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What is Disability Rights Texas?

» Disability Rights Texas (DRTx) is the federally-designated
protection and advocacy organization for the State of Texas.

» Non-Profit with federal funding and mandate. P&As exist in
every Sate.

» P&A Network was established in 1975 after Geraldo Rivera’s
ground-breaking news stories about the Willowbrook facility
on Staten Island, NY:

» https://www.youtube.com/ watchd=RA7sX FYSCY

Originally institutional monitoring only.

> Role expanded after the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA)
passed in 1990.




What do we do?Which clients do
we represent ?

» Anyone that can be classified as “disabled” under the
Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA):

» http://legalbrief.com/kirshman.html

> Organized in Issue Teams: https://www.disabilityrightstx. org/

»  Special Education

»  “HEAT” —Housing, Employment, Accessibility, and
Transportation

»  Cl/ Healthcare —Community Integration and Healthcare
“IRCL” —Institutional Rights and Civil Liberties

> Foster Care

Disability/</z/
The Need for Pro Bono Advocacy

» Most of our clientslive at or below the poverty line.

2014 - there was 1 Texas attorney for every 443 Texans that
live above the poverty line.

» By contrast - only 1 legal aid Texas attorney for every 11,000
Texans that live below the poverty line.

> Most Texas -based law firms do not have a mandatory pro bono
requirement.

» Texas ranks #50 out of 50 statesin rendering effective and
meaningful legal servicesto the poor.

» Recent push/initiatives by past and current Sate Bar
Presidentsto reverse this trend.
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Pro Bono Opportunties for Texas Lawyers

Aot Bty Wghn Teass

e, e

kel m 1P

St 4wty o bt s

Th Nt 00 s B Aoy

ey . B ot T
ety iy et

[Em———

Dot g, T s s s 1 b, O, W s, L. 18 i
B Ak b b ol Al 0ty o4 564 Toniat s gl b 0 oot
-

W T o e Enasmray. Carty Ft B s o




i Gue] oo omivisseror s | TaS

Find the full text of this and thousands of other resources from leading experts in dozens of
legal practice areas in the UT Law CLE elibrary (utcle.org/elibrary)

Title search: Disability Rights Texas - Pro Bono Opportunities

Also available as part of the eCourse
2016 Advanced Texas Administrative Law eConference

First appeared as part of the conference materials for the
11™ Annual Advanced Texas Administrative Law Seminar session
"Pro Bono Opportunities”
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