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Value in Patenting: Return on Investment (ROI)

BreadthSpecificity

Means-Plus-Function Claims §112(f)
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Why bother 
with Means-
Plus-Function 
(MPF)?

Section 112(f): “an element in a claim for a

combination may be expressed as a means

or step for performing a specified function

without the recital of structure, material, or

acts in support thereof, and such claim

shall be construed to cover the

corresponding structure, material, or acts

described in the specification and

equivalents thereof.”
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literal equivalents.
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