General Instructions for Mock Hearings

Below you will find fact scenarios and excerpts of relevant statutes or case law. For all of the
cases, assume you are appearing for the initial master calendar hearing (MCH) unless the
instructions say otherwise, and that you do not need a continuance for attorney preparation time.
The MCH requires pleading to the charges in the Notice to Appear and announcing what
applications for relief your client will be seeking. You should be prepared to articulate all forms
of relief you are seeking. You are not allowed to change the facts of the case as indicated in the
file. For example, you cannot invent a U.S. citizen spouse or a crime that could lead to a possible
U visa.



Carla Ramirez
Facts

Carla is a 22 years old and a citizen of Mexico. She was born in Nuevo Laredo and obtained a
border crossing card when she was quite young. In 2006, Carla, her parents, and her siblings
overstayed and began living in Laredo, TX. Carla traveled to Mexico for short trips and returned
using her BCC a few times since she began living in the U.S. Her last entry was in December
2011 after attending a funeral for her uncle in Nuevo Laredo. She entered the U.S. with her
parents who presented the BCCs for the whole family. On September 21, 2015, Carla and her
mother were at the bus station in Laredo dropping off her grandparents who were returning to
Mexico when they were approached by Border Patrol agents and questioned about their status.
Both were taken in and issued NTAs. Carla’s initial MCH has been postponed numerous times.
In late 2016, Carla’s mother filed a U visa based on domestic violence and she filed an I-918A
for Carla. Those applications remain pending. Carla is single and has no children. She attempted
to apply for DACA pro se in 2016, but got an RFE she failed to respond to and the application
was later denied.

Relevant law

She is charged as removable under INA § 212(a)(6)(A)(i), present without admission or parole.
Although she is removable, her last entry was a lawful admission and the charge is not correct.
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3 1. Youure an aniving alien.
2. You are an sijen present in the United States who has not heen admitied or paroled.

{7 3 You have been admitied to the United States, bul are removable for the reasons Rtated helow

The Departanent of Homeland Sceurie alleges thet you: .
ou are not a citizen or national of the United States:

1,
2. You are a netive of MEXICO and a citizan of MEXICO ;
3, You arrived in the United States at or near fareds, TEXAS, on or about August 6, 20086;
2. You were not then admitted or paroled after inspection by an Immigration Officer.
L1
L3
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On the basis of the Toregoing, it is charged thal you are subject o remiuval from the Uniteg States pursuant © the following

rovision(s} of law: _ ‘
i21a) {5) (A} {i} of the Immigration and Nationality Act, as amended, in that ybu ars an
alien present in the United States without being admitted o¥ paroled, or who arrived in

sne United States at any time or place other than as designated by the Attorney General.

{1 Fhis potice is being isseed afler an agylum uificer hus found that the respondent has demonsirated a credible fear of persecution
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