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Curre nt Disc iplina ry Issue s in 

Immig ra tion La w

Ma rie  Ha spil

CDC Sa n Antonio

mha spil@te xa sba r.c om

(210) 208- 6633

The mission of the Sta te Ba r of Te xa s is to
support the a dministra tion of the le g a l
syste m, assure a ll c itize ns e qua l a c c e ss to
justic e , foste r hig h sta nda rds of e thic a l
c onduc t for la wye rs, e na ble its me mbe rs to
be tte r se rve the ir c lie nts a nd the public ,
e duc a te the public a bout the rule of la w,

a nd promote dive rsity in the a dministra tion

of justic e a nd the pra c tic e of la w.
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Wha t is the  CDC?

Chie f Disc iplina ry Counse l’s Offic e

 Disc iplina ry a rm of the  SBOT

 Fa ir a dministra tion of the  disc iplina ry 

syste m; re spe c t a nd dig nity for a ll

 Re g iona l Offic e s in Da lla s, Houston, Sa n 

Antonio & Austin

 32 la wye rs a nd 90 e mploye e s; but 400 in 

volunte e rs throug hout the  sta te  to  ma ke  it 

a ll ha ppe n

Grie va nc e s:

Most Common Grie va nc e s (7,500 tota l 
g rie va nc e s 2014- 15):

28%  Crimina l La w (2146)

13%  Fa mily La w (943)

6%  Pe rsona l Injury (406)

3%  Immig ra tion (240)

Immig ra tion – is c a tc hing  up a nd now the  
4th most c ommon g rie va nc e
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Why La wye rs Lose  

The ir Lic e nse s

 1.  Crimina l a nd a mora l be ha vior

 2.  Impa ire d La wye rs

 Ce nte r for Profe ssiona l & Ethic s sta te d tha t 
20%  of la wye rs will be  impa ire d a t some  
point in the ir pra c tic e

12%  of a ll a ttorne ys a re  suffe ring  from 
c linic a l de pre ssion

 3.  Ne wly lic e nse d la wye rs without tools

 Ge t a  me ntor

 Mone y sc re ws with your e thic s; la rg e  
stude nt de bt

Rule 1.14(a):  A 
lawyer shall hold 
funds and other 
property belonging 
in whole or in part to 
clients or third 
persons that are in a 
lawyer’s possession 
in connection with a 
representation 
separate from the 
lawyer’s own 
property.  .  .  . 
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