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Secretary 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security

Washington, DC 20528

January 20, 2021

MEMORANDUM FOR: Troy Miller

Senior Official Performing the Duties of the Commissioner

U.S. Customs and Border Protection 

Tae Johnson 

Acting Director

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement

Tracey Renaud

Senior Official Performing the Duties of the Director 

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services  

CC: Karen Olick

Chief of Staff

FROM: David Pekoske  

Acting Secretaryyyyyyy

SUBJECT: Review of and Interim Revision to Civil Immigration 

Enforcement and Removal Policies and Priorities

______________________________________________________________________________ 

This memorandum directs Department of Homeland Security components to conduct a 

review of policies and practices concerning immigration enforcement.  It also sets interim 

policies during the course of that review, including a 100-day pause on certain removals to 

enable focusing the Department’s resources where they are most needed.  The United States 

faces significant operational challenges at the southwest border as it is confronting the most 

serious global public health crisis in a century.  In light of those unique circumstances, the 

Department must surge resources to the border in order to ensure safe, legal and orderly 

processing, to rebuild fair and effective asylum procedures that respect human rights and due 

process, to adopt appropriate public health guidelines and protocols, and to prioritize responding 

to threats to national security, public safety, and border security.   

This memorandum should be considered Department-wide guidance, applicable to the 

activities of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), U.S. Customs and Border 

Protection (CBP), and U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS). 
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