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Marbury v. Madison

Jefferson objects to Marbury’s “obiter 
dissertation”
Among the midnight appointments of Mr. 
Adams, were commissions to some federal 
justices of the peace for Alexandria.  These 
were signed and sealed by him, but not 
delivered.  I found them on the table of the 
department of State, on my entrance into 
office, and I forbade their delivery.  Marbury, 
named in one of them, applied to the 
Supreme Court for a mandamus to the 
Secretary of State, (Mr. Madison) to deliver 
the commission intended for him.  The court 
determined at once, that being an original 
process, they had no cognizance of it; and 
therefore the question before them was 
ended.  But the Chief Justice went on to lay 
down what the law would be, had they 
jurisdiction of the case, to wit:  that they 
should command the delivery. 
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