Dealing with Combative
and Unscrupulous
Lawyers

Michael L. Slack

SLACK

The Call for Civility:

District judges of the
Northern District of Texas Dondi Properties
convened en banc established:

e A duty of courtesy to and

cooperation with opposing
counsel

* Aduty of personal and
professional integrity

e A duty to reject client
demands for abusive or

Abusive Iitigation offensive conduct
tactics were » Prohibition for using

an g discovery for harassment
rampant within the Y

B 3 R * A mandate to cooperate in
district and in Texas scheduling of case matters
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Examples of Incivility in Depositions




Examples of Incivility in Depositions:

he Court of Appeals found tha

Defense counsel had repeatedly interrupted the
deposition by long, argumentative objections

Defense counsel unilaterally terminated the

The trial court failed to consider a less severe
sanction than the “death penalty” sanction and

remanded for the trial court to consider a lesser
sanction

Examples of Incivility in Depositions:
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