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What  is SIJS?

Sp e c ia l Immig ra nt Juve nile  Sta tus

Immig ra tio n re lie f fo r c hild  vic tims o f 
p a re nta l a b use , a b a nd o nme nt, o r ne g le c t

Le a d s to  LPR sta tus; p a thwa y to  U.S. 
c itize nship
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SIJS Pet it ion St at ist ics
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Filed Approved Denied Pending

www.uscis.gov

140,000 world-wide visas
7.1%  for EB-4 category
= 9 ,9 4 0 available
7% of those per country
= 695.8 per country

Legal Authority

• INA §§ 101(a )(27)(J); 245(a ), (h)

• 8 C .F.R. §§204.11; 205.1(a )(3)(iv); 245.1.
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Significant USCIS Memoranda

• Ya te s Me mo ra nd um (Ma y 27, 2004)

• Ne ufe ld  Me mo ra nd um (Ma r. 24, 2009)

• Sc ia la b b a Me mo ra nd um (Jul. 13, 2011)

• Pe re z-Olano Se ttle me nt Ag re e me nt 
Me mo ra nd um (Jun. 25, 2015)

• USCIS Po lic y Ma nua l, Ch. 6 a nd  7 (Oc t. 26, 2016)
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Who is eligible for SIJS?

• Pre se nt in the  Unite d  Sta te s

• Und e r 21 ye a rs o ld

• Unma rrie d

• De c la re d  d e p e nd e nt o n a  juve nile  c o urt OR p la c e d  
und e r the  c usto d y o f a n ind ivid ua l o r sta te  
a g e nc y/ d e p a rtme nt

• Re unific a tio n with 1 o r b o th p a re nts is no t via b le  d ue  to  
a b use , ne g le c t, a b a nd o nme nt, o r a  simila r b a sis fo und  
und e r Sta te  la w; a nd

• Ad ministra tive  o r jud ic ia l d e te rmina tio n - no t in b e st 
inte re st to  b e  re turne d  to  his (o r his p a re nt’ s) p re vio us 
c o untry o f na tio na lity o r c o untry o f la st ha b itua l 
re sid e nc e
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INA § 101(a)(27)(J); 8 U.S.C. § 1101(a)(27)(J)

Consent Requirements

• Co nse nt – DHS must c o nse nt to  g ra nt o f 
SIJS

• Sp e c ific  Co nse nt – O RR must g ra nt sp e c ific  
c o nse nt to  sta te  c o urt jurisd ic tio n whe re  
p ro c e e d ing s a re  so ug ht to  c ha ng e  the  
c hild ’ s c usto d y sta tus 
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INA § 101(a)(27)(J); 8 U.S.C. § 1101(a)(27)(J)
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