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WIND ENERGY INSTITUTE
Presented by The University of Texas School of Law and The Oil, Gas and Energy Resources Law Section of the State Bar of Texas

February 19-20, 2008 • Austin Convention Center • Austin, Texas
Earn up to 14.50 Hours of MCLE Credit

Special ization Credit Expected for Oil ,  Gas & Mineral Law

Tuesday, february 19, 2008
Presiding officer: 
andy bowman, airtricity, inc., austin, Tx

7:30 a.m. registration opens

Includes continental breakfast.

8:10 a.m.        optional breakfast and a movie
Texas Wind Farms: A Tour from 

Turbines to Market 
This short documentary takes you onto working wind 
farms in the Sweetwater, TX region from ground opera-
tions to the top of the turbines, to explain construction, 
generation, operation, and interconnection. 

8:50 a.m. welcoming remarks

9:00 a.m. .75 hr 

wind in Texas, 2008: The state of the industry
This session previews many of the issues to be cov-
ered in more detail throughout the program, start-
ing with a big-picture look at the key metrics and 
characteristics of wind power in Texas—past, pres-
ent and future—as well as the current and projected 
geographical concentration of development within 
Texas. The session will also touch on the main eco-
nomic drivers of wind development: meteorology, 
leasing, construction, turbines, siting, power sales, 
and transmission; as well as common misconceptions 
about wind development. 

Andrew Swift, Texas Tech Wind Energy Center, 
Lubbock, TX 

Commentator: Mike Sloan, Virtus Energy Research 
Associates, Inc., Austin, TX 

9:45 a.m. .75 hr

land: survey and Title issues
A discussion of real estate survey and title issues typi-
cally encountered in wind energy project develop-
ment. Practical solutions to common problems, sam-
ple survey certification language, and due diligence 
checklists will be provided.

Kimberlee Smith Centera, AES Wind Generation, 
San Diego, CA 

Brent G. Stahl, Stahl, Bernal & Davies, L.L.P., Austin, TX 

10:30 a.m. break

10:45 a.m. .50 hr

Power markets and nodal Pricing: how the new 
rules will change the economics and location 
of wind developments 
This session provides a snapshot of common methods by 
which power is currently bought and sold in Texas, and 
continues with non-technical highlights of the new nodal 
pricing system, using illustrative and practical examples 
of how the switch in 2009 to nodal pricing will change the 
economics and location of wind developments and the 
manner in which transmission congestion is managed. 

Professor Ross Baldick, The University of Texas, Austin, TX 

11:15 a.m. .50 hr

creZ: what was decided by the interim creZ 
order, and what is left to do?
This session will set the framework for the afternoon 
CREZ discussions by reviewing how and why the Texas 
Public Utility Commission chose the first set of CREZs, 
what work remains to be done in the CREZ docket, 
and how the CREZ docket fits together with the par-
allel competitive-transmission and dispatch-priority 
rulemakings.

Mike Grable, ERCOT, Taylor, TX 

 luncheon PresenTaTion

11:45 a.m. Pick up box lunch
Included in conference registration fee.

12:00 p.m. .75 hr

new storage Technologies: are they finally 
here? 
A look at new storage technologies and options for 
wind energy: do current technologies and financial 
conditions finally make storage ready for primetime? 

Moderator: Brad Roberts, S&C Electric Company, 
Franklin, WI 

Dr. Michael Nakhamkin, Energy Storage Power 
Corporation (ESPC), Basking Ridge, NJ 

Mark Wilby, Shell WindEnergy Inc., Houston, TX 

12:45 p.m. break

Tuesday afTernoon
Presiding officer: 
steve baron, 
consulting and legal services, austin, Tx
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edward w. Zaelke

Edward W. Zaelke is the 
former President of the 
American Wind Energy 
Association and has been 
a Board Member of the 
American Wind Energy 
Association since 2002. 
Now a managing partner 
at Chadbourne & Parke 
LLP, he focuses his prac-
tice on project develop-
ment and finance, with 
a particular emphasis on 
representing companies 
engaged in the develop-
ment, finance and oper-
ation of wind power and 
other alternative energy 
projects.

chairman 
barry T. smitherman

Barry T. Smitherman is a 
fourth generation Texan 
appointed by Governor 
Rick Perry to the PUC on 
April 21, 2004.  He was re-
appointed on September 
13, 2007 and promoted to 
Chairman on November 
14, 2007.
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1:00 p.m. .50 hr

creZ and more: where and how will 
Transmission be constructed to integrate 
wind into the grid?
ERCOT commissioned a wind energy ancillary 
services study and has undertaken a CREZ 
Transmission “Optimization” Study. These stud-
ies will assist the Texas Public Util ity Commission 
in determining the major transmission improve-
ments necessary to deliver renewable energy 
from the CREZs in a manner that is most benefi-
cial and cost effective to customers. This ses-
sion will report on the progress and results of 
these studies.

Dan Woodfin, ERCOT, Taylor, TX 

1:30 p.m. .50 hr

creZ and more: who will build the 
Transmission, and when? 
The Texas Public Utility Commission has been con-
ducting a rulemaking proceeding to establish 
the process and criteria for selecting transmis-
sion service providers to construct transmission 
facilities that will deliver renewable energy from 
the CREZs to customers. This session will report on 
the progress and results of that rulemaking, and 
will provide a look ahead at what remains to be 
done to achieve the transmission build-out. 

Chairman Barry T. Smitherman, Public Utility 
Commission, Austin, TX 

2:00 p.m. .75 hr

creZ and more: who will have access to 
the Transmission, and on what Terms?
Texas is first in the nation in wind energy produc-
tion, and the CREZ proceeding elicited unprec-
edented interest and commitment to additional 
wind energy development. Will the transmission 
build-out be sufficient to accommodate the 
expected generation? If not, will transmission 
access be addressed by a dispatch priority 
mechanism or the assignment of financial trans-
mission rights? How will such action mesh with 
Texas Nodal, and how will it affect wind energy 
development in the state? The Texas Public Util-
ity Commission has been examining these issues 
in a proceeding to establish a policy on CREZ 
transmission access. This session will report on the 
progress and results of the Texas Commission’s 
efforts.

Mark Bruce, FPL Energy LLC, Austin, TX 
Kenan Ögelman, CPS Energy, Austin, TX 
Walter J. Reid, Austin, TX 

2:45 p.m. break

Siting, Environmental and Leasing Issues

Presiding officer: 
melinda Taylor, 
The university of Texas, austin, Tx 

3:00 p.m. .75 hr

siting issues: a checklist of environmental 
and wildl i fe issues involved in wind 
Projects
The session will address the federal and state statu-
tory and regulatory issues related to environmental 
and wildlife considerations involved in a wind proj-
ect. The first part of this presentation will discuss pre-
construction considerations, e.g., birds, wetlands, 
clean water, endangered species, etc. and the 
second part of this session will address potential is-
sues that could arise as a result of the construction 
and/or operation of the wind facility.

M. Benjamin Cowan, Locke Lord Bissell & 
Liddell LLP, Houston, TX

Gregory S. Friend, McElroy, Sullivan & Miller, 
L.L.P., Austin, TX 

3:45 p.m. .75 hr

s i t ing  i s sues :  a  d ia logue between 
deve lopers  and advocacy groups
A look at how some of the key siting issues play 
out in practice: what are they; how are they typi-
cally resolved; and a discussion of the framework 
and options for negotiation and resolution at the 
project and policy level.

Glenn Hodges, Babcock & Brown, Austin, TX 

Dr. Andrew C. Kasner, Audubon Texas, 
San Antonio, TX 

Patrick Woodson, Airtricity, Inc., Austin, TX 

4:30 p.m. 1.00 hr

wind leases: emerging issues
This session will examine the fundamental provi-
sions of a wind lease including the royalty clause, 
minimum rent and gross revenues definition. In this 
session both landowner and developer concerns 
will be discussed on the topics of hunting rights, oil 
and gas exploration, siting considerations, includ-
ing whether a wind farm is an appropriate alter-
native for the particular landowner and site, and 
severing wind rights. 

Moderator: Lisa Chavarria, Stahl, Bernal & 
Davies, L.L.P., Austin, TX 

Karen Jones, Stoel Rives LLP, Portland, OR 

Allen Price, Smith, Rose, Finley, Harp & Price, 
P.C., San Angelo, TX 

Roderick E. Wetsel, Steakley, Wetsel & 
Carmichael, L.L.P., Sweetwater, TX 

5:30 p.m. adjourn to reception

wednesday, february 20, 2008
Presiding officer: 
lisa chavarria, 
stahl, bernal & davies, l.l.P., austin, Tx

7:30 a.m.  conference room opens
Includes continental breakfast.

8:00 a.m. .83 hr 

breakfast discussion
smal l  scale wind:  landowner 
se l f -development ,  communi ty  wind 
and dis t r ibuted generat ion 
The first part of this session discusses landowners 
working collaboratively on preliminary site devel-
opment, analysis, and permitting, as a prelude 
to passing the project to a major developer with 
access to turbines, financing and construction ex-
pertise. The second part of the presentation cov-
ers the regulatory issues and equipment options 
for those looking to get off the grid via community 
wind and distributed generation. 

Andy Kruse, Southwest Windpower, Flagstaff, AZ 

Commentator: William H. Holmes, Stoel Rives
LLP, Portland, OR  

8:50 a.m break

9:00 a.m. .50 hr

niche market deals and developments: 
avoiding the Pitfalls
The recent wave of consolidation among de-
velopers has changed the landscape dramati-
cally, but there remains a role and market for 
small developers and creatively structured proj-
ects. This session provides an overview, both 
from a legal and business perspective, of com-
mon structures small developers may util ize to 
work with large developers and other potential 
partners, to move their projects forward while 
maximizing their return. 

Andy Bowman, Airtricity Inc., Austin, TX 

9:30 a.m. break

9:45 a.m. 1.00 hr

The challenge of Turbine acquisition
This session opens as an overview of key issues 
and agreements including vocabulary, warran-
ties, delivery and framing agreements with a gen-
eral (non proprietary) overview. Topics include:

- How supply scarcity is being dealt with

-  How to increase capacity and component   
supply

- Frame agreements for equipment

- Market analysis and choke points

This session concludes with a discussion of how 
various turbine manufacturers are addressing 
and reacting to these conditions.

Moderator: Edward W. Zaelke, Chadbourne
& Parke LLP, Los Angeles, CA 

Andris Cukurs, Suzlon Wind Energy 
Corporation, Chicago, IL 

Dany St-Pierre, Siemens Wind Power, Orlando, FL

Charles Vaughan, Clipper Windpower, Inc., 
Potomac Falls, VA 



10:45 a.m. .75 hr

financing of wind development: financial 
and legal considerations 
This panel of wind financing professionals ex-
plores key financial and legal considerations in 
the financing of wind power projects—revenue 
streams, power sales, tax credits, REC credit sales, 
and sources of financing—from the perspective 
of wind developers, lenders, and lawyers.

Moderator: Stephen Krebs, Baker Botts L.L.P., 
Houston, TX

David Berry, Horizon Wind Energy, Houston, TX

Douglas S. Bland, Vinson & Elkins LLP, Houston, TX 

Jayshree Desai, Horizon Wind Energy, Houston, TX 

James King, Bayern LB New York, New York, NY 

luncheon PresenTaTion

11:30 a.m. Pick up box lunch
Included in conference registration fee.

11:45 a.m. 1.17 hrs

developers’ Panel
A discussion of market issues and trends for wind 
development in Texas: challenges, opportunities 
and approaches to future development from 
a panel of leading market participants—with 
varying perspectives. 

Moderator: John Moore, Navigant Consulting, 
Austin, TX 

Scott Caldwell, RES Americas Inc., Austin, TX 

Steven K. DeWolf, Wind-Tex Energy, Dallas, TX

David Groberg, Invenergy LLC, Rockville, MD 

David Herrick, FPL Energy, LLC, Juno Beach, FL 

Vanessa Kellogg, Horizon Wind Energy, 
Houston, TX 

Mark Wilby, Shell WindEnergy Inc., Houston, TX

wednesday afTernoon
Presiding officer: ward c. marshall, 
babcock & brown, austin, Tx

12:55 p.m. break

1:10 p.m. .67 hr

nuisance litigation: The issues and how to 
avoid Them 
A few lawsuits have been filed against wind de-
velopers in Texas on the theory that wind turbines 
create a nuisance under Texas law. This session 
will report on the status of that litigation and ex-
plore ways in which a developer can minimize 
the risk of such lawsuits.

Steve Baron, Consulting and Legal Services,
Austin, TX 

Trey Cox, Lynn Tillotson & Pinker, L.L.P., Dallas, TX 

1:50 p.m. 1.00 hr

renewable energy credits (recs), federal 
rPs and carbon Taxes: what’s ahead at 
the state and federal level
The session opens with a discussion of the pur-
pose, and current role of credits and credit 
trading; fol lowed by a discussion of l imita-
t ions and problems in current markets. The 
session closes with a look to the (near) future, 
and how proposed Federal RPS and carbon 
taxes may play out in the market for wind and 
renewables.

Moderator: John Jones, Invenergy LLC, 
Chicago, IL

Shari Heino, Mathews & Freeland, Austin, TX 

Karl R. Rabago, AES Wind Generation, 
Arlington, VA

2:50 p.m. .50 hr

family ownership of wind royalt ies: 
operational and estate Planning 
considerations 
Understanding the tax and estate planning con-
siderations and choices for wind royalty owners 
and their families promotes a more efficient 
market for wind power. This session explores 
these subjects in a straightforward way.

Philip Morehead, Abilene, TX 

3:20 p.m. .50 hr

Tax abatement and wind development: 
a Practical guide to how They work and 
how to draft Them
County tax abatements are generally a critical 
piece of wind deals. This session begins with a 
short summary of what is happening in different 
counties and continues with a practical guide on 
how to draft these agreements, including statu-
tory framework, model agreements, drafting tips 
and discussion of key clauses.

Kevin O’Hanlon, O’Hanlon, McCollom & 
Demerath, Austin, TX 

Commentator: C. Kingsbery Otto, 
Lago Vista, TX  

3:50 p.m. adjourn
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subscribe to the 
uTcle elibrary

cutting-edge research at your 
fingertips—papers, PPTs, and 

podcasts.

Save time, stay current, and work more 
productively with a subscription to the 
UTCLE eLibrary. Emerging practice ar-
eas, the latest drafting tips, planning 
techniques, litigation strategies, and 
case law updates—it’s all here for you—
in print and audio. The eLibrary includes 
resources from over forty practice ar-
eas, including energy, real estate, 
partnerships, employment law, estate 
planning, bankruptcy, patent law, insur-
ance, family law . . . and much more.   

easy search of the best articles 
and resources 
Superb resources at your fingertips, with 
lightning-fast searches by keyword, au-
thor, or conference name. Filter your 
search by a date range or practice area, 
and get relevant results within seconds.

audio-to-go files (Podcasts)
Listen on your iPod: The eLibrary includes 
related audio files for most papers that are 
easily saved to your computer, your iPod, 
or MP3 player. Read the article and listen 
to the presentation at your computer, or 
on the go!

elibrary briefcase
Easily access and organize all your ma-
terials in your eLibrary briefcase, at your 
UTCLE member account page. View, 
download, add, or delete materials in 
your briefcase at anytime.

one-year subscriPTion for $295
Get unlimited access to eLibrary materi-
als and podcasts through your eLibrary 
subscription.

Your one-year subscription provides ac-
cess to all the materials in the eLibrary—
papers, PPTs, and podcasts. Search and 
download them whenever, wherever, 
and as often as you want!

uTcle elibrary—leading professional 
resources at your fingertips!

www.utcle.org
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R E G I S T R A T I O N  F O R  W E 0 8

Mail this registration form to: 
The University of Texas School of Law, attn. WE08
P.O. Box 7759, Austin, TX 78713-7759 or fax a copy to:  (512) 475-6876
Online registration available at www.utcle.org

movie and dvd

Texas wind farms 
a Tour from Turbines to market

This short documentary takes 
you onto working wind farms in 
the Sweetwater, TX region: from 
ground operations to the top 
of the turbines, to explain con-
struction, generation, opera tion, 
and interconnection. DVDs will 
be on sale at the conference 
site for the special conference 
price of $10.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Bar Card#     TX       Other State:          N/A

Name [ Mr. / Ms. ]  

Firm  

Address  

City    State    Zip  

Telephone    Fax  

Registrant’s Email (required)  

Assistant’s Email (optional)  

Invoices, confirmations and receipts are emailed to these addresses.

METHOD OF PAYMENT

 Check (make checks payable to: The University of Texas at Austin)

 VISA or   Mastercard (sorry, no AMEX or Discover)

Card #   - - -
X     /
Authorized Signature Exp. Date (mm/yy)

conference PublicaTions and media 
Allow 2–4 weeks from the conference date for delivery.

 Course Binder    $200.00
Note: Conference registration includes Course Binder.

 Audio CD Set    $175.00

 eBinder on CD (PDF format)     $200.00/$50.00
($200 purchased alone, $50 with registration or purchase of Course Binder or Audio CD Set)

in-house cle: bring the conference in-house and learn at your convenience .
Allow 2–4 weeks from the conference date for delivery.

  In-House CLE for 2—Includes Audio CD Set and  Course Binder    $750.00

            Add  participants (includes  Course Binder) for $200 each     $ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED  $ 

regisTraTion: 
Registration includes Course Binder, Tuesday and Wednesday Box Lunch Presentations

 Early Registration Fee due by Friday, February 8, 2008     $495.00

 Registration Fee after Friday, February 8, 2008     $545.00

 State Employee Rate ($375 after February 8, 2008)    $325.00

exhibiTor:
Exhibitor fee includes booth or table for two days. Please contact UTCLE at 512-475-6700 for 
set-up information or with questions.

 Exhibitor fee (booth/table for two days)   $1500.00
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PlaTinum sPonsors 
FPL Energy, LLC

Florida Power & Light Company is the principal subsidiary of FPL Group, Inc. (NYSE: FPL), nationally known as a high quality, efficient and customer-driven 
organization focused on energy-related products and services. With annual revenues of more than $11 billion and a growing presence in 26 states, FPL 
Group is widely recognized as one of the country’s premier power companies. Florida Power & Light Company serves 4.4 million customer accounts in 
Florida. FPL Energy, LLC, FPL Group’s competitive energy subsidiary, is a leader in producing electricity from clean and renewable fuels. www.FPL.com

Invenergy, LLC
Invenergy is a developer, owner and operator of large-scale electricity generation assets in the North American and European energy markets. The 
Company has significant expertise in the development, financing, construction, operations and long-term management of power generation projects 
serving a wide range of clients including utilities, load serving entities and industrials. Founded in 2001, Invenergy has an experienced management 
team with a track record of resounding success at Invenergy and in the team’s prior business entities. Invenergy’s development activities include 
building, owning and operating large scale wind energy and thermal generating facilities. www.invenergyllc.com 

RES Americas
Renewable Energy Systems (RES) is one of the fastest growing wind development companies in the world and has been at the forefront of the wind 
industry since it was founded in 1981. RES has been active in North America since 1997 and during this time has either developed or constructed over 
10% of the installed capacity in the United States. RES has offices in Austin, Texas; Portland, Oregon; Minneapolis, Minnesota; and Montreal, Quebec. 
www.res-americas.com 

gold sPonsors 
AES Wind Generation

AES is one of the world’s largest global power companies, with operations in 26 countries, and five continents, our 122 generation facilities have the 
capacity to generate over 44,000 megawatts and serve 100 million people worldwide. Our global workforce of 30,000 people is committed to opera-
tional excellence and meeting the world’s growing power needs. www.aes.com

Airtricity Inc
Airtricity is a world leading renewable energy company, developing and operating wind farms in the United States, Canada and Europe. The compa-
ny constructed its first projects in Texas during 2006 and will have more than 500 megawatts of wind projects on-line in Texas by 2007. www.airtricity.com

Siemens Power Generation
Siemens Power Generation is one of the world’s leaders for leading-edge power and energy solutions. With more than 40,000 experienced employ-
ees, they are specialists in planning, construction and upgrades of power plants; development, production and supply of components and systems; 
comprehensive plant services, I&C solutions and energy management systems; fuel cells, turbines, compressors and full-scope solutions for industrial 
plants, as well as wind energy systems.  www.siemens.com/powergeneration

Stoel Rives LLP
Stoel Rives enjoys a 100-year tradition of excellence as a leading U.S. law firm. With more than 365 lawyers practicing across the full spectrum of 
corporate law and business litigation, and offices in six states, they provide legal services to clients with local, regional, national and international 
operations. Stoel Rives’ client base includes public and private utilities, financial institutions, software companies, developers, newspapers, hospitals, 
universities, charitable foundations, forest products companies, retailers and manufacturers, among others.  www.stoel.com
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CONFERENCE LOCATION

austin convention center

500 E. Cesar Chavez Street

Austin, TX  78701

512-404-4000

Ballrooms E & F, Level 4 North Facility

Parking garage: 2nd Street and Brazos

5th Street Parking Garage:  5th Street 

and Red River

$7 day (subject to change)

•••••••••••••••••••••••••

KEY DATES
Registration & Cancellation

February 8, 2008—5 p.m.
last day for early registration

add $50 for registrations
received after this time

February 11, 2008—5 p.m.
last day for full refund

February 13, 2008 —5 p.m.
last day for partial refunds

$50 processing fee applied

February 19, 2008—8:10 a.m.
optional breakfast and a movie 

February 19, 2008—9 a.m.
conference begins

D O W N T O W N  A R E A  H O T E L  M A P

1. Sheraton Austin Hotel

2. Hilton Garden Inn Austin Downtown

3. Double Tree Club Hotel

4. Double Tree Guest Suites

5. Driskill Hotel

6. Embassy Suites Austin Downtown

7. Extended Stay America Downtown

8. Four Seasons Hotel Austin

9. Hampton Inn & Suites Downtown

10. Hilton Austin

11. Holiday Inn Austin Town Lake

12. Homestead Suites

13. Hyatt Regency Austin

14. Intercontinental Stephen F. Austin

15. La Quinta Inn - Austin Capitol

16. Omni Hotel Austin Downtown

17. Radisson Hotel & Suites

18. Courtyard and Residence Inn
 by Marriott
 

18

IH
-35

N

4th Street
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*Ballrooms E, F and G are on the fourth floor of the Convention Center at the Northwest corner of the building, 

at Trinity and Fourth Street.

ausTin convenTion cenTer

host hotel: 
Hilton Austin (#10 on map)

500 East 4th Street, Austin, TX
(512) 482-8000

Special room rate $189 
good through January 18, 2008 

(subject to availability)

other nearby hotels include: 
Hampton Inn  (#9 on map)

200 San Jacinto Boulevard, Austin, TX 78701
512-472-1500

Residence Inn by Marriott (#18 on map)
300 E 4th St, Austin, TX 78701

512-472-5553

accommodaTions:


