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What  is Disabil i t y Right s Texas?

Disabil i t y Right s Texas (DRTx) is t he federal ly-designat ed 

prot ect ion and advocacy organizat ion for t he St at e of  Texas.  

Non-Prof it  wit h federal funding and mandat e.   P&As exist  in 

every St at e.

P&A Net work was est abl ished in 1975 af t er Geraldo Rivera’s 

ground-breaking  news st ories about  t he Wil lowbrook facil i t y 

on St at en Island,  NY:

ht t ps: / / www.yout ube.com/ wat ch?v=RA7sX_FYSCY

Original ly inst it ut ional monit oring only.  

Role expanded af t er t he Americans Wit h Disabil i t ies Act  (ADA) 

passed in 1990.



What  do we do? Which cl ient s do                  

we represent ?

Anyone t hat  can be classif ied as “ disabled”  under t he 

Americans Wit h Disabil i t ies Act  (ADA):

ht t p: / / legalbrief .com/ kirshman.ht ml

Organized in Issue Teams:   ht t ps: / / www.disabil i t yright st x.org/

Special  Educat ion

“ HEAT”  – Housing,  Employment ,  Accessibil i t y,  and 

Transport at ion

CI/ Healt hcare – Communit y Int egrat ion and Healt hcare 

“ IRCL”  – Inst it ut ional Right s and Civil  Libert ies

Fost er Care 

The Need for Pro Bono Advocacy 

Most  of  our cl ient s l ive at  or below t he povert y l ine.

2014 - t here was 1 Texas at t orney for every 443 Texans t hat  

l ive above t he povert y l ine.  

By cont rast  - only 1 legal aid Texas at t orney for every 11,000 

Texans t hat  l ive below t he povert y l ine.   

Most  Texas –based law f irms do not  have a mandat ory pro bono 

requirement .

Texas ranks #50 out  of  50 st at es in rendering ef fect ive and 

meaningful  legal services t o t he poor.

Recent  push/ init iat ives by past  and current  St at e Bar 

President s t o reverse t his t rend.  



How t o volunt eer wit h us

How t o volunt eer wit h us 
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