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Ethics =
Leadership

The first lines of the preamble to
the Texas Disciplinary Rules of
Professional Conduct proclaim,
“A lawyer is a representative of
clients, an officer of the legal
system and a public citizen
having special responsibility for
the quality of justice. Lawyers, as
guardians of the law, play a vital
role in the preservation of
society.”

Ethics = Leadership

"Each lawyer's own conscience is the touchstone against
which to test the extent to which his actions may rise above
the disciplinary standards prescribed by these rules. The
desire for the respect and confidence of the members of the
profession and of the society which it serves provides the
lawyer the incentive to attain the highest possible degree of
ethical conduct. The possible loss of that respect and
confidence is the ultimate sanction. So long as its
practitioners are guided by these principles, the law will
continue to be a noble profession. This is its greatness and
its strength, which permit of no compromise." Texas
Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct.
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First appeared as part of the conference materials for the
43" Annual Corporate Counsel Institute session
"Networking and Presentation:
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