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Are you a 1st or 2nd year attorney? Attend 
most UT Law CLE conferences for just $150! 

Call 512.475.6700 to register.

THURSDAY MORNING, FEB. 9, 2023

Presiding Officer: 
Elisa Dillard Rainey, Rainey & Rainey, 
Attorneys at Law LP, Waco, TX

8:00 a.m. Registration and  
 Exhibit Hall Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

8:35 a.m. Welcoming Remarks

8:45 a.m. 1.00 hr

Special Needs Trusts 101: The Basics
An overview of the basics of special needs trusts and 
public benefits including selection of appropriate 
trust option, pitfalls to avoid and case examples. 

Molly Dear Abshire, Wright Abshire Attorneys, P.C., 
Bellaire, TX

9:45 a.m. .75 hr | .25 hr ethics

Redlining the Basics of a SNT
Dissect a basic third party SNT to highlight the 
various provisions and boilerplate language that 
make the SNT a unique animal in the special needs 
planning ecosystem.

Benecia Flores, Petrosewicz Law Firm, P.C., 
Richmond, TX

John B. Henry III, Law Office of John B. Henry, III, 
PLLC, Bellaire, TX

10:30 a.m. 15-Minute Break

10:45 a.m. 1.00 hr | .25 hr ethics

Maximizing Public Benefits
Review the basics of SSI, Medicaid and other disability 
benefits that trustees must know and protect; and 
catch up on recent changes and trends affecting 
trust beneficiaries who depend on those benefits.

H. Clyde Farrell, Farrell & Johnson PLLC, Austin, TX
Christina Lesher, The Law Office of Christina Lesher, 

PC, Houston, TX

11:45 a.m. .50 hr

What Happens When the Public Health 
Emergency Ends?
An overview of what to expect when the COVID-19 
public health emergency ends, from the best 
practices in protecting clients currently receiving 
benefits to the anticipated new redesign of 
available resources.

Marilyn G. Miller, Marilyn G. Miller, Attorney at Law, 
Dripping Springs, TX

12:15 p.m. Pick Up Lunch
Included in registration.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer: 
Chris Klemme, Happy State Bank and 
Trust Co., Addison, TX

THANK YOU TO OUR  
LUNCHEON SPONSOR

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

12:45 p.m. .50 hr

Building Your Professional Library—30 
Resources in 30 Minutes
There are a number of resources that special needs 
planning attorneys can use to stay on top of recent 
developments, to help with business development, 
and for support with staffing and operating a law 
practice. Gain insight into resources in the legal, 
business development and practice management 
areas that may be helpful for building and growing 
a special needs planning practice.

Bryn A. Poland, Mayo & Poland PLLC, Baytown, TX

1:15 p.m. 15-Minute Break

1:30 p.m. .75 hr

Texas Guardianship (1301 & 1302) and Trial 
Court-Created (142) Trusts
Discuss Court Created Trust Road Map: 1301, 142, 
and the speed bumps along the way.

Beth Owens, American National Bank & Trust, 
Houston, TX

2:15 p.m. .75 hr

IRA Administration for SNTs
A vast amount of wealth in the United States resides 
in qualified plans and IRAs. Thanks to unique 
provisions for people with disabilities created by 
the SECURE Act, SNT trustees have an amazing 
opportunity to manage inherited IRAs for their 
beneficiaries, potentially extending the longevity 
of a beneficiary's trust resources and avoiding 
onerous tax consequences. Illustrate how attorneys 
can best counsel trustees administering IRAs 
for SNTs. IRA funding, decedent complications, 
IRS deadlines, tax consequences, and Required 
Minimum Distributions will be reviewed, including 
a thorough assessment of SECURE Act regulations. 

Stephen W. Dale, The Dale Law Firm, PC, Pacheco, CA
Peter J. Wall, True Link Financial, Denver, CO

3:00 p.m. 15-Minute Break

3:15 p.m. 1.00 hr ethics

Protecting Individual Trustees Who Protect 
Beneficiaries
Trustee service should be carefully considered 
in advance of accepting such a role. We live in a 
very contentious and litigious society, and trustee 
service leads to fiduciary responsibilities and 
corresponding liability concerns. Explore fiduciary 
duties and related liability concerns for trustees 
(both individual and corporate), as well as best 
(suggested) practices for individual trustees 
seeking to minimize risk.  

W. Cameron McCulloch Jr., Kean Miller LLP,  
Houston, TX

Nancy Sosa, Cadence Bank, Austin, TX
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Earn up to 13.75 Hours of Credit, Including 3.00 Hours of Ethics Credit

MCLE Credit Approved in TX, CA, OK and PA (Hours Vary by Jurisdiction)

Legal Specialization (TBLS) Credit Approved for Estate Planning and Probate Law, and Tax Law

Earn up to 14.00 Hours of TX Accounting CPE Credit; NASBA Credit Approved (in-person format only); CTFA Credit Expected

Times listed are in Central Time

phone 512.475.6700 ■ www.utcle.org/conferences/SN23/signup ■ fax 512.475.6876

UT Law CLE offers annual subscriptions for 
MCLE On-Demand and our eLibrary

Unlimited Access. Anytime. Anywhere.
Compare options and subscribe at  

www.utcle.org/subscriptions
**Subscriptions do not include registrations  

to live conferences or live webcasts.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

This course has been approved for Minimum Continuing 
Legal Education credit by the State Bar of Texas Committee 
on MCLE in the amount of 13.75 hours, of which 3.00 credit 
hours will apply to legal ethics/professional responsibility 
credit. The University of Texas School of Law is a State Bar 
of California approved MCLE provider (#1944), and an 
Oklahoma Bar Association MCLE presumptively-
approved provider (#169).
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4:15 p.m. .75 hr

Gallardo v. Marstiller, the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s New Approach to Medicaid Liens
Florida took the position that federal law permitted 
it to recover its past Medicaid payments from 
the portion of a personal injury settlement 
compensating for both past and future medical 
expenses and the U.S. Supreme Court agreed. 
This is a major deviation from prior precedent and 
practice and will result in injured Medicaid recipients 
being forced to pay more of their tort recoveries 
to Medicaid before the funding of Special Needs 
Trust. This decision will have a harsh impact on the 
catastrophically injured, especially injured children. 
Explore the contours of the decision and strategies 
for minimizing its impact.

Floyd Faglie, Staunton & Faglie, PL, Monticello, FL

5:00 p.m. Adjourn to Reception

THANK YOU TO OUR  
RECEPTION SPONSOR

5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Join program faculty and attendees for  

drinks and hors d'oeuvres.

FRIDAY MORNING, FEB. 10, 2023

Presiding Officer: 
Bryn A. Poland, Mayo & Poland PLLC, 
Baytown, TX

8:00 a.m. Conference Room and  
 Exhibit Hall Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

8:30 a.m. .50 hr

Child Support Strategies for Children with 
Special Needs
Explore strategies for using a SNT to preserve 
means tested benefits for a minor child receiving 
child support.

Elisa Dillard Rainey, Rainey & Rainey, Attorneys at 
Law LP, Waco, TX

Materials By:
Patricia F. Sitchler, The Law Office of Patricia Flora 

Sitchler, La Vernia, TX

9:00 a.m. .50 hr

Military Pension Assigned to SNT: Dealing 
with DFAS
Congress passed the Disabled Military Child 
Protection Act on Dec. 31, 2015, setting out 
provisions that allow a military parent or a legal 
guardian of a child with a disability to assign a 
military survivor pension to a d4A or d4C trust to 
avoid it counting as income or a resource for means-
tested government benefit purposes. Procedures 
for accomplishing this assignment were included in 
the regulations to be followed by Defense Finance 
and Accounting Services (DFAS). Since the passage 
of the Act the procedures have become more 
specific, sometimes frustrating the beneficiaries or 
their guardians in implementing this process after 
the pension is due to be paid. Review the new 
requirements and steps to minimize the resistance 
the Trustees sometimes encounter in dealing with 
DFAS.

Katherine N. Barr, Dentons Sirote PC, Birmingham, AL

9:30 a.m. .75 hr

Online Options for SSI & SSDI Applications 
and Appeals
Although great options for filing Social Security 
applications and appeals online exist, some things 
MUST be done in person or by paper. Walk through 
the process and hear tips on advocating for your 
claimant while avoiding unnecessary delays.

Dustin J. Draper, The Packard Law Firm,  
San Antonio, TX

Samuel W. Packard, The Packard Law Firm, 
San Antonio, TX

Materials By:
Alison Packard, The Packard Law Firm,  

San Antonio, TX

10:15 a.m. 15-Minute Break

10:30 a.m. 1.00 hr

SSA Regional Trust Leads Presentation 
Regarding SSI Trusts
The SSI trust review business process requires 
evaluation of trusts that need a resource 
determination (such as new trusts or amended 
trusts) in all initial claim and post-eligibility events. 
Regional Trust Leads and Trust Reviewers evaluate 
trusts to determine if they meet the SSI eligibility 
requirements of (d)(4)(A) and (C). This session 
provides background information, describes 
the basic eligibility requirements, and provides 
applicable examples. In addition, hear the latest 
regarding recent Program Operations Manual 
System updates and the number of trust review 
cases SSA reviews.

Amanda Flood, U.S. Social Security Administration, 
Dallas, TX

Dana Marquez, U.S. Social Security Administration, 
Dallas, TX

11:30 a.m. .50 hr

Deductibility of Long-Term Care as Medical 
Expenses
Learn how clients may maximize funds available 
to them or their spouse by taking advantage of 
medical expense deductions from their income 
tax. Discuss the taxation of and deductions for 
long-term care services and insurance contracts, 
including safe harbor provisions; the requirements 
in order to take a medical deduction for home 
health care by non-professionals; how a chronically 
ill beneficiary may be able to avoid income taxation 
of distributions from an inherited IRA; and when 
care-givers can claim the disabled beneficiary as a 
dependent for income tax purposes.

Tresi Moore Weeks, The Weeks Law Firm, PLLC, 
Plano, TX

12:00 p.m. Pick Up Lunch
Included in registration.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer: 
Haley D. Greer, The Arc Of Texas, 
Austin, TX

THANK YOU TO OUR  
LUNCHEON SPONSOR

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

12:30 p.m. .75 hr

Changing Expectations
The National Disability Institute has been building 
employment and economic disability inclusion 
products and tools for nearly two decades. Learn 
about cutting edge programs that have helped 
people on SSI and SSDI earn more than $40,000,000 
dollars to date, earn work credits and extend the 
lives of special needs trusts.

Thomas Foley, National Disability Institute, 
Washington, DC

1:15 p.m. Break and Vendor Announcements

1:45 p.m. .75 hr

Terminating First Party SNTs
An overview of the issues and concerns that might 
arise in the termination of a first party, (d)(4)(A) 
special needs trust. Discuss handling the Medicaid 
reimbursement claim, paying debts and taxes, 
what to do with real estate owned by the trust, 
when a final accounting or probate estate might 
be required, and options for terminating small and 
uneconomical trusts.

Scott Stebler, Stebler & Sulak, PLLC, Austin, TX

phone 512.475.6700 ■ www.utcle.org/conferences/SN23/signup ■ fax 512.475.6876

UT Law CLE is committed to helping attorneys meet 
their annual Texas MCLE requirements. Following 
the event, registrants will receive a free, on-demand 
eSupplement that will bring their total available 
hours to 15.00, including 3.00 hours of ethics.
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CONFERENCE FACULTY

MOLLY DEAR ABSHIRE 
Wright Abshire Attorneys, P.C. 
Bellaire, TX

KATHERINE N. BARR 
Dentons Sirote PC 
Birmingham, AL

CHRISTOPHER C. BURT 
BoyarMiller 
Houston, TX

STEPHEN W. DALE 
The Dale Law Firm, PC 
Pacheco, CA

DUSTIN J. DRAPER 
The Packard Law Firm 
San Antonio, TX

FLOYD FAGLIE 
Staunton & Faglie, PL 
Monticello, FL

H. CLYDE FARRELL 
Farrell & Johnson PLLC 
Austin, TX

AMANDA FLOOD 
U.S. Social Security Administration 
Dallas, TX

BENECIA FLORES 
Petrosewicz Law Firm, P.C. 
Richmond, TX

THOMAS FOLEY 
National Disability Institute 
Washington, DC

TERRY GARRETT 
The Garrett Law Firm, PLLC 
Austin, TX

JOHN B. HENRY III 
Law Office of John B. Henry, III, 
PLLC 
Bellaire, TX

MELANIE IBARRA-HERRERA 
The Garrett Law Firm 
Austin, TX

MARY ALICE JACKSON 
Boyer & Boyer P.A. 
Sarasota, FL

CHRISTINA LESHER 
The Law Office of Christina Lesher, 
PC 
Houston, TX

DANA MARQUEZ 
U.S. Social Security Administration 
Dallas, TX

W. CAMERON MCCULLOCH JR. 
Kean Miller LLP 
Houston, TX

MARILYN G. MILLER 
Marilyn G. Miller, Attorney at Law 
Dripping Springs, TX

BETH OWENS 
American National Bank & Trust 
Houston, TX

ALISON PACKARD 
The Packard Law Firm 
San Antonio, TX

SAMUEL W. PACKARD 
The Packard Law Firm 
San Antonio, TX

BRYN A. POLAND 
Mayo & Poland PLLC 
Baytown, TX

ELISA DILLARD RAINEY 
Rainey & Rainey, Attorneys at Law LP 
Waco, TX

PATRICIA F. SITCHLER 
The Law Office of Patricia Flora 
Sitchler 
La Vernia, TX

NANCY SOSA 
Cadence Bank 
Austin, TX

SCOTT STEBLER 
Stebler & Sulak, PLLC 
Austin, TX

PETER J. WALL 
True Link Financial 
Denver, CO

TRESI MOORE WEEKS 
The Weeks Law Firm, PLLC 
Plano, TX

PLANNING COMMITTEE

BRYN A. POLAND—CO-CHAIR 
Mayo & Poland PLLC 
Baytown, TX

ELISA DILLARD RAINEY—
CO-CHAIR 
Rainey & Rainey, Attorneys at Law LP 
Waco, TX

APRIL ROGERS—DIRECTOR 
The University of Texas School of Law 
Austin, TX

STEPHEN W. DALE 
The Dale Law Firm, PC 
Pacheco, CA

RANDY DREWETT 
Randy E. Drewett, P.C. 
Beaumont, TX

H. CLYDE FARRELL 
Farrell & Johnson PLLC 
Austin, TX

TERRY GARRETT 
The Garrett Law Firm, PLLC 
Austin, TX

HALEY D. GREER 
The Arc Of Texas 
Austin, TX

JOHN B. HENRY III 
Law Office of John B. Henry, III, 
PLLC 
Bellaire, TX

MARY ALICE JACKSON 
Boyer & Boyer P.A. 
Sarasota, FL

CHRISTINA LESHER 
The Law Office of Christina Lesher, 
PC 
Houston, TX

RENÉE C. LOVELACE 
The Lovelace Law Firm, P.C. 
Tyler, TX

PI-YI MAYO 
Mayo & Poland PLLC 
Baytown, TX

MARILYN G. MILLER 
Marilyn G. Miller, Attorney at Law 
Dripping Springs, TX

BETH OWENS 
American National Bank & Trust 
Houston, TX

KRISTEN QUINNEY PORTER 
Kristen Quinney Porter, LLC 
New Braunfels, TX

PATRICIA F. SITCHLER 
The Law Office of Patricia Flora 
Sitchler 
La Vernia, TX

NANCY SOSA 
Cadence Bank 
Austin, TX

TRESI MOORE WEEKS 
The Weeks Law Firm, PLLC 
Plano, TX

Our efforts for real change against racism.

Learn how we as lawyers can join the 
fight against racial injustice.

Visit www.utcle.org for more.

ACTION THROUGH EDUCATION

2:30 p.m. .50 hr

Gimme Shelter
Next to medical care, housing can be the greatest 
challenge. Hear legal and practical guidance.

Terry Garrett, The Garrett Law Firm, PLLC, Austin, TX
Melanie Ibarra-Herrera, The Garrett Law Firm,  

Austin, TX

3:00 p.m. 1.00 hr ethics

Hazards of the Special Needs Trust Fairness 
Act – Assessing Beneficiary Capacity to 
Establish a SNT
The Special Needs Trust Fairness Act of 2015 paved 
the way for beneficiaries of d4A trusts to establish 
their own special needs trust. Practitioners now 
have a new challenge: capacity can be a moving 
target. Even if there has been no incapacity 
proceeding/determination of incapacity, it’s not 
always obvious that the potential trust beneficiary 
has sufficient capacity to sign away their right to 
access their money, select appropriate Trustees 
and make residuary designations. Can the special 
needs practitioner assess capacity? If so, how? If 
not, what happens next?

Mary Alice Jackson, Boyer & Boyer P.A., Sarasota, FL

4:00 p.m. .50 hr ethics

Who Pays the Attorney’s Fees in Trust 
Litigation?
Examine both the statutory provisions and case law 
regarding attorney’s fees in trust litigation. Explore 
pleading and obtaining attorney’s fees as either the 
trustee or beneficiary.

Christopher C. Burt, BoyarMiller, Houston, TX

4:30 p.m. Adjourn

UT Law CLE is committed to  
Practice Excellence.
We are here to support our community. 

Information and updates regarding our 

in-person conferences and live webcasts will 

be posted at www.utcle.org. 

In addition, we continue to offer multiple 

educational opportunities online—both live 

and on-demand—by bringing practitioners 

together virtually. We are  

fortunate to serve so  

many of you who  

strive for excellence in  

the practice of law.



PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY SN23

Bar Card #  ❑ TX ❑ Other State:  ❑ N/A

Name [ Mr. / Ms. ] 

Firm 

Address 

City   State   Zip 

Telephone    Fax 

Registrant’s Email (required) 

Assistant’s Email (optional) 
Invoices, confirmations, and receipts are emailed to these addresses.

EVENT REGISTRATION
Includes Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) in "Your Briefcase." Special group registration rates available. Call 
512.475.6700.

❑ Live, In-Person Event Registration  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $545 | $595 after February 1

❑ Live Webcast Registration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $545 | $595 after February 1

Printed and Shipped Binder with Registration (Shipping Included) – Available for order through 
Friday, February 10, 2023
Please note that the printed binder will arrive 2–3 weeks after the scheduled webcast. Delivery to P.O. boxes is not 
permitted. Binders will not be distributed on-site.

❑ Printed and Shipped Course Binder  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $70.36 ($65*)

Webcast Add-on
Register for the in-person conference and add on the webcast format for attendance flexibility.

❑ Webcast Add-on  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $75

 TOTAL EVENT REGISTRATION $ 

FIRST AND SECOND YEAR ATTORNEYS MAY ATTEND FOR JUST $150! CALL 512.475.6700 TO REGISTER.

POST-CONFERENCE PRODUCTS

eConference –  For Texas and California MCLE Credit
Includes Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) and program video/audio. Available 6-8 weeks after live event. Hours may 
vary depending on actual event runtime.

❑ Individual eConference  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $595

Post-Course Binder –  For Research and Self-Study 
Comprehensive binder with papers and slides, available for delivery 4–6 weeks after live event.

❑ Electronic Post-Course Download (PDF) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $265.21 ($245*)

❑ Printed Post-Course Binder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $319.34 ($295*)

 TOTAL POST-CONFERENCE PRODUCTS $ 

METHOD OF PAYMENT

❑ Check (make check payable to The University of Texas at Austin) 

❑ VISA ❑ MasterCard ❑ American Express ❑ P.O. (include a copy of the purchase order upon submission)

Card / P.O. #   CVV #   Exp. Date 
 
/

  (mm/yy)

Authorized Signature 

* Tax-exempt rate for, e.g., government employees and nonprofits. Include a Texas Sales and Use Tax 
Exemption Certificate with order.

REGISTRATION FORM

phone 512.475.6700 ■ www.utcle.org/conferences/SN23/signup ■ fax 512.475.6876

REGISTRATION BENEFITS

Comprehensive Course Materials: Access 

course materials in "Your Briefcase" 

approximately 48 hours before the live event, 

and enjoy unlimited access to the final, 

complete course materials – downloadable 

PDFs of papers and slides.

Accredited eConference: Complimentary 

access to the eConference – with papers, 

slides, and video – accredited for one year in 

both TX and CA are available in "Your 

Briefcase" 6–8 weeks after the event.

TX MCLE Credit Reporting: UT Law CLE can 

report credit on your behalf directly to the State 

Bar of Texas. Track the Texas MCLE credit 

reported on your behalf at "Your Account" 

after you’ve logged in at www.utcle.org.

TROUBLE LOGGING IN?

A UT Law CLE account is created for 

conference attendees and product customers 

with information provided on the order form. 

An email address will serve as the User Name.

Forget Your Password or Need it Reset? 

Just select “Forgot Password” under “Sign In 

or Join” at www.utcle.org.

Still Need Assistance? Contact customer 

service at 512.475.6700 or service@utcle.org 

during business hours.

HOW TO REGISTER

Online: 
www.utcle.org/conferences/SN23/signup

Mail: 
The University of Texas  

School of Law 
ATTN: CLE 

PO Box 7759 
Austin, TX 78713-7759

Fax:  
512.475.6876

Questions? 512.475.6700

If you have dietary requirements or would 
like to request accommodations under the 
ADA, please contact Customer Service at 

512.475.6700 or service@utcle.org at least 10 
days prior to the conference.



The University of Texas at Austin
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS SCHOOL OF LAW
PO Box 7759 • Austin, TX  78713-7759

This program is not printed or mailed at state expense.

NON-PROFIT-ORG
U.S. Postage 

PAID
U T School of Law

Visit
www.utcle.org

Email
service@utcle.org

Call
512.475.6700

 Facebook
UT Law CLE

 LinkedIn
UT-Law-CLE

 Twitter 
@UTLawCLE

19TH ANNUAL CHANGES AND TRENDS AFFECTING
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SN23

See what we're doing 
differently this year to 

address the safety concerns 
of our staff and attendees 

at in-person events.

SCAN TO VIEW OUR  
COVID-19 PROTOCOLS

AUSTIN
February 9–10, 2023

CONFERENCE LOCATION

Doubletree by Hilton Hotel 
6505 N. Interstate 35 

Austin, TX 78752-4346 
512-454-3737 

800-866-3126 (reservations)

Special Room Rate: $189 
good trough January 18, 2023 

reference Special Needs Trusts 2023 
(subject to availability)

Parking: 
Please visit www.utcle.org/conferences/SN23  

for more parking information

KEY DATES

February 1, 2023 
Last day for early registration rates

February 3, 2023 
Last day for full refund cancellation

February 6, 2023 
Last day for partial refund cancellation 

$50 processing fee applied

February 9, 2023 8:45 a.m., CT 
Conference begins

February 10, 2023 
Last day to order a printed and shipped course binder 

with in-person or webcast conference registration.

RECEPTION SPONSOR

SPEAKERS' DINNER SPONSOR

LUNCHEON SPONSORS

WEBCAST SPONSOR

 

SPONSORS

Austin Trust Company

CareFor

Frost Wealth Advisors

Medivest Benefit Advisors, Inc.

National Care Advisors

True Link Financial

Wells Fargo Bank Special Needs Trust Services

EXHIBITORS

Bank of Texas

Family Tree Private Care

Mir Senior Care Management Inc. & Care Consultants

Texas ABLE Program

The Arc of Texas Master Pooled Trust

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS




