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THURSDAY MORNING, FEB. 19, 2015

Presiding Officer: 
Michael J. Currie, Texas Classroom 
Teachers Association, Austin, TX

7:30 a.m.	 Registration Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

8:35 a.m.	 Welcoming Remarks

8:45 a.m.	 1.00 hr

Commissioner Decisions Update
An update on Commissioner of Education decisions 
from the past year.

Mark P. Tilley, Texas Association of School Boards, 
Austin, TX

9:45 a.m.	 .75 hr

Update from the Attorney General’s Office
Recent developments in Attorney General opinions, 
open records decisions, AG informal letter rulings, 
and open meetings guidance.

Leticia D. McGowan, Dallas Independent School 
District, Dallas, TX

10:30 a.m.	 Break

10:45 a.m.	 1.00 hr

Student Immigration Issues
In the past year, there has been an unprecedented 
rise in the number of unaccompanied minors 
entering Texas—many of whom may become 
students in Texas public schools while they await 
legal proceedings. Explore the unique questions 
and challenges that arise for school districts as they 
seek to meet their legal obligations to educate all 
students regardless of citizenship status.

Joy S. Baskin, Texas Association of School Boards, 
Austin, TX

Joey W. Moore, Walsh, Anderson, Gallegos,  
Green & Treviño, P.C., Austin, TX

Cynthia Rincón, Fort Bend ISD, Sugar Land, TX

11:45 a.m.	 Lunch On Your Own

THURSDAY AFTERNOON

1:00 p.m.	 .75 hr

20 Years after Leeper, Current Legal Issues 
in Home Schooling
A review of home schooling legal issues since the 
Texas Supreme Court’s landmark Leeper decision, 
including recent court decisions involving parent 
claims against school personnel attempting 
to enforce the compulsory school attendance 
laws, U.S. Department of Education advisories, 
community college admissions and financial aid 
issues, and high school “diploma mill” litigation.

Lisa A. Brown, Thompson & Horton LLP, Houston, TX
S. Anthony Safi, Mounce, Green, Myers, Safi,  

Paxson & Galatzan, P.C., El Paso, TX

1:45 p.m.	 .75 hr

How the Boom-Bust Cycle of the Oil and Gas 
Business Affects Schools
When the oil and gas boom comes, it presents 
schools with numerous challenges, including 
skyrocketing appraisals, the loss of much of the 
revenue to recapture payments to the State, 
residential rents so high that the school is 
compelled to provide housing for new employees, 
rapidly growing enrollment (including students 
whose housing qualifies them as homeless under 
McKinney-Vento), and health and safety issues 
such as roads crowded with speeding commercial 
vehicles.

Russell Wilson, Schulman Lopez & Hoffer LLP,  
San Antonio, TX

2:30 p.m.	 .50 hr

Calculating Full-Time Status under the 
Affordable Care Act
Gain insight into the “look-back/stability period” 
method for determining whether variable hour 
employees, including substitutes, are “full-time” 
for purposes of the Affordable Care Act, penalties 
associated with failing to offer full-time employees 
insurance, and other strategies to ensure 
compliance with the Affordable Care Act’s offer 
requirement.

Cory Rush, Rogers, Morris & Grover, L.L.P.,  
Houston, TX

3:00 p.m.	 Break

3:15 p.m.	 .75 hr

Managing Athletics:  
Hiring and Firing Coaches, and Best 
Practices for Handling Thorny UIL and  
Title IX Compliance Issues
Hear the pros and cons of using dual contracts 
for coaches, as well as how to avoid pitfalls in 
retaining and evaluating coaches. Best practices 
for addressing difficult UIL and Title IX compliance 
issues are also included.

Mark Cousins, PhD, Director of Athletics,  
University Interscholastic League, Austin, TX 

Elneita Hutchins-Taylor, Houston Independent 
School District, Houston, TX

4:00 p.m.	 .50 hr

Records Retention and Destruction
Advising school districts regarding their retention 
and destruction of records is fraught with potential 
pitfalls carrying serious consequences. Review the 
relevant state and federal laws relating to record 
retention, Texas’s retention schedules, the ins and 
outs of litigation holds, and some of the practical 
takeaways for school districts in how they handle, 
retain and properly dispose of their records.

Joe R. Tanguma II, Walsh, Anderson, Gallegos, 
Green & Treviño, P.C., Austin, TX

4:30 p.m.	 .75 hr ethics

Ethical Conduct in Mediations, Grievances 
and Negotiations
Understanding the ethical issues related to 
mediations, grievances and negotiations is 
essential to making those processes as productive 
as possible. Review the applicable ethical 
standards and gain practical advice on getting 
the most benefit from mediations, grievances and 
negotiations.

Derrell A. Coleman, JD, PhD, West & Associates, L.L.P., 
Dallas, TX

5:15 p.m.	A djourn
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This is a great program. The topics are super relevant  

to issues we deal with everyday.

Great conference as always.

Very well done. Excellent presenters and timely topics. 

Great range of important, current and hot topics.

The organization of the event is outstanding and the  

expertise of speakers is very good. The abundance of information 

presented in two days is all very relevant. 

Great program—highly intellectual and the speakers are very engaging.

The conference is well worth the time and money. 

FRIDAY MORNING, FEB. 20, 2015

Presiding Officer: 
Juan J. Cruz, J. Cruz & Associates, LLC, 
Laredo, TX

7:30 a.m.	 Conference Room Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

8:30 a.m.	 1.00 hr

Employment Case Law Update:  
How Retaliation and Rob Lowe Made  
a Comeback
An update of recent employment law cases (don’t 
be like this Rob Lowe).

James E. “Jim” Byrom, Walsh, Anderson, Gallegos, 
Green & Treviño, P.C., Houston, TX

9:30 a.m.	 .75 hr

Cracking the Case:  
School District Relationships with Law 
Enforcement Agencies
A district’s relationship with law enforcement can 
be highly beneficial, yet highly complex. School 
districts can choose from a variety of arrangements, 
and the rules change depending on what choices 
the district makes. A roadmap of the tricky areas 
when dealing with school-based police with 
practical tips for avoiding missteps.

Paul A. Lamp, Rogers, Morris & Grover, L.L.P.,  
Houston, TX

10:15 a.m.	 Break

10:30 a.m.	 .75 hr

What to Expect When She’s Expecting
A review of the EEOC’s Enforcement Guidance on 
Pregnancy Discrimination and Related Issues and a 
discussion of Young vs. UPS, the PDA case currently 
pending before the U.S. Supreme Court.

Elizabeth Poole, Texas State Teachers Association, 
Austin, TX

11:15 a.m.	 .50 hr | .25 hr ethics

FERPA:  
Questions Answered(?) and FPCO Changes
FERPA sometimes raises more questions than it 
answers! Hear the solutions to some frequently-
asked FERPA questions and learn what the Family 
Policy Compliance Office (FPCO) is doing to 
help schools and their lawyers regarding these 
questions.

Thomas E. “Tom” Myers, Brackett & Ellis,  
Fort Worth, TX

11:45 a.m.	 .50 hr

Don’t Let Your #TeacherProblems Go Viral
Hear the dilemmas and dangers that social media 
poses for teachers and other educators. Gain tools 
and tips on how best to address these issues and 
how to prevent problems before they start.

Martha P. Owen, Deats, Durst, Owen & Levy , P.L.L.C., 
Austin, TX

12:15 p.m.	 Pick Up Lunch
Included in registration.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

12:35 p.m.	 1.00 hr ethics

Ethics in Court Papers
An entertaining and informative look at real  
cases in which lawyers got into trouble for 
misquoting, exceeding the page limit, failing to 
cite, plagiarizing, and just plain poor writing. 

Wayne Schiess, The University of Texas School  
of Law, Austin, TX

1:35 p.m.	 Break

1:50 p.m.	 .50 hr

Construction Defects and Contract Breach
Nowhere is it more true than in school construction 
that an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of 
cure. Most serious construction problems can be 
avoided when school districts take control of their 
construction projects. This is only possible when 
you know your own legal obligations and the legal 
obligations of the rest of the construction team. 
Examine some school construction current events, 
and learn simple strategies to keep you and your 
construction projects off this list. 

David P. Hansen, Eichelbaum Wardell Hansen  
Powell & Mehl, P.C., Austin, TX

2:20 p.m.	 .75 hr

Student Travel: “On the Road Again...”
Review the issues related to planning out-of-state 
or international student travel, including what 
law applies, funding from booster clubs, travel-
related contracts, personal and district liability, and 
consideration of travel advisories.

Janet Sobey Bubert, Brackett & Ellis, Fort Worth, TX

3:05 p.m.	 1.00 hr

Who’s in Control? Alternative School  
District Governance Statutes in the Texas 
Education Code
Explore alternative school district governance 
statutes and administrative regulations, including 
specifically those that govern TEA accreditation 
interventions and sanctions, and those that govern 
the adoption of a home-rule school district charter.

Lisa R. McBride, Thompson & Horton LLP,  
Houston, TX

Christopher L. Tritico, Tritico Rainey, PLLC,  
Houston, TX

4:05 p.m.	A djourn

M
C
L
E

This course has been approved for Minimum Continuing 
Legal Education credit by the State Bar of Texas 
Committee on MCLE in the amount of 13.50 hours, of 
which 2.00 credit hours will apply to legal ethics/
professional responsibility credit. The University of Texas 
School of Law is a State Bar of California approved MCLE 
provider (#1944), and an Oklahoma Bar Association 
MCLE presumptively-approved provider (#169).
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planning committee

MICHAEL J. CURRIE—CO-CHAIR 
Texas Classroom Teachers Association 
Austin, TX

JUAN J. CRUZ—CO-CHAIR 
J. Cruz & Associates, LLC 
Laredo, TX

JULIE CHEN ALLEN 
Spring Independent School District 
Houston, TX

JOY S. BASKIN 
Texas Association of School Boards 
Austin, TX

JEFFERSON K. BRIM III 
Brim, Arnett, Robinett & Conners, P.C. 
Austin, TX

VON BYER 
Texas Education Agency 
Austin, TX

SHELLIE HOFFMAN CROW 
Walsh, Anderson, Gallegos,  
  Green & Treviño, P.C. 
Austin, TX

BRYAN P. DAHLBERG 
Schulman Lopez & Hoffer LLP 
San Antonio, TX

DONNA DERRYBERRY 
Association of Texas Professional 
  Educators 
Austin, TX

CHRISTOPHER B. GILBERT 
Thompson & Horton LLP 
Houston, TX

MARK C. GOULET 
Walsh, Anderson, Gallegos,  
  Green & Treviño, P.C. 
Austin, TX

ALLAN STEWART GRAVES 
Adams Lynch & Loftin 
Grapevine, TX

ANDREA SLATER GULLEY 
Underwood Law Firm, P.C. 
Amarillo, TX

WAYNE D. HAGLUND 
Attorney at Law 
Lufkin, TX

JENNIFER L. HALL 
Escamilla & Poneck, LLP 
San Antonio, TX

ROGER D. HEPWORTH 
The Fowler Law Firm 
Austin, TX

ELNEITA HUTCHINS-TAYLOR 
Houston Independent School District 
Houston, TX

WESLEY E. JOHNSON 
Escamilla & Poneck, LLP 
San Antonio, TX

MILES J. LEBLANC 
Houston Independent School District 
Houston, TX

HOLLIS L. LEVY 
The University of Texas School of Law 
Austin, TX

KEVIN F. LUNGWITZ 
The Lungwitz Law Firm, P.C. 
Austin, TX

MARQUETTE M. MARESH 
Walsh, Anderson, Gallegos,  
  Green & Treviño, P.C. 
Austin, TX

MIA M. MARTIN 
Richardson Independent School District 
Richardson, TX

LETICIA D. MCGOWAN 
Dallas Independent School District 
Dallas, TX

MARI M. MCGOWAN 
Abernathy, Roeder, Boyd & Joplin, P.C. 
McKinney, TX

CHERYL T. MEHL 
Eichelbaum Wardell Hansen  
  Powell & Mehl, P.C. 
Austin, TX

JOEY W. MOORE 
Walsh, Anderson, Gallegos,  
  Green & Treviño, P.C. 
Austin, TX

THOMAS E. “TOM” MYERS 
Brackett & Ellis 
Fort Worth, TX

ELIZABETH POOLE 
Texas State Teachers Association 
Austin, TX

S. ANTHONY SAFI 
Mounce, Green, Myers, Safi,  
  Paxson & Galatzan, P.C. 
El Paso, TX

MERRI SCHNEIDER-VOGEL 
Thompson & Horton LLP 
Houston, TX

MARNEY COLLINS SIMS 
Cypress-Fairbanks ISD 
Houston, TX

ELLEN H. SPALDING 
Rogers, Morris & Grover, L.L.P. 
Houston, TX

FRED A. STORMER III 
Underwood Law Firm, P.C. 
Amarillo, TX

MARK P. TILLEY 
Texas Association of School Boards 
Austin, TX

HOLLY BOYD WARDELL 
Eichelbaum Wardell Hansen  
  Powell & Mehl, P.C. 
Austin, TX
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JAMES E. “JIM” BYROM 
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  Green & Treviño, P.C. 
Houston, TX

DERRELL A. COLEMAN, JD, PHD 
West & Associates, L.L.P. 
Dallas, TX

MARK COUSINS, PHD 
Director of Athletics, University 
  Interscholastic League 
Austin, TX 

DAVID P. HANSEN 
Eichelbaum Wardell Hansen  
  Powell & Mehl, P.C. 
Austin, TX

ELNEITA HUTCHINS-TAYLOR 
Houston Independent School District 
Houston, TX

PAUL A. LAMP 
Rogers, Morris & Grover, L.L.P. 
Houston, TX

LISA R. MCBRIDE 
Thompson & Horton LLP 
Houston, TX

LETICIA D. MCGOWAN 
Dallas Independent School District 
Dallas, TX

JOEY W. MOORE 
Walsh, Anderson, Gallegos,  
  Green & Treviño, P.C. 
Austin, TX

THOMAS E. “TOM” MYERS 
Brackett & Ellis 
Fort Worth, TX

 MARTHA P. OWEN 
Deats, Durst, Owen & Levy, P.L.L.C. 
Austin, TX

ELIZABETH POOLE 
Texas State Teachers Association 
Austin, TX

CYNTHIA RINCÓN 
Fort Bend ISD 
Sugar Land, TX

CORY RUSH 
Rogers, Morris & Grover, L.L.P. 
Houston, TX

S. ANTHONY SAFI 
Mounce, Green, Myers, Safi,  
  Paxson & Galatzan, P.C. 
El Paso, TX

WAYNE SCHIESS 
The University of Texas School of Law 
Austin, TX

JOE R. TANGUMA II 
Walsh, Anderson, Gallegos,  
  Green & Treviño, P.C. 
Austin, TX

MARK P. TILLEY 
Texas Association of School Boards 
Austin, TX

CHRISTOPHER L. TRITICO 
Tritico Rainey, PLLC 
Houston, TX

RUSSELL WILSON 
Schulman Lopez & Hoffer LLP 
San Antonio, TX
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Registration Benefits

Before the Conference: Access course materials—
downloadable PDFs of papers and slides—and 
speaker and attendee roster in Your Briefcase  
48 hours before the conference.

After the Conference: Unlimited access to final, 
complete course materials—downloadable PDFs 
of papers and slides—in Your Briefcase.

Bonus eCourses: Complimentary 180-day access 
to Bonus eCourses—with papers, slides, and 
audio—for CLE credit you may have missed at the 
conference. Available in Your Briefcase 6–8 weeks 
after the conference.

TX MCLE Credit Reporting: UT Law CLE can 
report credit on your behalf directly to the State 
Bar of Texas. Track your Texas MCLE credit claimed 
and reported through UT Law CLE in Your Account.

Your Account: Create Your Account online at 
www.utcle.org. Your UT Law CLE Account is 
created for you as a first-time conference 
registrant (mail and fax registrations) with the 
email address you provide.

In-House and 
ConferenceComplete 

Materials

In-House

Bring School Law in-house. Audio presentations and 
written materials for learning with your colleagues—
for Texas MCLE credit. We manage the accreditation 
process from approval to reporting. Custom 
packages available.

ConferenceComplete Materials 

Comprehensive Binder and Audio products from the 
live conference—for research and self-study. 
Available for download and shipping. 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY	 SL15

Bar Card#  ❑ TX	 ❑ Other State: 	 ❑ N/A

Name [ Mr. / Ms. ] 

Firm 

Address 

City   State   Zip 

Telephone    Fax 

Registrant’s Email (required) 

Assistant’s Email (optional) 

Invoices, confirmations and receipts are emailed to these addresses.

REGISTRATION—�Includes Course Materials and Friday Luncheon Presentation
Special group registration rates available. Call 512.475.6700. 

1. Select Registration Type 
	I ndividual

	 ❑ Registration by Wednesday, February 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                           $495

	 ❑ Registration after Wednesday, February 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         $545

	S chool District Employee

	 ❑ Registration by Wednesday, February 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                           $395

	 ❑ Registration after Wednesday, February 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         $445

	S tate Employee

	 ❑ Registration by Wednesday, February 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                           $395

	 ❑ Registration after Wednesday, February 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         $445

2. Select Course Materials Format

	 ❑ Electronic Course Binder on USB Key ONLY

	 ❑ Printed Course Binder ONLY

IN-HOUSE—�For Texas MCLE Credit
ConferenceComplete package includes Audio CD Set plus a Printed Binder and MCLE Reporting Form for each participant.
Available for delivery 3–5 weeks after conference date. Shipping included.

	 ❑ In-House for 2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                                  $850

	    Additional participant(s) for $275 each. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                $ 

CONFERENCEcomplete materials†—�For Research and Self-Study 
Comprehensive Binder and Audio products from the live conference.  
Available for delivery 3–5 weeks after conference date. Shipping included.

	 ❑ eBinder Download (PDF). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                         $225

	 ❑ Printed Binder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                                 $275

	 ❑ Audio Download (MP3). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                          $175

	 ❑ Audio CD Set. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                                  $225

†Texas customers—add 8.25% sales tax or include an Exemption Certificate. . . . . . . . . .         $ 
Sales tax will be invoiced separately on taxable orders for which payment does not include tax.

	TOTA L $ 

METHOD OF PAYMENT

	 ❑ Check (make check payable to The University of Texas at Austin) 

	 ❑ VISA  ❑ MasterCard  ❑ American Express  ❑ P.O.

Card /P.O. #    Exp. Date 
 
/

		 (mm/yy)

Authorized Signature 

HOW TO REGISTER

Online:
www.utcle.org/conferences/SL15

Mail:
The University of Texas  

School of Law 
Attn. Registration 

PO Box 7759 
Austin, TX 78713-7759

Fax: 
512.475.6876

Questions? 512.475.6700 

Dietary requirements or Accessibility needs?
Call 512.475.6700 or email service@utcle.org
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CONFERENCE LOCATION

Renaissance Hotel 
9721 Arboretum Boulevard 

Austin, Texas 
512.343.2626

Special Room Rate: $179 
good through January 21, 2015 
reference “UT Law School Law”  

(subject to availability)

Parking: 
Complimentary self-parking 

$16 daily valet; $20 overnight valet 
(subject to change)

KEY DATES

February 11, 2015
last day for early registration 
add $50 for registrations 
received after this time

February 13, 2015 
last day for cancellation (full refund)

February 16, 2015 
last day for cancellation (partial refund) 

$50 processing fee applied

February 19, 2015, 8:35 a.m. 
Conference begins

REASONS TO ATTEND school law

UT Law’s 30th Annual School Law Conference is the definitive program for school 

administrators, school board members, education professionals, and the legal counsel  

who represent them. Presentations offer in-depth, practical discussion of the legal and 

regulatory issues affecting schools and school districts, and provide a must-have set of 

materials and resources. 

	 ·	�Mark P. Tilley, Texas Association of School Boards, provides an update on 

Commissioner of Education decisions from the past year, and Leticia D. McGowan, 

Dallas Independent School District, discusses recent developments coming from the 

Attorney General’s office

	 ·	�Explore the challenges that arise for school districts regarding immigrant students and 

the legal obligation to educate all students, and examine the issues related to planning 

out-of-state and international student travel

	 ·	�Review home schooling current legal issues that have arisen since the Texas Supreme 

Court’s landmark Leeper decision

	 ·	�Russell Wilson, Schulman Lopez & Hoffer LLP and Judge-Elect of the 218th District 

Court, presents How the Boom-Bust Cycle of the Oil and Gas Business Affects Schools

	 ·	�Learn best practices to address difficult UIL and Title IX compliance issues as well as 

tips for managing athletics when it comes to employing coaches

	 ·	�Explore school personnel issues such as school district relationships with law 

enforcement agencies, pregnancy discrimination, and the dilemmas and dangers that 

social media poses for teachers and other educators

	 ·	�Wayne Schiess, Senior Lecturer and Director of The David J. Beck Center for Legal 

Research, Writing, and Appellate Advocacy, The University of Texas School of Law, 

presents Ethics in Court Papers, an entertaining and informative presentation of real 

cases in which lawyers got into trouble for poor writing


