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Home Control and Ownership:  Real Homes for Real People

Presentation by Theresa M. Varnet, M.S.W., J.D.

The primary paper that follows is the nationally-recognized housing resource booklet co-

authored by Theresa (Terrie) Varnet which was first published in 1995.

This guide was updated in 1997, 2004, and 2016, and has provided excellent guidance to many 

families across the country as they have worked to set up permanent housing for a child with 

disabilities.  

The guide addresses many laws that apply in other states that are not applicable in Texas. 

Some of the differences are significant.  Texas attorney Patty Sitchler has prepared a Texas 

Supplement to Terrie Varnet’s guide highlighting important differences in Texas law.

Where a section in the primary paper is highlighted, please refer to the Texas Supplement by 

Patty Sitchler, as described below. 

See:

Texas Supplement to

Housing Control and Ownership:  Real Homes for Real People

By Patricia Flora Sitchler, J.D.

The Texas Supplement tracks highlighted sections in the primary paper.  Please cross reference 

comments in the Texas Supplement to the corresponding sections in Terrie Varnet’s guide. 

Likewise, where a section in Terrie Varnet’s guide is highlighted, please refer to the Texas 

Supplement for key differences in Texas law. 
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