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Safeguarding

• Background and Trends
• Background
• Terminology
• Policy Review
• UN Environment Programme Core Human Rights Principles for Private 

Conservation Organizations and Funders

• Key findings from review of available safeguarding policies
• Common Elements of Policies in External Engagement
• Common Elements in Policies for Internal Implementation
• Legal Considerations Raised by Safeguarding Policies

• Funder’s Role: Safeguarding Framework

• Sample Policy and Guidelines
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Background

At prior year conferences, general counsels have discussed the role of funders in establishing 
norms of behavior for grantees and partners and the increase in media and Congressional 
attention towards allegations of grantee misconduct which can range from claims of human 
rights abuses, sexual misconduct by leaders, to toxic work culture.  We have thought about the 
funder’s role in responding may respond to allegations of grantee misconduct, how to 
encourage a reporting culture for grantee organizations. We have talked about how asking 
questions about how a complaint is handled gives the funder an opportunity to set standards 
and provide capacity building resources (such as referral to outside counsel and investigators, 
sample policies, and training materials), which allows funders to exercise influence not only in 
what programs they choose to fund or how they measure impact, but in terms of expectations 
around organizational culture, ethics, and program/project management. 

Media and Congressional attention towards human rights abuses and violations associated with 
the organizations private foundations fund continues to increase. Rightfully, scrutiny of the way 
funders approach safeguarding has also increased. Even where funders have limited contact 
with children and vulnerable populations, funders can play a critical role in keeping people safe 
from harm and protecting human rights by ensuring safeguarding is a governance and 
operational priority within their organizations and integrated within grantmaking, and by 
collaborating for sector-wide approaches. 

3

PR
EV

IEW



Find the full text of this and thousands of other resources from leading experts in dozens of
legal practice areas in the UT Law CLE eLibrary (utcle.org/elibrary)

Title search: Safeguarding for Funders

Also available as part of the eCourse
2025 Nonprofit Organizations eConference (audio only)

First appeared as part of the conference materials for the
42nd Annual Nonprofit Organizations Institute session
"GC Roundtable: Are You Ready?"

http://utcle.org/elibrary
http://utcle.org/ecourses/OC10382

