
Gov’t Code Chapter 

1205 (Expedited 

Declaratory 

Judgments Act): 

Summary and Notable 

Provisions
Joe de la Fuente

Lloyd Gosselink Rochelle & Townsend, PC

WHAT IS A CHAPTER 1205 SUIT?

� An expedited declaratory judgement suit (trial set on 

the first Monday after 20 days of date of Public 

Notice);

� Adjudicating certain matters related to legality and 

validity of public securities (e.g, government bonds) 

and certain actions related to same;

� Citation by publication, providing notice to a broad 

class of parties;
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What is a chapter 1205 suit?

� Functions as both an in rem and class action 
proceeding binding as to all of those parties;

� May require posting of security by a party opposing 
the relief sought;

� Final judgement as to all matters raised/could have 
been raised against all classes of parties, and 
injunction against bringing any further suit 
contesting subject matter of judgement;

� With limited, accelerated appeals allowed.

Scope of 1205 action
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Scope of 1205 action

Ch. 1205: one statute to rule 

them all
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