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Key Findings from the Safe School Initiative
(2002)
� Incidents of targeted violence at school rarely were
sudden or impulsive acts.

� Prior to most incidents, other people knew about the
attacker’s idea and/or plan to attack.

� Most attackers did not threaten their targets directly
prior to advancing the attack.

� There is no accurate or useful “profile” of students
who engaged in targeted school violence.

� Most attackers engaged in some behavior prior to
the incident that caused others concern or indicated a
need for help.

� Most attackers had difficulty coping with significant
losses or personal failures. Moreover, many had
considered or attempted suicide.

� Many attackers felt bullied, persecuted, or injured by
others prior to the attack.

� Most attackers had access to and had used weapons
prior to the attack.

� Most attackers demonstrated some interest in
violence, through movies, video games, books, or
other media.

� Most attackers had no history of prior violent or
criminal behavior.

� In many cases, other students were involved in some
capacity.

� Despite prompt law enforcement responses, most
attacks were stopped by means other than law
enforcement intervention.



PROTECTING AMERICA’S SCHOOLS: A U.S. SECRET
SERVICE ANALYSIS OF TARGETED SCHOOL VIOLENCE
(2019) Key Findings
� There is no profile of a student attacker, nor is
there a profile for the type of school that has
been targeted:

� Attackers usually had multiple motives, the
most common involving a grievance with
classmates.

�Most attackers used firearms, and firearms
were most often acquired from the home.

�Most attackers had experienced psychological,
behavioral, or developmental symptoms.

� Half of the attackers had interests in violent
topics.

� All attackers experienced social stressors
involving their relationships with peers and/or
romantic partners.

� Nearly every attacker experienced negative
home life factors.

� Most attackers were victims of bullying, which
was often observed by others.

� Most attackers had a history of school
disciplinary actions, and many had prior contact
with law enforcement.

� All attackers exhibited concerning behaviors.
Most elicited concern from others, and most
communicated their intent to attack.

Source: PROTECTING AMERICA’S SCHOOLS A U.S. SECRET SERVICE ANALYSIS OF TARGETED

SCHOOL VIOLENCE 2019
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