann Voelbel 
Mason & Gette LLP
Dallas, TX

TREY COX
Lynn Tillotson Pinker & Cox LLP
Dallas, TX

DAVID H. DONALDSON JR.
Graves Dougherty Hearon 
Moody PC
Austin, TX

DAVID H. FREEMAN
David Freeman Consulting 
Group, LLC
Boulder, CO

STEVEN GOODE
University of Texas Law School
Austin, TX

HON. PAUL W. GREEN
Supreme Court Of Texas
Austin, TX

CHRISTOPHER H. HAHN
Boulette & Golden L.L.P.
Austin, TX

JAMES HOLMES
The Schmidt Firm
Dallas, TX

HON. MARTHA HILL JAMISON
164th District Court
Houston, TX

DAVID E. KELTNER
Kelly Hart & Hallman LLP
Fort Worth, TX

MICHAEL R. KLATT
Clark, Thomas & Winters, P.C.
Austin, TX

W. MARK LANIER
The Lanier Law Firm
Houston, TX

PHILIP K. MAXWELL
Attorney at Law
Austin, TX

THOMAS O. MCGARITY
University of Texas School of Law
Austin, TX

RICHARD G. MUNZINGER
Scott & Hulse PC
El Paso, TX

THOMAS A. NESBITT
DeShazo & Nesbitt L.L.P.
Austin, TX

MARK D. PIERCE
Slack & Davis, L.L.P.
Austin, TX

MATTHEW D. STAYTON
Kelly Hart & Hallman LLP
Fort Worth, TX

JOHN F. SULLIVAN III
Watt Beckworth Thompson 
& Henneman, LLP
Houston, TX

HON. EMILY G. TOBOLOWSKY
298th District Court
Dallas, TX

LANA K. VARNEY
Fulbright & Jaworski LLP
Austin, TX

THOMAS H. WATKINS
Brown McCarroll, L.L.P.
Austin, TX

LAURIE WEISS
Fulbright & Jaworski LLP
San Antonio, TX

MARK S. WERBNER
Sayles | Werbner PC
Dallas, TX

HON. RANDALL W. WILSON
157th District Court
Houston, TX

DULCIE GREEN WINK
Haynes and Boone, LLP
Houston, TX

GEORGE PARKER YOUNG
Haynes and Boone, LLP
Fort Worth, TX

C onference          Faculty    

P lanning        C ommittee      

ELAINE A. CARLSON—CO-CHAIR
Houston, TX

PHILIP K. MAXWELL—CO-CHAIR
Austin, TX

KARL BAYER
Austin, TX

LESLIE A. BENITEZ
Austin, TX

WILLIAM J. CHRISS
Austin, TX

RACHEL GIESBER CLINGMAN
Houston, TX

THOMAS H. COOK JR.
Dallas, TX

JEREMY L. DOYLE
Houston, TX

MICHAEL J. ESPOSITO
Austin, TX

CLAUDIA W. FROST
Houston, TX

STEVEN GOODE
Austin, TX

JAMES HOLMES
Dallas, TX

HON. MARTHA HILL JAMISON
Houston, TX

MICHAEL R. KLATT
Austin, TX

CRAIG A. MORGAN
Lakeway, TX

MICHAEL K. OLDHAM
Houston, TX

REBECCA JO C. RESER
San Antonio, TX

JOHN F. SULLIVAN III
Houston, TX

HON. EMILY G. TOBOLOWSKY
Dallas, TX

LANA K. VARNEY
Austin, TX

MARK C. WALKER
El Paso, TX

GEORGE PARKER YOUNG
Fort Worth, TX



Ethics and Advocacy 
Online Courses

 from UT Law  
L isten to audio, download pa-

pers,  and watch video from the 

best of UT Law’s l ive CLE pro-

grams, whi le earning ful l  par-

t ic ipatory MCLE credit .

www.utcle.org
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PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Bar Card#     TX       Other State:          N/A

Name [ Mr. / Ms. ]  

Firm  

Address  

City    State    Zip  

Telephone    Fax  

Registrant’s Email (required)  

Assistant’s Email (optional)  

Invoices, confirmations and receipts are emailed to these addresses.

METHOD OF PAYMENT

 Check (make checks payable to: The University of Texas at Austin)

 VISA	 or	   Mastercard	 (sorry, no AMEX or Discover)

Card #   - - -
X     /
Authorized Signature	 Exp. Date (mm/yy)

RE  G I STRAT     I ON   FOR    P L 0 8

Mail this registration form to: 
The University of Texas School of Law, Attn. PL08
P.O. Box 7759, Austin, TX 78713-7759 or fax a copy to: (512) 475-6876
Online registration available at www.utcle.org

CONFERENCE PUBLICATIONS AND MEDIA 
Allow 2–4 weeks from the conference date for delivery.

 Course Binder Without Conference Registration    $225.00
Note: Conference registration includes Course Binder.

 Audio CD Set    $175.00

 eBinder on CD (PDF format)     $225.00/$50.00
($225 purchased alone, $50 with registration or purchase of Course Binder or Audio CD Set)

IN-HOUSE CLE: Bring the conference in-house and learn at your convenience .
Allow 2–4 weeks from the conference date for delivery.

  In-House CLE for 2—Includes Audio CD Set and  Course Binder    $750.00

            Add  participants (includes  Course Binder) for $225 each     $ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED  $ 

REGISTRATION: 
Includes Course Binder and Box Lunch Presentation

 Early Registration Fee due by Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2008     $475.00

 Registration Fee after Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2008     $525.00

UTCLE eLibrary: Papers, PPTs, and Podcasts in 40 practice areas

  One-year subscription for UTCLE eLibrary    $295.00
          Discounts available for multiple subscriptions; call 512-475-6700 for more information.

Course Binder
The Page Keeton Civil Litiga-

tion Conference generates the 

year’s definitive set of resource 

materials for litigators. Don’t 

miss an encyclopedic guide of 

case law updates, current liti-

gation problems and solutions—

over 700 pages of practical and 

user-friendly materials.

Audio CD Set
The Page Keeton Civil Litigation 

Conference presentations are 

available on CD. Listen to the 

entire conference or individual 

sessions at your convenience. 

eBinder on CD
Get the entire conference bind-

er on CD, in electronic PDF for-

mat. Only $50 if added to a reg-

istration or purchase of Course 

binder or Audio CD Set. $225 

purchased alone.

 In-House CLE
Would your firm like to run an 

in-house version of this confer-

ence, with full participatory 

credit? Order In-House CLE and 

we’ll also provide an Audio CD 

Set for the group and a Course 

Binder for each participant.



The University of Texas at Austin

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS SCHOOL OF LAW
P.O. Box 7759 • Austin, TX  78713-7759

This program is not printed or mailed at state expense.
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Texas
School of Law

E-mail us at

utcle@law.utexas.edu

or call us at

512-475-6700

for more information

UTCLE 32nd Annual
Page Keeton Civil Litigation Conference

October 30 - 31, 2008 • Four Seasons Hotel, Austin • Austin, Texas

This course has been approved for MCLE 
credit by the State Bar of Texas Com-
mittee on MCLE in the amount of 11.75 
hours, of which 2.00 credit hours will ap-
ply to legal ethics/professional responsi-
bility. The UT School of Law is a State Bar 
of CA approved MCLE provider (#1944).

M
C
L
E

AUSTIN
October 30-31, 2008 

CONFERENCE LOCATION

Four Seasons Hotel
98 San Jacinto
Austin, TX 78701

512-685-8100

SPECIAL ROOM RATE $225 
good through October 3, 2008

 (subject to availability) 

Parking: Valet: Day $10, Overnight 
$25; $7 Self-Parking available in 

parking garage across from hotel 
(subject to change)

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

KEY DATES

Registration & Cancellation

October 22, 2008—5 p.m.
last day for early registration

add $50 for registrations
received after this time

October 24, 2008—5 p.m.
last day for full refund

October 27, 2008—5 p.m.
last day for partial refunds

$50 processing fee applied

October 30, 2008—9 a.m.
conference begins

Subscribe to the UTCLE eLibrary 
Cutting-edge research at your fingertips—papers, PPTs and podcasts.

Papers, PPTs, and Podcasts in over 40 Practice Areas
The eLibrary offers resources from over forty practice 
areas, such as real estate, partnerships, employment 
law, estate planning, bankruptcy, patent law, energy, 
insurance, family law...and much more.

Easily Search the Best Articles and Resources
Superb resources at your fingertips, with lightning-fast 
searches by keyword, author, conference name, or 
practice area. Search and download them 
whenever, wherever and as often as you want!

Audio-to-Go Files (Podcasts)  
Listen on your iPod: The eLibrary includes related audio 
files for most papers that are easily saved to your 
computer, your iPod or MP3 player. Listen to the 
presentation at your computer or on the go! 

FREE SEARCHES, PREVIEWS AND DEMO—TRY IT TODAY AT WWW.UTCLE.ORG/ELIBRARY

 

Real Estate

Energy

Partnerships

Employment Law

Subscribe today at www.utcle.org/eLibrary
Your one-year subscription provides access to all the materials in 
the eLibrary—papers, PPTs, and podcasts. Search and download 
them whenever, wherever and as often as you want!

AND GET UNLIMITED 
DOWNLOADS FOR A YEAR
www.utcle.org/eLibrary


