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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE 

FEDERAL RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE 

 

 

Rule 1.   Scope and Purpose 

 These rules govern the procedure in all civil actions 

and proceedings in the United States district courts, except 

as stated in Rule 81.  They should be construed, 

administered, and employed by the court and the parties to 

secure the just, speedy, and inexpensive determination of 

every action and proceeding. 

 



2               FEDERAL RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE 
 
 
 
Rule 4.   Summons 

* * * * * 

(d) Waiving Service. 

 (1) Requesting a Waiver.  An individual, 

corporation, or association that is subject to 

service under Rule 4(e), (f), or (h) has a duty to 

avoid unnecessary expenses of serving the 

summons.  The plaintiff may notify such a 

defendant that an action has been commenced 

and request that the defendant waive service of a 

summons.  The notice and request must: 

* * * * * 

  (C) be accompanied by a copy of the complaint, 

2 copies of the waiver form appended to 

this Rule 4, and a prepaid means for 

returning the form; 
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