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Overview

I. About Texas Accountants and Lawyers for the Arts (TALA)

II. Representing Creatives pro bono: Best Practices and Pitfalls

III. Case Study
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I. About TALA

Established in 1979, TALA serves the legal 
and accounting needs of Texas artists and 
arts-centered nonprofits. Services include pro 
bono attorney and CPA assistance for artists, 
patent application assistance for inventors, 
dispute resolution services, and educational 
programs for the artistic and business 
communities. Programs  are designed to help 
participants apply sound business practices 
to protect intellectual property, advance 
careers, and develop income. TALA believes 
that individuals, regardless of income, should 
have access to business knowledge and 
guidance to further a career in the arts.
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for Individual Artists and Nonprofits

Pro bono legal and accounting 
services are offered to individual 
artists and arts related nonprofit 
organizations from all creative 
disciplines, including visual arts, 
musical performance, film and 
video, writing, acting, dancing, 
and performing arts.  TALA 
facilitates 350-400 arts matches 
per year.
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Common Assistance Topics

• Copyright and trademark

• Contract drafting and negotiation

• Performance agreements

• Recording agreements

• LLC formation

• Employment contracts for artists

• Work for Hire agreements

• Nondisclosure agreements

• Licensing

• Literary and publishing contracts

• Gallery agreements

• Liability waivers and releases

• Nonprofit incorporation, application 
for 501(c)(3) status, and governance

• General business advice

• General tax advice

• QuickBooks set up

• Annual nonprofit budget planning
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The Match List
talarts.org/volunteer
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Find the full text of this and thousands of other resources from leading experts in dozens of
legal practice areas in the UT Law CLE eLibrary (utcle.org/elibrary)

Title search: Pro Bono to Practice

Also available as part of the eCourse
2024 Entertainment Law 101 eConference

First appeared as part of the conference materials for the
2024 Entertainment Law 101 session
"Pro Bono to Practice"

http://utcle.org/elibrary
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