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Privacy Disputes =Conflicts

Series of conflicting interests and 

sources of law

State v. federal v. local

Common law v. statutes

“The common-law tradition is based on 

experience, not logic”

“There ought to be a law against that”

Different persons/entities
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What’s new

in 21st Century Texas?

1. Technology—Proliferation

a) Communications

b) Images 

c) Whereabouts

d) Preferences (“likes”)

e) Body information

f) Medical information

g) Financial information

2. Statutes, not common law

3. Texas procedures (Rule 91a, 

TCPA)

Some headlines

“

Police accuse man of secretly recording girlfriend with alarm 

clock camera”  Am. Statesman Sept. 4, 2019

“Canyon Grille worker accused of installing camera to film 

other employees undressing” KXAN  Sept. 3, 2019
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Some headlines

Constitutional 

implications

No explicit “privacy” right

Constitutionally guaranteed 
right to privacy

1st Amendment 

Snyder v. Phelps (2011) 
(Westboro Baptist protests)

4th Amendment

14th Amendment

9th Amendment

Others
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