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Chatting ChatGPT

The ChatGPT Lawyer Explains Himself

I a cringe-inducing court hearing, a lawyer who relied on AL to craft a motion full of made-up case law said he "did not
comprehend” that the chat bot could lead him astray.
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As the court hearing in Manhattan began, the lawyer, Steven A. Schwartz, appeared nervously upbeat, grinning while
talking with his legal team. Nearly two hours later, Mr. Schwartz sat sumped, his shoulders drooping and his head rising
barely above the back of his chair

For nearly two hours Thursday, Mr: Schwartz was grilled by a judge in a hearing ordered after the disclosure that the lawyer
had created a legal brief for a case in Federal District Court that was filled with fake judicial opinions and legal citations all
generated by ChatG P The judge, P, Kevin Castel, said he would now consider whether to impose sanctions on Mr. Schwartz
and his partner, Peter LoDuca, whose name was on the brief

Al times during the hearing, Mr. Schwartz squeezed his eyes shut and rubbed his forehead with his left hand. He stammered
and his veice dropped. He repeatedly tried to explain why he did not conduct further research into the cases that ChatGPT
had provided to him.

“God, 1 wish I did that, and I didnt do It,” Mr. Schwartz said, adding that he felt embarrassed, humiliated and deeply
remorseful.

“1 did not comprehend that ChatGPT could fabricate cases” he told Judge Castel.

In contrast to Mr. Schwartr's contrite postures, Judge Castel gesticulated often in exasperation, his voice rising as he asked
pointed questions, Repeatedly, the judge lifted both arms in the air, palms up, while asking Mr. Schwartz why he did not
better check his work.

As M. Schwartz answered the judge’s questions, the reaction in the courtroom, crammed with close to 70 people who
included lawyers, law students, law clerks and professors, rippled across the benches. There were gasps, giggles and sighs.
Spectators grimaced, darted their eyes around, chewed on pens.

*1 continued to be duped by ChatGPT. It's embarrassing” Me. Schwartz said.
An onlooker let out a soft, descending whistle.

The episode, which arose in an otherwise obscure lawsuit, has riveted the tech world, where there has been a growing
debate about the dangers — even an existential threat to hamanity — posed by artificial intelligence. It has also transfixed
lawyers and judges.

~This caise has reverberated throughout the entire legal profession;” said David Lat, a legal commentator. *It ks a littke bit like
Inoking at a car wreck”

The case involved a man named Roberto Mata, who had sued the airfine Avianca dlaiming he was injured when a metal
serving cart struck his knee during an August 2019 flight from El Salvador to New York.

Avianca ashed .ludge Castel to dismiss the lawsuit becanse the statute of limitations had em ta's lawyers
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