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PREMIER SPONSOR



Are you a 1st or 2nd year attorney? Attend 
most UT Law CLE conferences for just $195! 

Call 512.475.6700 to register.

THURSDAY MORNING, NOV. 6, 2025

Presiding Officer: 
Heather L. Flanagan PhD, Fish & 
Richardson P.C., Austin, TX

7:30 a.m.	 Registration Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

8:15 a.m.	 Welcoming Remarks

8:25 a.m.	 .75 hr

Recent Developments in Claim Construction
The foundation of patent application preparation/
prosecution, district court trials, Federal Circuit 
appeals, and AIA post-grant review proceedings, 
is claim construction. Review the important 2024-
2025 claim construction cases and issues at the 
Federal Circuit and trial court levels, as well as at 
the PTAB. Examine the PTAB’s procedural and 
substantive claim construction “rules, practices, 
and etc." Discuss adherence to the APA by the 
PTAB under various circumstances. And, discuss 
the claim construction interface between an IPR 
and a parallel district court proceeding.

Kenneth R. Adamo, Law Office of KRAdamo, 
Chicago, IL

9:15 a.m.	 .50 hr

New Era Dawns for Design Patent Validity: 
How the Federal Circuit Has Rewritten 
Design Patent Obviousness Law
Design patents have historically been very difficult 
to invalidate. The Rosen-Durling test that has been 
used for decades to assess obviousness of U.S. 
design patents was a rigid test that resulted in 
few design patents being invalidated as obvious. 
The Federal Circuit’s May 2024 en banc decision 
in LKQ Corp. v. GM Global Tech. overruled the 
Rosen-Durling test and allows for a much more 
flexible approach to demonstrating design patent 
obviousness. Hear how the law of design patent 
invalidity has changed and how patent owners 
and patent challengers need to change their 
approaches to U.S. design patents in the future.

Megan E. Bussey, Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton 
LLP, New York, NY

9:45 a.m.	 15-Minute Break

10:00 a.m.	 .75 hr

Changes in Fee Structures and the Impact on 
Portfolio Strategies
Strategies for efficient cost management and 
leveraging fee structures to maximize portfolio 
protection in view of recent USPTO fee increases.

Michael Pohl, Norton Rose Fulbright US LLP,  
Austin, TX

Ann Valdivia, USAA, San Antonio, TX

10:45 a.m.	 1.00 hr

Discretionary Denial Changes at the PTAB: 
Overdue or Overcorrection?
The panel examines the impact of the new 
procedures on discretionary denials of institution 
at the PTAB, and best practices for petitioners 
and patent owners under the interim procedures. 
Hear how the new discretionary denial factors, 
such as settled expectations, are being leveraged 
by the parties and treated by the Director. And 
also covers further developments related to the 
interim procedures that occur between now and 
November 2025, including mandamus challenges 
to the new procedures.

Moderator:
Kristi L. R. Sawert, Ph.D., Fish & Richardson P.C., 

Washington, DC

Panelists:
Thomas W. Krause, Former USPTO Solicitor and 

PTAB Director Review Executive, Alexandria, VA
Stephen McBride, Carmichael IP PLLC, Tysons, VA
Clarke W. Stavinoha, Baker Botts L.L.P., Dallas, TX

11:45 a.m.	 Pick Up Lunch
Included in registration.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer: 
David W. O'Brien, Haynes and Boone, 
LLP, Austin, TX

THANK YOU TO OUR  
THURSDAY LUNCHEON SPONSOR

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

12:05 p.m.	 .50 hr

USPTO Policy Change Impact on When to 
pursue an IPR and When to Pursue an Ex 
Parte Reexam
This presentation covers the USPTO policy changes 
and impacts on when and how to pursue an IPR 
versus an Ex Parte Reexam.

Trenton Ward, Greenberg Traurig, LLP, Atlanta, GA

12:35 p.m.	 15-Minute Break

12:50 p.m.	 .50 hr

Litigating in the Unified Patent Court
Two and a half years after the UPC’s opening, Chuck 
Larsen of McDermott Will & Schulte shares lessons 
from a significant 9-patent case completed in the 
Paris Central Division and an ongoing infringement 
litigation before the Munich Local Division. The 
discussion offers practical insights into how the 
Court operates in practice, explores intersections 
with parallel U.S. cases, and highlights evolving 
strategic implications for global patent strategy 
and transactions.

Charles (Chuck) Larsen, McDermott Will & Schulte, 
Boston, MA

1:20 p.m.	 .50 hr

FRAND Wars: The Licensors Strike Back
Hear an update on the state of global SEP and 
FRAND law, with particular emphasis on recent 
developments in the UK and Europe. Reversing 
course from a year ago, these two jurisdictions are 
moving in a patent owner-friendly direction.

Nick Schuneman, McDermott Will & Schulte,  
Austin, TX
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Earn up to 13.25 Hours of Credit, Including 2.00 Hours of Ethics Credit 
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This course has been approved for Minimum Continuing 
Legal Education credit by the State Bar of Texas 
Committee on MCLE in the amount of 13.25 hours, of 
which 2.00 credit hours will apply to legal ethics/
professional responsibility credit. The University of Texas 
School of Law is a State Bar of California approved MCLE 
provider (#1944), and an Oklahoma Bar Association 
MCLE presumptively-approved provider (#169).
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1:50 p.m.	 .75 hr

Written Description and Enablement: Recent 
Cases and Emerging Trends
This presentation examines how U.S. and 
international courts are interpreting the 
fundamental patent requirements for adequate 
description and enablement across biotechnology, 
pharmaceuticals, medical devices, software, and 
AI-related inventions. Explore recent decisions 
reshaping these standards in rapidly evolving 
technologies and analyze implications for global 
patent strategy and claim drafting.

Robert Greene Sterne, Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & 
Fox P.L.L.C., Washington, DC

Gaby L. Longsworth, Ph.D., Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein 
& Fox P.L.L.C., Washington, DC

2:35 p.m.	 15-Minute Break

2:50 p.m.	 .50 hr

Traps for the Wary: Patent Prosecution 
Pitfalls Around the World
Patent prosecution can be full of surprises, 
sometimes unpleasant. This presentation discusses 
the requirements that may surprise U.S. patent 
practitioners handling applications filed in other 
countries like Canada, Mexico, and Europe, as well 
as ways to avoid unpleasant surprises.

Steve Borgman, Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP, 
Houston, TX

3:20 p.m.	 .50 hr

Litigation Funding

Wendie S. Childress, Westfleet Advisors, Houston, TX 
Brett C. Govett, Norton Rose Fulbright US LLP, 

Dallas, TX

3:50 p.m.	 1.00 hr | .50 hr ethics

Judicial Panel
Gain insight from distinguished District Court 
Judges from across the nation regarding their 
experiences hearing and trying patent cases.

Moderator:
Joseph P. Reid, Perkins Cole LLP, San Diego, CA

Panelists:
Hon. Alan D Albright, U.S. District Court, Western 

District of Texas, Waco, TX
Hon. David Counts, U.S. District Court Western 

District of Texas, Midland, TX
Hon. Leon Schydlower, U.S. District Court Western 

District of Texas, El Paso, TX

4:50 p.m.	 Adjourn to Reception

THANK YOU TO OUR 
NETWORKING RECEPTION SPONSOR

NETWORKING RECEPTION

4:50 p.m. – 5:50 p.m.

Join program faculty and attendees  
for drinks and hors d’oeuvres.

FRIDAY MORNING, NOV. 7, 2025

Presiding Officer: 
Michael P. Adams, Dykema, Austin, TX

8:00 a.m.	 Conference Room Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

8:30 a.m.	 .75 hr ethics

Sanctions and Fee-Shifting in U.S. Patent 
Litigation: Authorities and Mechanics
Sanctions and fee-shifting, or at least the prospects 
thereof, arise frequently in U.S. patent litigation. 
This presentation examines the statutory, case law 
and inherent authorities providing for fee awards in 
various contexts in patent cases (§ 285 exceptional 
case, Rule 11, Rule 37, 28 U.S.C. § 1927, inherent 
authority). Learn the differences and distinctions 
among these authorities, the mechanics of applying 
them, and the situational pros/cons and nuances of 
each.

D. Stuart Bartow, Duane Morris LLP, Wilmington DE, 
and Palo Alto, CA

9:15 a.m.	 1.00 hr

Critical PTAB Developments: Beyond 
Discretionary Denial
While discretionary denial has dominated PTAB 
discussions in 2025, numerous other changes have 
fundamentally transformed PTAB practice, requiring 
practitioners to recalibrate their strategic approach 
to both AIA trials and ex parte appeals. Key 
developments to be discussed include significant 
Federal Circuit decisions narrowing estoppel and 
scrutinizing implicit claim construction, the limits 
on the use of admitted prior art and other general 
knowledge in IPR petitions, the PTAB’s focus on 
reducing the pendency of ex parte appeals, and 
the return to mandatory in-person hearings.

Moderator:
Christopher (Kit) Crumbley, Bracewell, Austin, TX

Panelists:
Jacqueline W. Bonilla, Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & 

Fox PLLC, Washington, DC
Juliet Mitchell Dirba, Smith Baluch LLP, Austin, TX
Alex Yap, Morrison & Foerster LLP, Los Angeles, CA

10:15 a.m.	 15-Minute Break

10:30 a.m.	 1.00 hr

Year in Review
A review of developments in patent law and policy 
at the Federal Circuit and the USPTO.

Joseph Matal, Clear IP, LLC, Washington, DC

11:30 a.m.	 .75 hr

How to Succeed at Appellate Arguments
A frank discussion from seasoned Federal Circuit 
practitioners about what to do, but perhaps more 
importantly what NOT to do, on appeal to best 
position your case for success.

Elizabeth B. Prelogar, Cooley LLP, Washington, DC
Michael Qian, Haynes Boone, LLP, Dallas, TX

12:15 p.m.	 Pick Up Lunch
Included in registration.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer: 
Brian C. Nash, Morrison & Foerster LLP, 
Austin, TX

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

12:35 p.m.	 .75 hr

Emerging IP Issues in Self-Driving 
Transportation

Moderator
David W. O'Brien, Haynes and Boone, LLP, Austin, TX 

Panelists
Chris Storm, Uber, Washington, DC
Ash Zahr, Rivian, Palo Alto, CA

1:20 p.m.	 15-Minute Break

1:35 p.m.	 .75 hr | .25 hr ethics

AI Patent Procurement After Recentive: The 
Case for an Intensive Inventor Interview, a 
Rich Specification, and Focused Claims
In Recentive Analytics, Inc. v. Fox Corp. et al. 
(No. 2023-2437, slip op. April 18, 2025), the Court 
of Appeals for the Federal Circuit affirmed the 
ineligibility of claims essentially wrapping general-
purpose machine-learning claim limitations around 
a known process. Practitioners also face more § 101 
rejections of AI/ML claims. Yet strong AI patents are 
still possible. This explores practical aspects of what 
to ask inventors, what to draft, and what to claim to 
yield survivable AI-based patents, along with the 
USPTO's ethics-based disclosure requirements.

Christopher J. Palermo, Baker Botts, Austin, TX

2:20 p.m.	 1.00 hr | .50 hr ethics

Working in Harmony with In-House Counsel 
in the Digital Era
How to establish and maintain a productive 
relationship with in-house counsel, from the 
integration of AI tools to the ethics of best practices 
in billing and technology familiarity.

Moderator:
Michael Reeder, Blank Rome, Houston, TX

Panelists:
Justin Dillon, Digital.ai, Austin, TX
Jamie Duncan, AMD, Austin, TX

3:20 p.m.	 Adjourn

phone 512.475.6700 ■ www.utcle.org/conferences/PT25/signup ■ fax 512.475.6876

UT Law CLE offers annual subscriptions for 
MCLE On-Demand and our eLibrary

Unlimited Access. Anytime. Anywhere.
Compare options and subscribe at  

www.utcle.org/subscriptions
**Subscriptions do not include registrations  

to live conferences or live webcasts.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
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INSTITUTE FACULTY AND PLANNING COMMITTEE

HEATHER L. FLANAGAN PHD*—
CO-CHAIR 
Fish & Richardson P.C. 
Austin, TX

BRIAN C. NASH*—CO-CHAIR 
Morrison & Foerster LLP 
Austin, TX

KENNETH R. ADAMO 
Law Office of KRAdamo 
Chicago, IL

MICHAEL P. ADAMS* 
Dykema 
Austin, TX

HON. ALAN D ALBRIGHT* 
U.S. District Court, Western District of 
Texas 
Waco, TX

MICHAEL C. BARRETT* 
Cirrus Logic, Inc. 
Austin, TX

D. STUART BARTOW 
Duane Morris LLP 
Wilmington DE, and Palo Alto, CA

JACQUELINE W. BONILLA 
Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & Fox PLLC 
Washington, DC 

STEVE BORGMAN* 
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP 
Houston, TX

CHRISTA BROWN-SANFORD* 
Baker Botts 
Dallas, TX

MEGAN E. BUSSEY 
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP 
New York, NY

WENDIE S. CHILDRESS 
Westfleet Advisors 
Houston, TX 

TAMARA COPELAND* 
Charles River Associates 
Houston, TX

HON. DAVID COUNTS 
U.S. District Court Western District of 
Texas 
Midland, TX

CHRISTOPHER (KIT) CRUMBLEY 
Bracewell 
Austin, TX

JUANITA DELOACH* 
Barnes & Thornburg LLP 
Dallas, TX

JUSTIN DILLON 
Digital.ai 
Austin, TX

JULIET MITCHELL DIRBA 
Smith Baluch LLP 
Austin, TX

JAMIE DUNCAN 
AMD 
Austin, TX

MARK THOMAS GARRETT* 
Norton Rose Fulbright US LLP 
Austin, TX

ROSS SPENCER GARSSON* 
Dickinson Wright PLLC 
Austin, TX

BRETT C. GOVETT 
Norton Rose Fulbright US LLP 
Dallas, TX

BERT A. GREENE* 
Duane Morris LLP 
Austin, TX

HON. AMBER L. HAGY* 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, 
Patent Trial and Appeal Board 
Austin, TX

DANIELLE JOY HEALEY* 
Spencer Fane 
Houston, TX

THOMAS W. KRAUSE 
Former USPTO Solicitor and PTAB 
Director Review Executive 
Alexandria, VA

KEVIN KUDLAC* 
Radulescu LLP 
Austin, TX

WILLIAM L. LAFUZE* 
McKool Smith 
Houston, TX

CHARLES (CHUCK) LARSEN 
McDermott Will & Schulte 
Boston, MA

KAT LI* 
Kirkland & Ellis LLP 
Austin, TX

GABY L. LONGSWORTH, PH.D. 
Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & Fox P.L.L.C. 
Washington, DC

JOSEPH MATAL 
Clear IP, LLC 
Washington, DC

STEPHEN MCBRIDE 
Carmichael IP PLLC 
Tysons, VA

DAVID L. MCCOMBS* 
Haynes Boone, LLP 
Dallas, TX

KEVIN J. MEEK* 
McDermott Will & Schulte 
Austin, TX

DAVID W. O'BRIEN* 
Haynes and Boone, LLP 
Austin, TX

CHRISTOPHER J. PALERMO 
Baker Botts 
Austin, TX

BRIAN PETERMAN* 
Silicon Labs 
Austin, TX

MICHAEL POHL 
Norton Rose Fulbright US LLP 
Austin, TX

ELIZABETH B. PRELOGAR 
Cooley LLP 
Washington, DC

MICHAEL QIAN 
Haynes Boone, LLP 
Dallas, TX

MICHAEL REEDER 
Blank Rome 
Houston, TX 

JOSEPH P. REID 
Perkins Cole LLP 
San Diego, CA

ROBERT RODRIGUEZ* 
AMD 
Austin, TX

KRISTI L. R. SAWERT, PH.D. 
Fish & Richardson P.C. 
Washington, DC

NICK SCHUNEMAN 
McDermott Will & Schulte 
Austin, TX

HON. LEON SCHYDLOWER 
U.S. District Court Western District of 
Texas 
El Paso, TX

CLARKE W. STAVINOHA 
Baker Botts L.L.P. 
Dallas, TX

ROBERT GREENE STERNE 
Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & Fox P.L.L.C. 
Washington, DC

CHRIS STORM 
Uber 
Washington, DC

ANN VALDIVIA* 
USAA 
San Antonio, TX

JOSÉ C. VILLARREAL* 
Baker Botts 
Austin, TX

TRENTON WARD 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP 
Atlanta, GA

SHIRLEY WEBSTER* 
Coherent Economics 
Houston, TX

KEITH E. WITEK* 
Tenstorrent 
Austin, TX

RICHARD L. WYNNE JR.* 
Klemchuk LLP 
Dallas, TX

ALEX YAP 
Morrison & Foerster LLP 
Los Angeles, CA

ASH ZAHR 
Rivian 
Palo Alto, CA

*Planning Committee member



PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY	 PT25

Bar Card #  ❑ TX	 ❑ Other State: 	 ❑ N/A

Name [ Mr. / Ms. ] 

Firm 

Address 

City   State   Zip 

Telephone    Fax 

Registrant’s Email (required) 

Assistant’s Email (optional) 
Invoices, confirmations, and receipts are emailed to these addresses.

EVENT REGISTRATION
Includes Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) in "Your Briefcase." Special group registration rates available. Call 
512.475.6700.

❑ Live, In-Person Event Registration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             $775 | $875 after October 23

❑ Live Webcast Registration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                        $875

Printed and Shipped Binder with Registration (Shipping Included) – Available for order through 
Friday, November 7, 2025
Please note that the printed binder will arrive 2–3 weeks after the conclusion of the live event. Delivery to P.O. boxes is not 
permitted. Binders will not be distributed on-site.

❑ Printed and Shipped Course Binder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      $102.84 ($95*)

Webcast Add-on
Register for the in-person conference and add on the webcast format for attendance flexibility.

❑ Webcast Add-on . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                            $100

	 TOTAL EVENT REGISTRATION $ 

FIRST AND SECOND YEAR ATTORNEYS MAY ATTEND FOR JUST $195! CALL 512.475.6700 TO REGISTER.

POST-CONFERENCE PRODUCTS

eConference –� For Texas and California MCLE Credit
Includes Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) and program video/audio. Available 6-8 weeks after live event. Hours may 
vary depending on actual event runtime and approved content.

❑ Individual eConference . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                          $875

Post-Course Binder –� For Research and Self-Study 
Comprehensive binder with papers and slides, available for delivery 4–6 weeks after live event.

❑ Electronic Post-Course Download (PDF). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   $319.34 ($295*)

❑ Printed Post-Course Binder. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                              $373.46 ($345*)

	 TOTAL POST-CONFERENCE PRODUCTS $ 

METHOD OF PAYMENT

❑ Check (make check payable to The University of Texas at Austin) 

❑ VISA  ❑ MasterCard  ❑ American Express  ❑ P.O. (include a copy of the purchase order upon submission)

Card / P.O. #   CVV #   Exp. Date 
 
/

		 (mm/yy)

Authorized Signature 

* Tax-exempt rate for, e.g., government employees and nonprofits. Include a Texas Sales and Use Tax 
Exemption Certificate with order.

REGISTRATION FORM

phone 512.475.6700 ■ www.utcle.org/conferences/PT25/signup ■ fax 512.475.6876

REGISTRATION BENEFITS

Comprehensive Course Materials: Access 

course materials in "Your Briefcase" 

approximately 48 hours before the live event, 

and enjoy unlimited access to the final, 

complete course materials – downloadable 

PDFs of papers and slides.

Accredited eConference: Complimentary 

access to the eConference – with papers, 

slides, and video – accredited for one year in 

both TX and CA are available in "Your 

Briefcase" 6–8 weeks after the event.

TX MCLE Credit Reporting: UT Law CLE can 

report credit on your behalf directly to the State 

Bar of Texas. Track the Texas MCLE credit 

reported on your behalf at "Your Account" 

after you’ve logged in at www.utcle.org.

TROUBLE LOGGING IN?

A UT Law CLE account is created for 

conference attendees and product customers 

with information provided on the order form. 

An email address will serve as the User Name.

Forget Your Password or Need it Reset? 

Just select “Forgot Password” under “Sign In 

or Join” at www.utcle.org.

Still Need Assistance? Contact customer 

service at 512.475.6700 or service@utcle.org 

during business hours.

HOW TO REGISTER

Online: 
www.utcle.org/conferences/PT25/signup

Mail: 
The University of Texas  

School of Law 
ATTN: CLE 

727 E Dean Keeton St 
Austin, TX 78705

Fax:  
512.475.6876

Questions? 512.475.6700

If you have dietary requirements or would 
like to request accommodations under the 
ADA, please contact Customer Service at 

512.475.6700 or service@utcle.org at least 10 
days prior to the conference.
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PT25

UT Law CLE is committed to  
Practice Excellence.
We are here to support our community. Information and 

updates regarding our in-person conferences and live webcasts 

will be posted at www.utcle.org. 

In addition, we continue to offer multiple educational 

opportunities online—both live and on-demand—by  

bringing practitioners together virtually. We are  

fortunate to serve so many of you who strive for  

excellence in the practice of law.

AUSTIN
November 6–7, 2025

CONFERENCE LOCATION

AT&T Conference Center 
The University of Texas at Austin 

1900 University Avenue 
Austin, TX 78705 

877.744.8822 (reservations)

Special Room Rate: $204 
good through October 6 

reference “UT 2025 Patent Law Institute” 
(subject to availability)

Parking: 
Please visit www.utcle.org/conferences/PT25  

for daily and overnight rates

KEY DATES

October 23, 2025 
Last day for regular registration rates

October 31, 2025 
Last day for full refund cancellation

November 3, 2025 
Last day for partial refund cancellation 

$50 processing fee applied

November 6, 8:15 a.m., CT 
Conference begins

November 7, 2025 
Last day to order a printed and shipped course binder 

with in-person or webcast conference registration.

For more information regarding refunds, 
complaints, and/or program cancellation policies 
please contact Customer Service at 512.475.6700.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

PREMIER SPONSOR

EVENT SPONSORS

Fish & Richardson P.C.

Haynes and Boone, LLP

INSTITUTE SPONSORS

Charles River Associates

Dykema

Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP

McKool Smith


