
 
The University of Texas School of Law 

 

Continuing Legal Education  •  512-475-6700  •  www.utcle.org 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Presented: 
Innovations-Breaking Boundaries in Custody Litigation 

 
June 12-13, 2014 

Dallas, Texas  

 

 

 

 

Crazy-Your Client or Mine?  
 
 
 

Moderator: 

Wendy S. Burgower 

Burgower & Rainwater, L.L.P. 

Houston, Texas  

 

Panelists: 

Sol Rappaport, Ph.D., ABPPA ,Libertyville, IL 

James R. Flens, Psy.D., ABPPA Valrico, Florida  

Jonathan J. Bates, Kinser & Bates, L.L.P., Dallas, Texas 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Author contact information: 
 Wendy S. Burgower  
 Burgower & Rainwater, L.L.P. 
 Houston, Texas 77098 
 
 Wendy@brfamilylaw.com 
 713-529-3982 

  

 

Note: This paper was 
converted from a scanned 
image. The conversion 
has been reviewed for 
accuracy; however, minor 
spelling or text-conversion 
errors may still be present. 



THE DIFFICULT CLIENT 

COMPENDIUM: 

A Taxonomy Compiled 

Under Pseudonym 

By Atticus Darwin 

Addict: 

Too much is never enough. 

Alienator: 

Propagandist obsessively devoted 

to turning the child against the 

other parent at all cost. 

Archivist: 

No detail is too insignificant to 

memorialize and share. 

Attention Hound: 
LOOK AT ME!!!! 

Bawler and Squawler: 

Way off the chart as to expression 

of emotion. At every opportunity, 

it's wails, sobs, and projectile 

tears, snot and mucous. 

Beeyotch/Aaarrrse: 

Thoroughly unpleasant human — 

utterly devoid of redeeming 

characteristics - and determined 

to broadcast that reality far and 

wide. 

Blue-sky: 

Cannot be divested of impractical, 

unprofitable and unachievable 

goals. 

Cat's In the Cradle: 

Waaay too busy just now for the 

child. 

Co-Dependent: 

Manipulates and feeds upon the 

child to satisfy own emotional 

needs. 

Bard: 

Storyteller who collects and shares 
anecdotes of mythical results in 
other cases obtained by distant 
acquaintances with completely 
different fact patterns. 

Contrarian: 

Won't agree to, or with, anything. 

Cruise Director: 

The Event Coordinator who 

allocates the child's every waking 

moment. 
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