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What Is Chapter 55?

Chapter 55 of the Texas Occupations Code:

Addresses occupational licensing of military service

members, military veterans, and military spouses;

Requires state licensing agencies to credit applicants

for verified military service, training, and education;

Directs state licensing agencies to grant licenses to

military service members, military veterans, and

military spouses who hold a license in a jurisdiction

with requirements substantially similar to those of

Texas;

Requires state licensing agencies to adopt relaxed

timelines and reduced fees for military service

members, military veterans, and military spouses.

Some Definitions

Chapter 55 refers to military service members, military

veterans, and military spouses.

A “military service member” is a person on active

duty, i.e., engaged in full time military service in the

armed forces of the United States, the State of Texas,

or similar military service of another state. Tex. Occ.

Code § 55.001(1) and (4).

A “military veteran” is a person who has served on

active duty and has been discharged or released from

active duty. Tex. Occ. Code § 55.001(6).

A “military spouse” is a person married to a military

service member. Tex. Occ. Code § 55.001(5).
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