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Publishing Deals: A Conversation

An author and a publisher discuss legal and practical concerns of 
publishing agreements and ancillary deals.
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Who we are

Stevie Fitzgerald

● Entertainment Attorney

● Published Author

● Currently, GC of SXSW

April Murphy

● Editor, Publisher

● Published Author 

● Currently, Senior Director of KellerINK at 

Keller Williams Realty International
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Timeline on Book 
Legal and Business 

Concerns

Image Credit: University of Georgia Press
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Timeline - Life Cycle of a Book

1. Manuscript is ready to submit

2. Pre-Publication Review

3. Offer

4. Contract

5. ISBN

6. Copyright

7. Book Production

8. Book Printing and Distribution

9. Publication

10. Optimization and Promotion

11. Subsidiary and Ancillary Products

12. Termination / Out of Print / Reprints 
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1. Manuscript Is Ready to Submit

● Writer
○ Business formation 

○ LLC / S-CORP / Individual

● Agent
○ Brokers on writer’s behalf for a commission of compensation 

○ Often acts as “first editor” 

5

2. Pre-Publication Review (Legal)

1. Defamation 

2. Right to Privacy

3. Permissions/Plagiarism

4. Originality
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