
i 

 

 

 

 

PRESENTED AT 

E‐Discovery Essentials 

April 20, 2021 
Austin, TX (webcast) 

 

 

 

Rules Update:  
An Overview of New Procedural Rules and  

How They Affect Our Practice 
 
 
 

KENNON L. WOOTEN 
Scott Douglass & McConnico LLP 
303 Colorado Street, Suite 2400 

Austin, TX 78704 
kwooten@scottdoug.com 

 
 

ANNE M. JOHNSON 
Haynes and Boone, LLP 

2323 Victory Avenue, Suite 700 
Dallas, TX 75219 

anne.johnson@haynesboone.com 
 
 

SARAH A. NICOLAS 
Ramón Worthington Nicolas & Cantu, PLLC 

13413 Galleria Circle, Suite 120 
Bee Cave, TX 78738 

snicolas@ramonworthington.com 



ii 

 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

I.    INTRODUCTION ............................................................................................................................................. 1 

II.   NEW TEXAS RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE ............................................................................................ 1 

A. Amended Service Rules ............................................................................................................................... 1 

B. Amended Rules Relating to Expedited Actions ........................................................................................... 4 

C.   Amended Discovery Rules ........................................................................................................................... 8 

III.    NEW TEXAS RULE OF APPELLATE PROCEDURE ............................................................................... 12 

A.   Impetus for Amendments ........................................................................................................................... 12 

B.   Overview of Amendments ......................................................................................................................... 12 

IV.   CONCLUSION ............................................................................................................................................... 13 

 

 



iii 

 

KENNON L. WOOTEN 

Partner | Scott Douglass & McConnico LLP |Austin, Texas 

Kennon is a partner at Scott Douglass & McConnico LLP. She joined the firm in 2011, after serving as the Rules 
Attorney for the Supreme Court of Texas, working as an associate for Baker Botts LLP, and clerking for former 
Chief Justice Wallace B. Jefferson of the Supreme Court of Texas. As the Rules Attorney, Kennon handled 
inquiries and issues relating to rules and assisted the court with promulgating and amending rules. At Scott 
Douglass & McConnico, her docket has included a broad range of civil litigation and appeals involving, among 
other things, allegations of breach of fiduciary duty, breach of contract, business tort, personal injury, products 
liability, Medicaid fraud, and professional malpractice. She represents governmental entities, businesses of all 
sizes, law firms, lawyers, judges, associations, and individuals. Her education includes the University of Texas at 
Austin and the University of Texas School of Law. She served as the Head Teaching Quizmaster in law school.   

Kennon is a frequent planner of, and speaker for, Continuing Legal Education courses. In addition, she is a 
published co-author of law-review articles and two editions of a book on discovery practices in Texas.     

Kennon is also dedicated to serving the community. She does pro bono work on a regular basis. She has served as 
a member of the Texas Commission to Expand Civil Legal Services, a member of the Supreme Court of Texas 
Task Force for Rules in Expedited Actions, the President of the Austin Young Lawyers Association, the Chair of 
the State Bar’s Court Rules Committee, the Editor-in-Chief for Austin Lawyer, and a board member for Texas 
Folklife and Austin Friends of Traditional Music. She currently serves as the President of the Austin Bar 
Association, as the Secretary of the Texas Legal Service Center, and as a member of the Travis County Women 
Lawyers Association and the Austin Bar’s Equity Committee and Lawyer Well-Being Committee. Kennon is also 
a member of the American Law Institute, Supreme Court Advisory Committee, Editorial Board for The Advocate, 
State Bar Court Rules Committee, and Supreme Court of Texas Remote Proceedings Task Force.   

Kennon received the TCWLA Litigation/Appellate Attorney Award in 2018, a “Standing Ovation” State Bar 
Volunteer Award in 2017, and a Special Commendation of the Supreme Court of Texas and State Bar in 2011, 
for her work on Texas rules. She was named as a Texas Rising Star selectee in 2008, 2009, and 2013-2017 and as 
a Texas Super Lawyers selectee in 2019 and 2020. Also in 2020, she was identified as a Chambers USA Band 1 
recognized practitioner in Litigation: General Commercial in “Austin & Surrounds” in Texas.  

ANNE M. JOHNSON 

Partner | Haynes and Boone, LLP |Dallas, Texas 

Anne Johnson is an appellate partner in the Dallas office of Haynes and Boone. Anne has been involved in 
appeals from some of the largest judgments in Texas, often serving as appellate counsel to trial teams, in addition 
to her extensive experience in Texas state and federal appellate courts. Anne served as Chair of Haynes and 
Boone’s Litigation Department from 2010 to 2016, and currently serves on the firm’s nine-member Executive 
Committee and the 30-member Board of the Directors.    

In December 2020, Anne was named Litigator of Week in AmLaw Litigation Daily for her successful 
representation of BBVA in the Dallas Court of Appeals in reversing a $110 million fraud verdict. Anne was also 
honored to be named one of the Top 50 Women Lawyers in Texas by Texas Super Lawyers, Thomson Reuters in 
2020. For the last four years, Anne has been recognized by Chambers USA, Chambers and Partners, for 
litigation: appellate (Texas) 2017-2020. 

Anne is a Leader of the University of Texas Center for Women in Law, a Master in the Patrick E. Higginbotham 
Inn of Court, and serves on the board of the Dallas Breakfast Group. She has previously served on numerous 
boards, including Family Gateway, Alcuin School, New Friends New Life, and the Texas Law Alumni 
Association Executive Committee. 

Anne was born and raised in England, and maintains dual US/UK citizenship. She graduated with honors from 
the University of Pennsylvania in 1992 and from the University of Texas School of Law in 1995. Anne and her 
husband, State Senator Nathan Johnson, have three children. 
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SARAH ANN NICOLAS  

Partner | Ramon Worthington Nicolas & Cantu, PLLC |Austin, Texas 

Sarah Nicolas is the Managing Member of Ramon Worthington Nicolas & Cantu, PLLC’s Austin area office. The 
firm is majority women and minority-owned and is a proud member of NAMWOLF, the National Association of 
Minority and Women Owned Law Firms, as well as the Southwest Minority Supplier Development Council 
(SWMSDC) and the Texas Historically Underutilized Business (HUB) Program. 

Sarah is a Martindale-Hubbell AV Preeminent® rated trial and appellate attorney who has successfully 
represented both corporate and individual clients in various types of cases, including varied complex commercial 
litigation, products liability, construction defect, serious personal injury and death, breach of fiduciary duty, 
professional liability/legal malpractice, negligence, trademark infringement and misrepresentations, and related 
disputes in State and Federal Court, as well as arbitration. Sarah’s practice includes representation of plaintiffs 
and defendants, at both trial and appeal. Sarah is a Qualified Mediator pursuant to Texas Civil Practice and 
Remedies Code §154.052(a) and §154.052(b) (family). 

Sarah is a native of Texas and lived in the Rio Grande Valley for almost ten years. She returned to the Austin 
area in 2011. Sarah graduated from Texas Lutheran University in 1996, receiving a B.A. with honors in Political 
Science and International Studies. Sarah then attended The University of Texas School of Law and received her 
Juris Doctor with honors in 1999 and was admitted to practice in Texas that same year. Sarah was admitted to the 
State Bar of California in 2001. 

Sarah has been active in the profession, volunteering on pro bono legal projects and speaking at continuing legal 
education seminars. Sarah has volunteered with the Center for Human Rights and Constitutional Law, 
participating in site visit and detainee interviews at facilities holding unaccompanied and separated minors as part 
of the Flores settlement. Sarah also has a political past, including time spent as a Legislative Aide for United 
States Congressman Lloyd Doggett in Washington, DC, as Deputy Director of Convention Affairs for the 
Democratic National Committee for the Democratic National Convention in 2000, and as Deputy Finance 
Director for the Garry Mauro for Governor campaign in 1998. 
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