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12TH ANNUAL CHANGES AND TRENDS AFFECTING 

SPECIAL NEEDS TRUSTS
February 4–5, 2016 ■ Radisson Hotel and Suites Downtown ■ Austin, Texas

Earn up to 14.00 Hours of Credit Including 2.50 Hours of Ethics Credit, and 16.50 Hours of CPE Credit (NASBA) 

THURSDAY MORNING, FEB. 4, 2016

Presiding Officer: 
Patricia F. Sitchler, The Law Office of 
Patricia Flora Sitchler, San Antonio, TX

9:30 a.m. Registration Opens
Includes light refreshments.

10:20 a.m. Welcoming Remarks

10:30 a.m. 1.00 hr

How to Make a Trust a Special Needs Trust
Learn what is required for a trust to be a “special 
needs trust,” what clauses are important to include 
in the trust document, and which standard clauses 
should be left out.

Craig C. Reaves, Reaves Law Firm, P.C.,  
Kansas City, MO

11:30 a.m. 1.00 hr | .50 hr ethics

Maximizing Public Benefits
The fundamental rules and professional 
responsibilities every special needs attorney and 
trust officer should understand to protect eligibility 
of a trust beneficiary for SSI and Medicaid; an 
update on recent SSI developments with a focus on 
trust policy; and an introduction to other important 
means-tested benefits.

H. Clyde Farrell, Farrell & Pak PLLC, Austin, TX
Christina Lesher, The Law Office of Christina Lesher, PC, 

Houston, TX

12:30 p.m. Pick Up Lunch
Included in registration.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON

 LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

12:50 p.m. .75 hr

Case Law Update
A review of significant cases from the past year, 
including trends represented in those cases and 
suggestions for attorneys working with special 
needs clients.

Rebecca C. Morgan, Stetson University College of 
Law, Gulfport, FL

Elisa Dillard Rainey, Rainey & Rainey, Attorneys at 
Law LP, Waco, TX

1:35 p.m. Break

1:50 p.m. .50 hr

Medicaid Planning for Kids
Examine Medicaid benefits available to children 
with disabilities and to children of needy families, 
learn planning techniques that can be implemented 
to protect both types of Medicaid benefits, and 
evaluate possible trust distributions with a focus on 
providing the highest quality of life for these little 
ones.

Christina Lesher, The Law Office of Christina Lesher, PC, 
Houston, TX

2:20 p.m. .50 hr

Texas Health and Human Services 
Commission Update
A discussion of current issues and trends from the 
Texas Health and Human Services Commission.

Shari L. Nichols, Texas Health and Human Services 
Commission, Austin, TX

2:50 p.m. .75 hr | .25 hr ethics

The 3 As: Accessible, Affordable, and 
Available Healthcare Resources
Blending choice, private, public, and community 
resources into obtaining healthcare for our clients 
continues to be a daunting set of tasks and 
changes regularly. Explore some examples of the 
choices clients must make to obtain and maintain 
their health from the attorney, trustee, and care 
manager perspectives.

Leah Cohen, arrangeCARE, Austin, TX
Anna María Méndez, Cadence Bank, Austin, TX
Tresi Moore Weeks, The Weeks Law Firm, Plano, TX

3:35 p.m. Break

3:45 p.m. 1.00 hr

Working with SSA and the Regional Trust 
Reviewer Teams
Hear representatives of SSA’s Regional Trust 
Reviewer Team walk through the process of Initial 
Trust Review and subsequent reviews, identify key 
players and their roles during the process, and take 
you through the steps to request reopening prior 
to formal appeal. Plus, gain insight into Regional 
Counsel Opinions on amending trusts, including 
some of the most common mistakes reviewers see.

Moderator:
Pi-Yi Mayo, Law Office of Pi-Yi Mayo, Baytown, TX

Speakers:
Amanda Flood, U.S. Social Security Administration, 

Dallas, TX
Dana Marquez, U.S. Social Security Administration, 

Dallas, TX

4:45 p.m. Break

5:00 p.m. .75 hr

Special Needs Trusts and the New SSA Trust 
Review Procedures
We may have gotten more than expected when we 
asked the SSA to better train their representatives 
to review special needs trusts. Old trusts that 
have previously passed review are now being 
retroactively rejected, and every detail of the 
creation, funding, and administration of an old or 
new trust must pass strict and sometimes redefined 
SSA policy interpretations for compliance. In 
addition, the agency is often not telling us why 
the trusts are rejected nor how they can be cured. 
Gain insight into the current state of the advocates’ 
concerns, what to expect, and how best to handle 
the trust review process.

Neal Winston, Winston Law Group, LLC,  
Somerville, MA

5:45 p.m. Adjourn to Reception

THANK YOU TO OUR 
RECEPTION SPONSOR

5:45 p.m. – 6:45 p.m.

Join us for drinks and hors d’oeuvres 

with program faculty and attendees.

http://www.utcle.org
http://www.utcle.org
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FRIDAY MORNING, FEB. 5, 2016

Presiding Officer: 
Peyton Taylor, Texas Bankers 
Association, Austin, TX

7:30 a.m. Conference Room Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

8:00 a.m. .50 hr

Supported Decision-Making:  
What the New Law Could Mean for  
Your Clients
A look at recently enacted Texas Estates Code 
Chapter 1357, the Supported Decision-Making 
Agreement Act, with a discussion of the potential 
benefits as well as the possible concerns or risks 
that the law introduces.

Tresi Moore Weeks, The Weeks Law Firm, Plano, TX
Renée C. Lovelace, The Lovelace Law Firm, P.C., 

Austin, TX

8:30 a.m. .75 hr

Legislative Update:  
The New Landscape in Texas
Legislative update, focusing on developments 
directly affecting trusts and trustees.

Craig Hopper, Hopper Mikeska, PLLC, Austin, TX

9:15 a.m. .75 hr

Special Needs Trusts and Tax Planning
Review the income, gift, and estate tax rules that 
impact first-party and third-party special needs 
trusts, paying particular attention to the Grantor 
Trust income tax rules, qualified disability trust 
rules, and designating a first and third-party SNT 
as a beneficiary of a qualified retirement account.

Bradley J. Frigon, Law Offices of Bradley J. Frigon, 
Englewood, CO

10:00 a.m. .50 hr | .25 hr ethics

IRAs and SNTs:  
From the Ground Up
Easing into tax issues, understand the differences 
between “designated” and “mere” beneficiaries, 
as well as SNT options.

Renée C. Lovelace, The Lovelace Law Firm, P.C., 
Austin, TX

10:30 a.m. Break

10:45 a.m. .75 hr

The Texas ABLE Act:  
What You Need to Know
Explore the ABLE Act with illustrations on useful 
opportunities to combine this type of savings tool 
with an SNT. Review the recently passed Texas 
ABLE Act statute with a focus on the opportunities 
for SNT practitioners to educate their communities 
on the need for, and the range of, additional 
estate planning vehicles. Lastly, in light of the 
Texas ABLE Act providing SNT practitioners with 
an unprecedented opportunity to collaborate 
with key disability organizations in Texas on 
practical implementation and policy issues, hear 
from a staff member of one of Texas’s largest and 
oldest cross-disability organizations—available 
to answer questions and to provide practitioners 
with guidance and opportunities for disability 
community involvement.

Stephen W. Dale, The Dale Law Firm, PC,  
Pacheco, CA

Chris Masey, Coalition of Texans with Disabilities, 
Austin, TX

11:30 a.m. .75 hr

Veterans’ Benefits and SNTs
Explore the elaborate system for the award and 
review of veterans’ benefits under Title 38 of 
the United States Code and discover how the 
availability of such benefits ties into planning for 
the disabled client, including the use of SNTs.

Michael P. Allen, Stetson University College of Law, 
Gulfport, FL

12:15 p.m. Pick Up Lunch
Included in registration.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer: 
Renée C. Lovelace, The Lovelace Law 
Firm, P.C., Austin, TX

 LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

12:35 p.m. 1.00 hr | .50 hr ethics

Hindsight is 20/20:  
Getting Families to Spend More Time 
Planning Ahead
Denying a request for a distribution is one of the 
hardest things that counsel and trustees of SNTs 
deal with regularly. Explore the value of creating 
a plan (ideally) before the trust is funded—both to 
manage expectations of the beneficiary and family 
members, and to avoid unpleasant surprises—
and consider strategies for motivating long-term 
planning for a beneficiary of a third-party trust 
that will not be funded immediately, usually, in 
estate planning for the parent(s) of a person with 
a disability.

Moderator:
Stephen W. Dale, The Dale Law Firm, PC,  

Pacheco, CA

Panelists:
Matthew J. Badders, Frost Bank, San Antonio, TX
H. Clyde Farrell, Farrell & Pak PLLC, Austin, TX
Nancy Sosa, Cadence Bank, Austin, TX
Scott Stebler, Stebler & Sulak, PLLC, Austin, TX

1:35 p.m. Break

ACCREDITATION 

CLE CREDIT
This course has been approved for Minimum Continuing Legal Education credit by the State Bar of 
Texas Committee on MCLE in the amount of 14.00 hours, of which 2.50 credit hours will apply to legal 
ethics/professional responsibility credit. 

Texas Legal Specialization Credit Approved for Estate Planning and Probate Law, and Tax Law. 

The University of Texas School of Law is a State Bar of California approved MCLE provider (#1944), 
and an Oklahoma Bar Association MCLE presumptively approved provider (#169).

CPE CREDIT
The University of Texas School of Law is registered with the National Association of State Boards of 
Accountancy (NASBA) as a sponsor of continuing professional education on the National Registry 
of CPE Sponsors. State boards of accountancy have final authority on the acceptance of individual 
courses for CPE credit. Complaints regarding registered sponsors may be submitted to the National 
Registry of CPE Sponsors through its website: www.learningmarket.org.

Earn up to 16.50 credits in Specialized Knowledge and Applications.

Delivery Method: Group-Live 
Program Level: Overview 
Advance Preparation: None

CFP CREDIT
Certified Financial Planner (CFP) CE Credit approval expected.

http://www.utcle.org
http://www.learningmarket.org
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CONFERENCE FACULTY AND PLANNING COMMITTEE

RENÉE C. LOVELACE*—CO-CHAIR 
The Lovelace Law Firm, P.C. 
Austin, TX

PATRICIA F. SITCHLER*—CO-CHAIR 
The Law Office of Patricia Flora 
 Sitchler 
San Antonio, TX

MICHAEL P. ALLEN 
Stetson University College of Law 
Gulfport, FL

MATTHEW J. BADDERS 
Frost Bank 
San Antonio, TX

KATHERINE N. BARR 
Sirote & Permutt, P.C. 
Birmingham, AL

ASHLEE BENNETT* 
Texas Bankers Association 
Austin, TX

LEAH COHEN* 
arrangeCARE 
Austin, TX

STEPHEN W. DALE* 
The Dale Law Firm, PC 
Pacheco, CA

RANDY DREWETT* 
Attorney at Law 
Beaumont, TX

H. CLYDE FARRELL* 
Farrell & Pak PLLC 
Austin, TX

AMANDA FLOOD 
U.S. Social Security Administration 
Dallas, TX

BRADLEY J. FRIGON 
Law Offices of Bradley J. Frigon 
Englewood, CO

CRAIG HOPPER 
Hopper Mikeska, PLLC 
Austin, TX

MARY ALICE JACKSON* 
Mary Alice Jackson, P.C. 
Austin, TX

JOANNA JEFFERSON* 
The University of Texas 
 School of Law 
Austin, TX

CHRISTINA LESHER* 
The Law Office of Christina 
 Lesher, PC 
Houston, TX

DANA MARQUEZ 
U.S. Social Security Administration 
Dallas, TX

CHRIS MASEY 
Coalition of Texans with 
 Disabilities 
Austin, TX

PI-YI MAYO* 
Law Office of Pi-Yi Mayo 
Baytown, TX

ANNA MARÍA MÉNDEZ 
Cadence Bank 
Austin, TX

REBECCA C. MORGAN 
Stetson University College of Law 
Gulfport, FL

SHARI L. NICHOLS 
Texas Health and Human Services 
 Commission 
Austin, TX

KRISTEN PORTER* 
Kristen Quinney Porter, LLC 
New Braunfels, TX

ELISA DILLARD RAINEY 
Rainey & Rainey, Attorneys at  
 Law LP 
Waco, TX

CRAIG C. REAVES 
Reaves Law Firm, P.C. 
Kansas City, MO

NANCY SOSA* 
Cadence Bank 
Austin, TX

SCOTT STEBLER 
Stebler & Sulak, PLLC 
Austin, TX

PEYTON TAYLOR* 
Texas Bankers Association 
Austin, TX

TRESI MOORE WEEKS* 
The Weeks Law Firm 
Plano, TX

NEAL WINSTON 
Winston Law Group, LLC 
Somerville, MA

WESLEY E. WRIGHT* 
Wright Abshire, Attorneys 
Bellaire, TX

*Planning Committee Member 

REASONS TO ATTEND  SPECIAL NEEDS TRUSTS

 ■ A special presentation from the Social Security Administration’s Regional Trust 
Review Team with must-have insight on the review process and opinions on amending 
trusts; plus Neal Winston with advice and tips for practitioners in handling the trust 
review process

 ■ Updates on recent Texas legislation, including the possible impacts of the new 
Supported Decision-Making Agreement Act, and exploration of the Texas ABLE Act 
with Stephen W. Dale

 ■ A review of special needs trusts basics, including essential drafting tips and clauses 
from Craig C. Reaves; and the fundamental rules for protecting your client’s eligibility 
for SSI and Medicaid

 ■ Issues and trends from the Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC) 

 ■ Discussion on SNTs and tax planning, plus specific guidance on IRAs and SNTs

 ■ An exploration of veterans’ benefits and their impact on SNT planning

 ■ An in-depth look at the value of consulting with an SNT attorney in winding  
up  PI litigation to preserve benefits and avoid unintended consequences with  
Patricia F. Sitchler

1:50 p.m. 1.00 hr

Paying Caregivers
Consider the decisions and details involved when 
a special needs trust employs caregivers for the 
beneficiary. Issues discussed include hiring a 
family member, deciding whether the caregiver 
is an independent contractor or an employee, 
withholding of FICA and income taxes, worker’s 
compensation and unemployment taxes, and 
establishing a formal Caregiver Employment 
Agreement.

Katherine N. Barr, Sirote & Permutt, P.C.,  
Birmingham, AL

Scott Stebler, Stebler & Sulak, PLLC, Austin, TX

2:50 p.m. .75 hr

A Key Player in Winding Up Litigation:  
The SNT Attorney
Understand the value of consulting with an SNT 
attorney who works with the personal injury 
attorney and their clients—explaining the breadth 
of supplemental security income and Medicaid 
benefits, the value of an SNT, potential Medicare 
set-asides, and structured settlement annuities—
in order to avoid unintended consequences and 
potential loss of government benefits.

Patricia F. Sitchler, The Law Office of Patricia Flora 
Sitchler, San Antonio, TX

3:35 p.m. 1.00 hr ethics

“Yes, I Am Your Client!”:  
Ethical Issues in SNT Planning
The most important issue for special needs 
attorneys is not “who is my client,” but to recognize 
“who thinks he is my client.” Timing is a key 
component to the mix. Explore the questions to ask 
yourself and other parties when accepting a new 
special needs matter.

Mary Alice Jackson, Mary Alice Jackson, P.C.,  
Austin, TX

4:35 p.m. Adjourn

ABOUT THE COVER 

Cheerios Heroicus Sublimus, 32.5” x 38”, 
mixed media collage of law books, packaging 

and acrylic, is by Philip Durst.  
For more information, visit  

davisgalleryaustin.com/artists.durst.html.

http://www.utcle.org
http://davisgalleryaustin.com/artists.durst.html
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PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY SN16

Bar Card#  ❑ TX ❑ Other State:  ❑ N/A

Name [ Mr. / Ms. ] 

Firm 

Address 

City   State   Zip 

Telephone    Fax 

Registrant’s Email (required) 

Assistant’s Email (optional) 

Invoices, confirmations and receipts are emailed to these addresses.

REGISTRATION— Includes Course Materials, Thursday and Friday Luncheon Presentations and 
Thursday Evening Networking Reception 
Special group registration rates available. Call 512.475.6700.

1. Select Registration Type

	 ❑ Individual registration by January 27 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $475

	 ❑ Individual registration after January 27 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $525

2. Select Course Materials Format

	 ❑ Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) ONLY

	 ❑ Printed Course Binder ONLY (available through January 27)

IN-HOUSE— For Texas MCLE Credit
ConferenceComplete package includes Audio CD Set plus a Printed Binder and MCLE Reporting Form for each participant.
Available for delivery 3–5 weeks after conference date. Shipping included.

	 ❑ In-House for 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $850

	 	  Additional participant(s) for $275 each . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 

CONFERENCECOMPLETE MATERIALS†— For Research and Self-Study 
Comprehensive Binder and Audio products from the live conference.  
Available for delivery 3–5 weeks after conference date. Shipping included.

	 ❑ eBinder Download (PDF) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $225

	 ❑ Printed Binder  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $275

	 ❑ Audio Download (MP3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $175

	 ❑ Audio CD Set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $225

†Texas customers—add 8.25% sales tax or include an Exemption Certificate . . . . . . . . . $ 
Sales tax will be invoiced separately on taxable orders for which payment does not include tax.

 TOTAL $ 

METHOD OF PAYMENT

	 ❑ Check (make check payable to The University of Texas at Austin) 

	 ❑ VISA ❑ MasterCard ❑ American Express ❑ P.O.

Card /P.O. #    Exp. Date 
 
/

  (mm/yy)

Authorized Signature 

HOW TO REGISTER

Online:
www.utcle.org/conferences/SN16

Mail:
The University of Texas  

School of Law 
Attn. CLE 

PO Box 7759 
Austin, TX 78713-7759

Fax: 
512.475.6876

Questions? 512.475.6700 

Dietary requirements or Accessibility needs?
Call 512.475.6700 or email service@utcle.org

REGISTRATION BENEFITS

Before the Conference: Access course materials—
downloadable PDFs of papers and slides—and 
speaker and attendee roster in Your Briefcase  
48 hours before the conference.

After the Conference: Unlimited access to final, 
complete course materials—downloadable PDFs 
of papers and slides—in Your Briefcase.

Bonus eCourses: Complimentary 180-day access 
to Bonus eCourses—with papers, slides, and 
audio—for CLE credit (TX, CA) you may have 
missed at the conference. Available in Your 
Briefcase 6–8 weeks after the conference.

TX MCLE Credit Reporting: UT Law CLE can 
report credit on your behalf directly to the State 
Bar of Texas. Track your Texas MCLE credit claimed 
and reported through UT Law CLE in Your Account.

Your Account: Activate Your Account online at 
www.utcle.org. Your UT Law CLE Account is 
created for you as a first-time conference 
registrant (mail and fax registrations) with the 
email address you provide.

IN-HOUSE AND 
CONFERENCECOMPLETE 

MATERIALS

In-House

Bring Special Needs Trusts in-house. Audio 
presentations and written materials for learning with 
your colleagues—for Texas MCLE credit. We 
manage the accreditation process from approval to 
reporting. Custom packages available.

ConferenceComplete Materials 

Comprehensive Binder and Audio products from the 
live conference—for research and self-study. 
Available for download and shipping. 

http://www.utcle.org
http://participant.Available
http://participant.Available
http://www.utcle.org/conferences/SN
mailto:service@utcle.org
http://www.utcle.org
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Visit
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Follow
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AUSTIN
February 4–5, 2016

CONFERENCE LOCATION

Radisson Hotel and Suites - Downtown 
111 E. Cesar Chavez Street 

Austin, TX 
512.478.9611

Special Room Rate: $189 
good through January 4, 2016 

reference “UT Law” 
(subject to availability)

Parking: 
$3 daily self-parking; $26 valet 

$8 overnight self-parking 
(subject to change)

KEY DATES

January 27, 2016
last day for early registration 
add $50 for registrations 
received after this time

January 29, 2016 
last day for cancellation (full refund)

February 1, 2016 
last day for cancellation (partial refund) 

$50 processing fee applied

February 4, 2016, 10:20 a.m. 
Conference begins

WEALTH MANAGEMENT AND TRUST, a division of the Texas 

Bankers Association, is a one-of-a-kind organization dedicated to 

serving the unique needs of wealth management, trust and estate 

planning organizations and professionals. We offer a diverse menu of 

continuing education events such as our Annual Conference (April 6–8, 

San Antonio), and our Advanced Trust Forum (October, San Antonio). 

We also offer news, professional reference publications and advocacy 

products and services. To learn more about us or to become an associate 

member, please visit our website: www.texasbankers.com/trust

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

SPEAKERS’ DINNER SPONSOR

cadencebank.com

RECEPTION SPONSOR

frostbank.com

SPONSOR

anbtx.com

WiFi

Cumberland Trust and Investment Company, Inc.

cumberlandtrust.com
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mailto:service@utcle.org
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