Produced by the United States Patent and Trademark Office; no copyright is
claimed by the United States in this presentation or associated materials.



UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

—

Practice before the USPTO and the
Duty of Reasonable Inquiry

0 UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE &



OED

OED Programs

OED Diversion Pilot Program

* In 2016, the ABA Commission on Lawyer Assistance Programs and the
Hazelden Betty Ford Foundation published a study of about 13,000 currently
practicing attorneys and found the following:

— About 21% qualify as problem drinkers.

— 28% struggle with some level of depression.
— 19% struggle with anxiety.

— 23% struggle with stress.

» Other difficulties include social alienation, work addiction, sleep deprivation,
job dissatisfaction, and complaints of work-life conflict.

In 2017, the USPTO launched the Diversion Pilot Program.
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