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What is Flaring? 

Flaring is a process used primarily 

in the production of crude oil in 

which natural gas (casinghead 

gas) produced with the oil is 

burned off.
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FLARING 
JURISDICTION 

Railroad Commission – Texas 

Natural Resources Code 

16 Tex. Admin. Code §3.32

TCEQ - Texas Clean Air Act

30 Tex. Admin. Code § 106.4 and 106.261 (Permit 

by Rule)

30 Tex. Admin. Code § 116.620 (Standard Permit) 

EPA - Federal Clean Air Act

McElroy, Sullivan, Miller & Weber, LLP - Austin, TX

Railroad Commission Statewide Rule 32 

Gas Well Gas and Casinghead 

Gas Shall be Utilized for Legal 

Purposes 

Adopted effective 

December 4, 1996

Amended to be effective 

July 10, 2000 and September 

1, 2004
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Other “Releases” 

Fugitive Emissions 

“cannot reasonably 

be captured and 

sold or routed to a 

vent or flare”

Vapor Combustion 

Units and Vapor 

Recovery Units

tank vapors and 

make up gas 

Venting 

gas releases of 24 

hours' or less may be 

vented if the gas can 

be safely vented
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Exempt Releases 

3-Part Test : 
1. Not readily measured 

2. Not required to be reported to the RRC 

3. Not otherwise subject to SWR 32 

Examples: fugitive emissions, tank vapors, amine 

treater emissions 
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