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TEXAS MARGIN TAX
A Practical Guide for Lawyers and Accountants
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2008 TEXAS MARGIN TAX
November  19-20 , 2008   •  C i t y p l ace  Confe rence  Cente r  •  Da l l a s , Texa s

December  4-5 , 2008   •  Nor r i s  Confe rence  Cente r  •  Aus t in , Texa s

December  11-12 , 2008   •  Hya t t  Regenc y  •  Hous ton , Texa s

Earn up to 10.00 Hours of MCLE Credit  and 12.00 Hours of CPE Credit  for Accountants

MORNING

Presiding Officer:
Hon. Peter Brooks, Austin, TX

8:00 a.m.	 Registration Opens

Includes continental breakfast.

9:00 a.m.	 .50 hr

Calculating the Taxable Margin: How It 
Works, What’s at Stake
Discuss ion of  the elements  of  the margin tax 
computat ion,  including combined report ing, 
and how the elements  inter re late to determine 
the tax l iabi l i ty .

Ray H. Langenberg, Austin, TX

9:30 a.m.	 1.00 hr

Revenue Issues Under the Revised Texas 
Franchise Tax
This presentation will provide a discussion of key is-
sues and opportunities relating to the computation 
of total revenue under the revised Texas franchise 
tax.

David E. Colmenero, Dallas, TX

10:30 a.m.	 Break

10:45 a.m.	 .50 hr

Top Ten Key Filing and Reporting Issues
Common filing mistakes and oversights in determin-
ing the affiliated/combined group, revenue, cost of 
goods sold deduction, and interaction among related 
entities.

Sue Baadsgaard, Dallas, TX

11:15 a.m.	 1.00 hr

Cost of Goods Sold
Lessons learned on how to tackle the computation of 
the cost of goods sold.

Steven W. Anderson, Houston, TX

AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer:
Christina A. Mondrik, Austin, TX

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

12:15 p.m.	 Pick up Box Lunch
Included in conference registration fee.

12:30 p.m.	 .75 hr

The Margin Tax: The Big Business and Small 
Business Point of View

Dale Craymer, Austin, TX
Will Newton, Austin, TX

1:15 p.m.	 Break

1:30 p.m.	 .50 hr

Calculating the Compensation Deduction
This session will focus on the calculation and compli-
ance issues of the compensation deduction, the iden-
tification of planning opportunities to increase the de-
duction, and the avoidance of potential traps for the 
unwary. In addition, this session will also address inter-
entity services, staff leasing companies, management 
companies, and other industry-specific issues.

Eric Louis Stein, Austin, TX

2:00 p.m.	 1.00 hr

Unitary Taxation—The Texas Approach
With the adoption of the revised franchise tax, Texas 
has left behind more than 100 years of separate entity 
reporting and joined the ranks of states that require 
combined reporting if controlling interest require-
ments are met and the affiliated group operates in 
a unitary manner. Who is in, who is out, and is there 
anything that affiliated groups can do about it? This 
segment focuses upon factors and issues relevant to 
determining whether an affiliated group is or is not 
a unitary enterprise, with particular emphasis on the 
Texas approach.

Ira A. Lipstet, Austin, TX

3:00 p.m.	 Break

3:15 p.m.	 .50 hr

Control, Affiliation and Attribution
This presentation discusses the legal requirements 
built into the Texas Tax Code’s new definitions of 
control and affiliation as well as the Texas Comptrol-
ler’s regulatory attribution rule. The analysis is the 
foundation for determining which entities within an 
organization must be included on a combined group 
report. Special attention will be given to trusts.

Steven D. Moore, Austin, TX

3:45 p.m.	 1.25 hrs

Putting it Together: Practical Examples of 
the Application of Margin Tax
This visual presentation is aimed at the practical ap-
plication of the new margin tax to common entities 
and structures. It includes comparative analysis of 
federal income tax treatment of the structures. Spe-
cial attention will also be given to choice of entity; 
selected nexus issues; special partnership agreement 
provisions; and the treatment of passive entities within 
complex organizational structures.

William H. Hornberger, Dallas, TX
Steven D. Moore, Austin, TX

5:00 p.m.	 Adjourn

MORNING

Presiding Officer:
David H. Gilliland, Austin, TX

8:30 a.m.	 Conference Room Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

9:00 a.m.	 .50 hr

Apportionment
This presentation will cover apportionment under 
the revised franchise (margin) tax. The discussion 
will cover advanced apportionment issues with re-
spect to combined groups, service providers and 
other taxpayers.

Christina A. Mondrik, Austin, TX

9:30 a.m.	 .50 hr

Taxable and Nontaxable Entities
Discussion of issues concerning whether trusts and 
other entities are subject to margin tax.

Elsbeth T. Peshel, Austin, TX
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PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Bar Card#     TX       Other State:          N/A

Name [ Mr. / Ms. ]  

Firm  

Address  

City    State    Zip  

Telephone    Fax  

Registrant’s Email (required)  

Assistant’s Email (optional)  

METHOD OF PAYMENT

 Check (make checks payable to: The University of Texas at Austin)

  Purchase Order     VISA     or 	  Mastercard	 (sorry, no AMEX or Discover)

P.O. or Card # ---
X     /
Authorized Signature	 Exp. Date (mm/yy)

R E G I S T R A T I O N  F O R  T M 0 8

Mail this registration form to: 
The University of Texas School of Law, Attn. TM08
P.O. Box 7759, Austin, TX 78713-7759 or fax a copy to: (512) 475-6876
Online registration available at www.utcle.org

CONFERENCE PUBLICATIONS AND MEDIA 
Allow 2–4 weeks from the Austin conference date for delivery.

 Course Binder Without Conference Registration    $225.00
Note: Conference registration includes Course Binder

 Audio CD Set    $175.00

 eBinder on CD (PDF format)     $225.00/$50.00
($225 purchased alone, $50 with registration or purchase of Course Binder or Audio CD Set)

IN-HOUSE CLE: Bring the conference in-house and learn at your convenience .
Allow 2–4 weeks from the Austin conference date for delivery.

  In-House CLE for 2—Includes Audio CD Set and  Course Binder    $750.00

            Add  participants (includes  Course Binder) for $225 each     $ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED  $ 

REGISTRATION: 
Includes Course Binder and Box Lunch Presentation

DALLAS—NOVEMBER 19-20, 2008

 Early Registration Fee due by Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2008     $425.00

 Registration Fee after Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2008     $475.00

 State Employee Registration Fee ($300 after Nov. 12, 2008)    $250.00  

HOUSTON—DECEMBER 4-5, 2008

 Early Registration Fee due by Monday, Nov. 24, 2008    $425.00

 Registration Fee after Monday, Nov. 24, 2008    $475.00

 State Employee Registration Fee ($300 after Nov. 24, 2008)    $250.00  

AUSTIN—DECEMBER 11-12, 2008

 Early Registration Fee due by Wednesday, Dec. 3, 2008    $425.00

 Registration Fee after Wednesday, Dec. 3, 2008    $475.00

 State Employee Registration Fee ($300 after Dec. 3, 2008)    $250.00  

10:00 a.m.	 .50 hr

Possible Franchise Tax Changes
Discussion of possible amendments to the franchise 
tax, how current revenue expectations may affect 
the likelihood of change, and tax policy criticisms of 
the revised franchise tax.

David H. Gilliland, Austin, TX

10:30 a.m.	 Break

10:45 a.m.	 1.50 hrs

Margin Tax Q&A with the Comptroller’s 
Office
Representatives from the Comptroller’s Tax Policy 
Division will be on hand to answer common margin 
tax questions and field questions from the audi-
ence regarding the Comptroller’s interpretation of 
the revised Texas margin tax.

Moderator: David H. Gilliland, Austin, TX
Teresa Bostick, Austin, TX
Janet Spies, Austin, TX

12:15 p.m.	 Adjourn

A B O U T  T H E  C O V E R

“untitled,” acrylic 16” x 20”, 
is by Philip Trussell. 

For more information, call 512-499-8357.

UTCLE eLibrary
Essential  resources at your 

fingertips!

Save time and improve productivity 

with the UTCLE eLibrary. Emerging 

practice areas, the latest drafting 

tips, planning techniques, litigation 

strategies, and case law updates—

it’s all here for you—in print and     

audio. Subscribe to the eLibrary and 

get a one-year membership for only 

$295. Download unlimited materials 

anytime and anywhere!

www.utcle.org 
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STEVEN W. ANDERSON
KPMG LLP
Houston, TX

SUE BAADSGAARD
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
Dallas, TX

TERESA BOSTICK
Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts
Austin, TX

DAVID E. COLMENERO
Meadows, Collier, Reed, Cousins & Blau, L.L.P.
Dallas, TX

DALE CRAYMER
Texas Taxpayers and Research Association
Austin, TX

DAVID H. GILLILAND
Clark Thomas & Winters, PC
Austin, TX

WILLIAM H. HORNBERGER
Jackson Walker L.L.P.
Dallas, TX

RAY H. LANGENBERG
Scott, Douglass & McConnico, LLP
Austin, TX

IRA A. LIPSTET
DuBois, Bryant & Campbell LLP
Austin, TX

CHRISTINA A. MONDRIK
Mondrik & Associates
Austin, TX

STEVEN D. MOORE
Jackson Walker L.L.P.
Austin, TX

WILL NEWTON
National Federation of Independent 
Business, Texas
Austin, TX

ELSBETH T. PESHEL
Clark, Thomas & Winters, PC
Austin, TX

JANET SPIES
Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts
Austin, TX

ERIC LOUIS STEIN
Ryan, Inc.
Austin, TX

C onference          Facult     y

P lanning        C ommittee      

DALLAS
NOVEMBER 19-20, 2008 
CONFERENCE LOCATION

Cityplace Conference 
Center

2711 North Haskell Avenue
Dallas, TX 75204

214-515-5100 

Parking: Complimentary 
Self-Parking 

(subject to change)

••••••••••••••••••••••••

KEY DATES

Registration & Cancellation

Nov. 12, 2008–5 p.m.
last day for early registration

add $50 for registrations
received after this time

Nov. 14, 2008–5 p.m.
last day for full refund

Nov. 17, 2008–5 p.m.
last day for partial refunds

$50 processing fee applied

Weds., Nov. 19, 2008–9 a.m.
conference begins

HON. PETER BROOKS —CHAIR
Austin, TX

CHRISTINA A. MONDRIK—CHAIR
Austin, TX

DAVID H. GILLILAND
Austin, TX

RAY H. LANGENBERG
Austin, TX

IRA A. LIPSTET
Austin, TX

TIMOTHY K. MASHBURN
Austin, TX

DANIEL J. MICCICHE
Dallas, TX

HOUSTIN
DECEMBER 11-12, 2008
CONFERENCE LOCATION

Hyatt Regency
1200 Louisiana Street

Houston, TX 77002
713-654-1234

Parking: $12 Valet; 

Self-parking available nearby 
(subject to change)

••••••••••••••••••••••••

KEY DATES

Registration & Cancellation

Dec. 3, 2008–5 p.m.
last day for early registration
add $50 for registrations received 

after this time

Dec. 5, 2008–5 p.m.
last day for full refund

Dec. 8, 2008 –5 p.m.
last day for partial refunds

$50 processing fee applied

Thurs., Dec. 11, 2008–9 a.m.
conference begins

AUSTIN
DECEMBER 4-5, 2008 

CONFERENCE LOCATION

Norris Conference Center
2525 West Anderson Lane, 

Suite 365
Austin, TX 78757

Parking: Complimentary 
Self-Parking 

(subject to change)

••••••••••••••••••••••••

KEY DATES

Registration & Cancellation

Nov. 26, 2008–5 p.m.
last day for early registration

add $50 for registrations
received after this time

Nov. 28, 2008–5 p.m.
last day for full refund

Dec. 1, 2008 –5 p.m.
last day for partial refunds

$50 processing fee applied

Thurs., Dec. 4, 2008–9 a.m.
conference begins

This course has been approved for 
Minimum Continuing Legal Educa-
tion credit by the State Bar of Texas 
Committee on MCLE in the amount 
of 10.00 hours. The University of Texas 
School of Law is a State Bar of Califor-
nia approved MCLE provider (#1944).
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